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Digging behind the veneer, there are only 


1,395 permanently affordable housing units 


that Mayor Newsom can truly take credit for. 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


By Tim Redmond 
tredmond@sfbg.com 


When the talk comes around to 
budget politics these days — and 
these days, nobody in politics can talk 
about much else — there’s a pretty 
consistent line out there, from the 
mainstream left to the far right, and it 
goes like this: 

Public employees have been rid- 
ing high on great pay and benefits, 
and they're going to have to accept 
that those days are over. We can do it 
nicely, and negotiate and all, but the 
people who work for the city and the 
state are getting a haircut. Pension 
reform. Health care premium hikes. 
Two-tiered wage systems. Sorry, folks 
— there's no other choice. 

And I understand the feeling. 
There are plenty of unemployed 
people out there who aren't happy that 
they're still paying taxes to support 
generous pay and health benefits for 
workers who are consistently maligned 
as lazy. There are small business own- 
ers who can barely afford minimally 
adequate health insurance for them- 
selves and their employees. There are 
underpaid private-sector workers who 
get jealous when they hear what you 
make over at City Hall. 

I get it, and in terms of political 
reality, public-sector pensions, pay, 
and benefits are going to have to 
be part of any budget resolution in 
Sacramento or San Francisco. 

But let me say something else. 

In the past 30 years, while pub- 
lic-sector unions were getting orga- 
nized, becoming a political force and 
negotiating decent pay and benefits, 
the United States economy was shift- 
ing radically, in a way that we hadn't 
seen since the turn of the Century. 
From Reagan on through Bush I, 
Clinton and Bush II, powerful forces 
in Washington launched a class war 
in this country, one that has as many 
victims as most of the traditional wars 
we've fought in the past century. The 
winners have been a small number 
of people and businesses that have 
grown impossibly rich — by taking 
money away from everyone else. 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 65» 
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How many suspects did SF cops frame? 


EDITORIAL The job of a district 
attorney is bringing criminals to 
justice; everybody knows that. But 
it’s also the job of the city’s top law 
enforcement agent to make sure the 
innocent are protected — and that’s 
a part that many DAs ignore. 

There’s considerable evidence 
that the San Francisco police have 
framed suspects, set up evidence, 
and illegally manipulated the legal 
system to put the wrong people 
behind bars. Repeatedly. That's a 
crisis that requires active interven- 
tion from the District Attorney's 
Office — and since Kamala Harris 
is on her way out the door, it has to 
be a top priority for her successor. 

The latest example: Superior 
Court Judge Marla Miller ruled 
Dec. 14 that Caramad Conley was 
denied his constitutional rights 
and convicted of murder after San 
Francisco cops allowed a paid wit- 
ness to lie on the stand. 


FOOD + DRINK 15 


PICKS 18 


Miller concluded that homicide 
inspector Earl Sanders, who later 
became police chief and is now 
retired on a nice pension, knew that 
witness Clifford Polk was lying and 
made no effort to correct it. 

That’s not the first time Sanders 
has been tied to an improper convic- 
tion. John Tennyson and Antoine 
Goff were sentenced to 25 years to 
life in 1990 — and spent 13 years 
in prison for a crime they didn't 
commit. They were convicted after 
Sanders, and his then-partner 
Napoleon Hendrix, failed to inform 
the defense about key evidence. 

Tennison and Goff would still be 
behind bars — except that Tennison’s 
brother read a Guardian story about 
the case and put a copy on the wind- 
shield of every car in the parking lot 
where he worked. And some of the 
people who parked there were lawyers 
for the top-flight criminal defense 
firm of Keker & Van Nest LLP. 


ARTS + CULTURE 20 


HAIRY EYEBALL 23 


The lawyers helped Jeff Adachi, 
then a deputy public defender, con- 
vince a federal judge that Tennison 
and Goff were wrongly convicted, 
and the two left prison in 2003. The 
case has now cost the San Francisco 
taxpayers $7.5 million. 

The evidence that may soon free 
Conley came to light during the 
Tennison/Goff case — and it looks 
an awful lot like there’s a pattern 
here. Sanders and Hendrix (who died 
of cancer in 2009) worked some 500 
homicide cases — and it’s unlikely 
that these two are isolated instances. 

Conley has a shot at leaving 
prison after 18 years only because 
lawyers working on another case 
stumbled on old files, some of 
them literally buried under debris 
in a police warehouse. We have to 
wonder: how many other innocent 
people are rotting away (at consid- 
erable cost to the state) because SF 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 5) 
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Homelessness: 
Newsom’s 
real legacy 


By Jennifer Freedenbach 


OPINION His voice tinged with 
modest pride, Gavin Newsom 
recently announced that he has 
housed 12,000 people since becom- 
ing mayor. This is an absurdly high 
number, four times larger then any 
street count of homeless people since 
he has been in office, but it’s been 
accepted by the media and public. 

Homelessness has been a key 
issue for Newsom. He first got elect- 
ed in large part by taking it on, and 
has been celebrated in some quarters 
as a champion for homeless people. 

But digging behind the veneer, 
removing bus tickets out of town, 
permanent housing his predecessor, 

Willie Brown, created, and tempo- 
rary stays and duplication, there are 
1,395 permanently affordable hous- 
ing units that Newsom can truly 
take credit for. More frequently his 
administration has housed people 
(fewer then 2,000) by leasing resi- 
dential hotel rooms from slumlords 
and charging homeless people unaf- 
fordable rents to live there. 

Only 14 percent of the units 
have been for families, although 
they make up 40 percent of the 
homeless population. 

Newsom put three different 
initiatives on the ballot that have 
spurred hatred against homeless 
people. His signature operation was 
mixing kindness with punishment. 
This way, he wooed conservatives 
who saw through the camouflage, 
and liberals who did not. 

Care Not Cash was the first 
measure. That campaign focused on 
accusing homeless welfare recipients 
of spending all their money on booze 
and drugs. The proponents claimed 
they would take public assistance 
away, in return for housing and 
treatment. The treatment part never 
came to fruition, and of course pro- 
ponents never mentioned they were 
counting shelter as housing. 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 65) 
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And they aren't getting any cuts. 
In fact, their pay, pensions, benefits, 
and wealth aren’t even on the table. 
Which is profoundly unfair. 

Of the 400 richest people in 
America (according to Forbes), 80 
live in California. Their combined 
new worth is $231.8 billion — about 
10 times the size of the state’s budget 
deficit. If they gave up just a modest 
amount of the benefits they get from 
living in this state and this country 
(and yes, the rich got that way in part 
because of the benefits they get from 
living here), we wouldn't have a bud- 
get crisis at all. 

The people who declared this war 
were smart enough to figure out how 
to divide the opposition, to turn us 
against each other. That’s why they 
keep winning. srsc 


COPS 


CONT>» 


cops helped frame them? And how 
many killers are still wandering the 
streets because homicide inspec- 
tors and prosecutors took the easy 
way out and manufactured or sup- 
pressed evidence against the first 
obvious suspect — and sent away 
the wrong person? 

When Harris leaves office next 
month, a new district attorney will 
take over responsibility for this mess. 
It’s not possible, given the limited 
resources of the department, to go 
back and review every single case 
that Sanders and Hendrix worked. 
But the Conley case involved a key 
witness who was paid by the cops 
— that is, an informant getting 
public money. It’s perfectly legal to 
pay informants — as long as defense 
lawyers know that a witness was on 
the tab at the time of trial. But that 
didn't happen in Conley’s case — and 
there may be many others. 

Harris’ successor will have to 
take on the problems of the crime 
lab mess and continue to review 
cases that may be tainted by bad 
forensic techniques. But he or she 
needs to assign someone to go 
back over all of the cases in which 
Sanders and Hendrix used paid 
informants and see if any of those 
convictions need to be reviewed. 

In the meantime, Chief George 
Gascon ought to take the oppor- 
tunity to review police policies for 
paying snitches who then take the 
stand in court. There’s abundant 
evidence that the current system has 
serious problems. srsc 


HOMELESSNESS 


CONT>> 


Care Not Cash catapulted 
Newsom into the limelight. His 
self-deprecating charm conveyed 
the message: “The status quo simply 
isn’t working.” In the end, benefits 
were slashed and perpetual shelter 
vacancies were created while shelter- 
seekers were turned away. Food lines 
exploded. 

Newsom could have used his 
power to raise the money to house 
people — without stealing it from 
other destitute people. He chose 
not to. 

The next year Newsom ran 
for mayor-and simultaneously put 
an anti aggressive panhandling 
initiative on the ballot. In classic 
Newsom strategy, the proposition 
loosely defined the term “aggres- 
sive” and bizarrely required, but did 
not fund, substance abuse treatment 
for perpetrators. 

It was the meanest campaign 
in three decades. Several violent 
acts were wrongly attributed to 
homeless people. The Golden Gate 
Restaurant Association put out 
billboards claiming homeless people 
spread venereal disease. Once 
implemented, the initiative made 
no visible impact on the number of 
panhandlers in San Francisco. 

Most recently, Newsom intro- 
duced Proposition L, an ordinance 
that could put people in jail for 30 
days on a second offense just for 
sitting or lying on the sidewalk. It 
passed, and set the parameters for 
very nasty dialogue about poor peo- 
ple once again in San Francisco. 

All three of these votes took 
place very strictly along class lines 
— affluent people supported them 
and poor people did not. 

Homelessness is not a lifestyle 
choice; it’s a symptom of poverty. 
Yet Newsom's legacy of hatred 
against homeless people has made 
it difficult to amass the public sup- 
port needed to create true solutions. 
Overstating his accomplishments 
and spreading myths about home- 
less people sets us back. It gives San 
Franciscans the impression homeless 
people have the help they need but 
simply. choose to remain out on the 
cold hard pavement. 

In a city filled with thousands of 
destitute people, it is now illegal to 
sleep unsheltered. After Newsom's 
plaster media facade crumbles, this 
will be his lasting legacy. sras 


Jennifer Freedenbadch is execu- 
tive director of the Coalition on 
Homelessness. 
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Weighing a landlord’s promise 


Parkmerced developer says rent control will be protected under 


new plan, but tenant advocates voice concerns 


By Rebecca Bowe 
rebeccab@sfbg.com 


Emotions ran high at meetings 
held by the San Francisco Planning 
Commission about a massive 
overhaul of Parkmerced, a hous- 
ing complex located next to San 
Francisco State University that is a 
neighborhood unto itself. 

The plan envisions tearing 
down 1940s-era garden apart- 
ments and townhomes to make 
way for new low-rises and high- 
rises that would contain a mix of 
rental housing and for-sale units. 
Over the course of a construction 
project spanning three decades, 
Parkmerced would expand to 8,900 
units — enough to triple the num- 
ber of residents who can now be 
accommodated. Final approval for 
the project is expected in March at 
the earliest. 

Some 150 residents turned out 
at a Dec. 9 special meeting held 
near Parkmerced to make it more 
accessible for seniors and people 
with limited mobility. Although 
commissioners had planned to open 
with a staff presentation, residents 
protested and demanded to speak 
first, and their request was granted. 
After listening to residents com- 
ment for hours, commissioners con- 


tinued the discussion until the Dec. ~ 


16 meeting, which drew a smaller 
turnout. 


While some residents were 
pleased by the plans, the major- 
ity who attended the first meet- 
ing expressed alarm and anxiety. 
People aired concerns about 
the long construction timeline, 
increased density, traffic conges- 
tion, and the impact the plan 
would have on a well-estab- 
lished, multigenerational com- 
munity. Many of the speakers 
had been born at Parkmerced or 
raised families there. The com- 
ments portrayed an economically 
diverse neighborhood supporting 
close-knit circles of friends and 
family. 

One question that seemed 
to have residents rattled most 
was whether they could trust the 
developer’s promise that their rent 
control would be preserved, even 
after their existing apartments have 
been torn down. 

Among them was octoge- 
narian Robert Pender, a found- 
ing member of the Parkmerced 
Residents’ Organization, who 
hobbled from his wheelchair to 
the podium to deliver his state- 
ment for the public record. 
“Parkmerced is my home, and I’m 
not going to be evicted because 
some landlord wants to make 
some more money,” he announced. 
After making his comments, 
Pender turned to face the audi- 
ence, lifted his cane in the air, and 
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issued a rally cry that captured the 
sentiment of the evening: “fight!” 


Under the development plan, 1,500 
apartments would be razed to make 
way for new residential units. The 
midcentury garden apartments 
open out to shared courtyards and 
patios. Many house tenants who've 
lived at Parkmerced for decades. 
For elderly residents or those who 
have disabilities, the exceptionally 
low rent makes it possible for them 
to stay in San Francisco despite 
limited income. 

From the outset, Parkmerced 
Investors LLC and Stellar 
Management have promised exist- 
ing tenants that they will be relo- 
cated to replacement units with 
roughly the same square footage, 
where they'll continue to pay the 
same monthly rates and keep their 
rent control. The developer has 
even promised to keep the existing 
apartments intact until the new 
units are available so that none of 
the residents will have to move 
twice. 

“Our promise to our residents 
is that we will preserve the rent 
control,” said P.J. Johnston, a 
spokesperson for the developer. 
“Our attorneys believe that the 
rent-control protections are abso- 
lutely ironclad.” 

Johnston emphasized the big 
picture: “For decades, progressive 
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An artist’s rendering of the new Parkmerced, with more 
highrises and fewer garden apartments. 


San Francisco has been talking 
about the need for developing large 
chunks of affordable housing, for 
increasing density on the west 

side, and for creating more hous- 
ing around transit. Here we finally 
have the opportunity to do all that 
while introducing major transit 
improvements and extending rent 
control.” 

The landlord’s promise of con- 
tinued rent control is written into a 
development agreement, a contract 
between the developer and the city 
that would be filed along with per- 
mits and entitlements for the prop- 
erty. Any subsequent owner would 
also have to adhere to the terms of 
the agreement. 

Despite those assurances, ten- 
ant advocates speaking at the Dec. 
9 meeting sounded the alarm that 
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the guarantee could be called into 
question in court if the developer 
or a new owner ever sought to 
challenge it. The Costa~Hawkins 
Act, passed in 1995, prohibits rent 
control on newly constructed units, 
and San Francisco’s rent ordinance 
guarantees rent control only for 
units built before 1979. 

“It is disingenuous for the 
Parkmerced landlord and for city 
staff to assure tenants that they 
will have rent-controlled replace- 
ment units after their units are 
demolished,” noted Polly Marshall, 
a tenant commissioner on the San 
Francisco Rent Board who spoke as 
an individual before the Planning 
Commission. “We simply don’t 
know if this will be the case.” 

Marshall said the agreement 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 10 55 
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“Parkmerced is my home, and I’m not going to be evicted because 


some landlord wants to make some more money.” 


Robert Pender 
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ALERTS 


By Nicole Dial 
news@stbg.com 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 


Floyd Westerman Retrospective 
You may remember him for his 
role in “Dances with Wolves” as 
Chief Ten Bears and as a country 
western singer/songwriter. But 
Floyd Westerman, a.k.a. Red 
Crow, was also an outspoken 
activist for Native Americans 
and the environment. A new 
documentary by Steve Jacobson 
explores his later life and activ- 
ism. Along with the film, there 
will also be a social hour at 6:30 
and a discussion following the 
film. 

7:30-9:30 p.m., $5 suggested 
donation 

Humanist Hall 

390 27th St., Oakl. 
510-681-8699 

Real Mercantile Holiday Bazaar 
If you still have some holiday 
shopping to do and just can’t 
summon the will to hit the stores 
or feed the machine, you can get 
some great stuff while support- 
ing the local arts community and 
underground economy at the 
Real Mercantile Holiday Bazaar. 
held at arts impresario Chicken 
John spacious home and perfor- 
mance space. Homemade gifts 
and food are all available ina 
festive and very San Francisco 
atmosphere. 

5-9 p.m., free 

Chez Poulet 

3359 Cesar Chavez, SF 
www.therealmerchantile.com 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 


Festivus 2010 

San Francisco’s legendary 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
and pot activist Ed Rosenthal’s 
Green Aid unite to present a 
night of fundraising for the 
Medical Marijuana Legal Defense 
and Education Fund. The bash 
features an airing of grievances, 
feats of strength, the annual 
meeting of Dessert First Club, 
and live music and entertain- 
ment including The Phat Fly Girls 
and burlesque. Creative dress 
and cross-dressing encouraged. 
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7:30-11:30 p.m., $50 presale, 
$60 at door 

SomArts 

925 Brannan, SF 
415-515-7483 


SUNDAY, DEC 26 


Get Your Spawn On 

Join Brent Plater on a stroll 
through Muir Woods National 
Monument to learn more about 
coho and steelhead salmon and 
how to help them survive. The 
walk also features a search for 
endangered salmon in Redwood 
Creek. Make sure to wear some- 


HUH? BuT 
WE’RE THe 


By LL 
DANGLE 


GOOD. THEN You muST DRivE THE 
EXPLOSIVE-LADEN TRUCK To THE 


TARGET AND DETONATE IT WITH 


thing warm and bring your hiking 
boots. 

10-12 p.m., free with RSVP 
Meet at the Dipsea Trail trailhead 
Muir Woods National Monument, 
Mill Valley 

www.wildequity.org/ 
events/3166 


TUESDAY, DEC 28 


Castro Queer-in 

Join concerned local resident ins 
protesting the recently passed 
sit/lie ordinance more formally 
known as Proposition L. Bring 
out any and all musical instru- 


HOLY CRAP, JONES. THIS ISW7T 
JUST SOME DISGRUNTLED JUNIOR 
COLLEGE DROPOUT THIS TIME! 


MORONS! \pamN you! I THovGHT 
YoU RUINED] THIS ONE miGHT ae 


To CouRT!! 


ments, games, food to share, 
face-painting kits, and any items 
to barter. Everyone will gather 
outside of Harvey Milk’s former 
camera store. 

Noon-2 p.m., Free 

575 Castro SFBG 


Mail items for Alerts to the 
Guardian Building, 135 Mississippi 
St., SF, CA 94107; fax to (415) 
437-3658; or e-mail alert@sfbg. 
com. Please include a contact 
telephone number. Items must be 
received at least one week prior 
to the publication date. 
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POLITICS 
Sup. David Chiu and the empty may- 
or’s seat, congressional Republicans 
push for easier bankruptcy laws, and 
SF rallies support for WikiLeaks 


NOISE 
Our top 10 lists are up! Check out 
what K. Flay, Amp Live, Delorean, 
Weekend, and more bopped their 
heads to in 2010 


SEX SF 
Because there’s no reason why you 
can’t cruise through XXXmas: we line 
up the week’s sexiest events under 
the mistletoe 


PIXEL VISION 
Arthur Szyk and his political cartoon 
art hit the Legion of Honor, vegan 
Christmas entrees, Kung Pao Kosher 
Comedy, more 
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Parkmerced conr,, 


could be susceptible to a legal chal- 
lenge, given recent court rulings 
in Los Angeles and Santa Monica 
finding that the Ellis Act and the 
Costa~Hawkins Act preempted 
any contracts brokered with the 
municipalities. In each case, signed 
agreements between a devel- 
oper and a city were dissolved in 
California courts. 

“There’s nothing in state law 
that says that when you demolish 
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rent-controlled housing, it has to be 
replaced with rent-controlled hous- 
ing,” said Dean Preston, director of 
Tenants Together, a statewide ten- 
ant advocacy group. “I don’t think 
the city or the developer can make 
those guarantees.” 

Preston added that the prob- 
lem would be intensified if the 
property is conveyed to a new 
owner who didn’t make the same 
commitments, and acknowledged 
that he didn’t perceive a surefire 
way to guarantee enforceability. 


NEWS 


“It’s not the developer's fault, and 
it’s not the city’s fault,” Preston 
added. “Ultimately this needs to be 
addressed In Sacramento.” 


City staff and the developer seemed 
responsive to the concerns. In 
comments submitted to commis- 
sioners Dec. 9, Marshall said the 
development agreement should be 
amended to specify that the devel- 
oper agreed to waive any rights to 
challenge the requirements of the 
agreement. The following week, at 
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the Dec. 16 meeting, planning staff 


distributed revised copies of the 
agreement that had been changed 
to include that language. 

During a staff presentation 
at the Dec. 16 meeting, mayoral 
development advisor Michael Yarne 
addressed the rent-control question 
in a detailed presentation. “The 
city wants to protect existing ten- 
ants,” Yarne told commissioners. 
“Tt is not the city’s intent to leave 
existing tenants vulnerable.” 

Under Costa-Hawkins, Yarne 
said, exceptions to the rent-control 
prohibition apply in cases where a 
municipality has made a valuable 
contribution to a developer for a 
residential project in exchange for 
the waiver of rights under Costa- 
Hawkins. 


“It’s disingenuous to 
assure tenants that 
they will have rent- 
controlled replacement 
units after their units 


are demolished.” 
Polly Marshall 


Yarne ticked off a slew of 
contributions he believed would 
pass muster in a court of law as 
enough to qualify for the exception. 
Among other perks, maximum 
density controls for the site would 
be eliminated; the height and 
bulk for new buildings would be 
increased beyond what’s normally 
allowed; the city would not assess 
impact fees for the replacement 
units; the amount of permitted 
commercial mixed-use development 
for Parkmerced’s zoning category 
would be substantially increased; 
and the development rights would 
be frozen for 30 years with no 
required milestones. 

“We believe this satisfies the 
public-assistance exception,” Yarne 
said. He noted that the document 
was drafted with feedback from 
City Attorney Dennis Herrera. 

Tenant rights activist Calvin 
Welch, who had not yet seen the 
latest draft of the development 
agreement when the Guardian 


caught up with him, said “we're 
agnostic” on the rent-control provi- 
sion until having had a chance to 
carefully vet the final agreement. 
Yet he said the tenants were “abso- 
lutely right to be concerned,” given 
the recent legal precedent. 

Sup. Sean Elsbernd, whose 
District 7 includes Parkmerced, 
said he tuned into the hearings 
though he did not attend. Elsbernd 
said he would feel comfortable 
moving forward with the plan as 
long as he had assurance from the 
City Attorney's Office that the 
agreement was enforceable. “I don’t 
want to see that project go forward 
without certainty,” he said. 

Christina Olague, vice presi- 
dent of the Planning Commission, 
acknowledged the strong concerns 
voiced by residents about the com- 
ing changes to the property. “We 
have to be sensitive to the emotions 
that we witnessed that day,” Olague 
said. “We have to balance out a lot 
of different needs.” 

At the Dec. 16 meeting, more 
residents made comments echoing 
the furious opposition expressed on 
Dec. 9. At the same time, a small 
contingent of residents who favored 
the plan turned out to urge com- 
missioners to approve it. 

“T have witnessed consis= 
tent honesty from one source 
— the owner of Parkmerced, 

Rob Rosania,” Daniel Phillips, 
who identified himself as presi- 
dent of the Board of Directors 
of the Parkmerced Residents’ 
Organization, noted in written 
comments submitted to com- 
missioners. “As long as I have 
known Rob Rosania and Stellar 
Management, they have made 
promises and kept them.” 

Yet it was clear that many other 
tenants were not convinced, and on 
Dec. 9, several lamented the idea 
that their homes would be knocked 
down and their longstanding com- 
munity impacted by the new devel- 
opment. 

Residents who oppose the 
development recently formed a 
new residents organization called 
the Parkmerced Action Coalition. 
Members of that group are opposed 
to the wholesale demolition of 
the 1,500 garden apartments and 
would rather see them retrofitted 
and preserved. 

“We are living in panic,” 

a woman who had lived in 
Parkmerced for many years told 
commissioners. “I am completely 
opposed to the tear-down of our 
community.” srec 
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The large cast of maiacal hopefuls eludes (from left) SFPUC head Ed Harrington, Sheriff Michael Hennessey, Sup. David Chiu, former Mayor Art Agnos, Sup. David 
Campos, and Democratic Party chair Aaron Peskin. | PHoTos OF HARRINGTON, HENNESSEY, AND AGNOS BY LUKE THOMAS/FOG CITY JOURNAL 


Mayoral dynamics 


Supervisors survey the tricky path to 
Room 200 


By Steven T. Jones 
steve@sfbg.com 


Despite the best efforts of Sup. Chris 
Daly and some of his progressive col- 
leagues to create an orderly transfer 
of authority in the city’s most power- 
ful office, the selection of a successor 
to Mayor Gavin Newsom will come 
‘down to a frantic, unpredictable, 

last-minute drama starting a few days 
into the new year. 

The board has convened to hear 
public testimony and consider choos- 
ing a new mayor three times, each 
time delaying the decision with little 
discussion by any supervisor except 
Daly, who pleaded with his colleagues 
on Dec. 14 to “Say something, the 
people deserve it,” and asking, “Are 
we going to take our charge?” 

The current board will get one 
more crack at making the decision 
Jan. 4, a day after the California 
Constitution calls for Newsom to 
assume his duties as lieutenant gover- 
nor — although Newsom has threat- 
ened to delay his swearing-in so Daly 
and company don’t get to the make 
the decision. 

“T can’t just walk away and see 
everything blow up. And there are 
a few politicians in this town that 
want to.serve an ideological agenda,” 
Newsom told KCBS radio reporter 
Barbara Taylor on Dec. 16, two days 
after praising the board for its “lead- 
ership and stewardship” in revising 
and unanimously approving the city’s 
bid to host the America’s Cup. 

Newsom and his fiscally con- 
servative political base fear that the 
board’s progressive majority will 
nominate one of its own as mayor, 
whereas Newsom told Taylor, “The 
board should pick a caretaker and not 
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a politician — that’s my criteria.” 

Some board members strongly 
disagree. “It’s not his to decide. 
Besides, what's not ideological? 

That doesn’t make sense. Everyone's 
ideological,” Sup. John Avalos told 
the Guardian, a point echoed by 
other progressives on the board and 
even many political moderates in 
town, who privately complain that 
Newsom's stand is hypocritical, petty, 
and not in the city’s best interests. 

The Guardian has interviewed a 
majority of members of the Board of 
Supervisors about the mayoral suc- 
cession question, and all expect the 
board to finally start discussing may- 
oral succession and making nomina- 
tions on Jan. 4. 

But whether the current board, or 
the newly elected board that is sworn 
in on Jan. 8, ultimately chooses the 
new mayor is anyone's guess. And at 
Guardian press time, who that new 
mayor will be (and what conditions 
that person will agree to) was still a 
matter of wild speculation, elaborate 
conspiracy theories, and backroom 
deal making. 


GETTING TO SIX 

A majority of supervisors say there’s 

a simple reason why the board hasn't 
seriously discussed mayoral succes- 
sion since it unanimously approved 
the procedures for doing so Nov. 23 
(see “The process begins,” Nov. 30). 
Everyone seems to know that nobody 
has the required six votes. 

Avalos said he thinks the current 
board is better situated to choose the 
new mayor because of its experience, 
even though he voted for the delay 
on Dec. 14 (in an 8-3 vote, with Daly 
and Sups. Ross Mirkarimi and David 
Campos in dissent). “I supported the 


delay because we were not closer to 
having a real discussion about it than 
we were the week before,” Avalos told 
us, noting that those who were push- 
ing for Campos “ ‘didn’t do enough 

to broaden the coalition to support 
David Campos.” 

For his part, Campos agreed that 
“the progressive majority has not 
figured out what it wants to do yet,” 
a point echoed by Mirkarimi: “I don’t 
think there's a plan.” Sup. Sophie 
Maxwell, who made both the suc- 
cessful motions to delay the vote, told 
us, “There’s a lot more thinking that 
people need to do.” 

“We do not yet have consensus,” 
Chiu said of his reasons for sup- 
porting the delay, noting that state 
conflict-of-interest and open govern- 
ment laws also make it difficult for 
the board to have a frank discussion 
about who the new mayor should be. 

For example, Chiu is barred from 
even declaring publicly that he wants 
the job and describing how he might 
lead, although he is widely known to 
be in the running. 

The board can’t officially name a 
new mayor until the office is vacant. 
Sup. Bevan Dufty, who is already 
running for mayor, told us the board 
should wait for Newsom to act. “I felt 
the resignation should be in effect 
before the board makes a move,” 
Dufty said. 

Sups. Sean Elsbernd, Carmen 
Chu, Michela Alioto-Pier, and Eric 
Mar did not return the Guardian's 
calls for comment. 


PIECES OF THE PUZZLE 
Adding to the drama of the mayoral 
succession decision will be the new 
Board of Supervisors’ inaugural 
meeting on Jan. 8, when the first 
order of business will be the vote for 
a new board president, who will also 
immediately become acting mayor if 
the office has been vacated by then 
and the previous board hasn’t chosen 
a new mayor. 

While Newsom and his down- 
town allies are clearly banking on the 
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hope that the new board will select a 
politically moderate caretaker mayor, 
something that three of the four 
new supervisors say they want (see 
“Class of 2010,” Dec. 8), the reality 
is that the new board will have the 
same basic ideological breakdown as 
the current board and some personal 
relationships that could benefit pro- 
gressives Chiu and Avalos. 

Daly said downtown is probably 
correct that the current board is more 
likely than the new one to directly 
elect a progressive mayor who might 
run for the office in the fall, such as 
Campos or former board President 
Aaron Peskin. But he thinks the new 
board is likely to elect a progressive as 
president, probably Campos, Chiu, or 
Avalos, and that person could end up 
lingering as acting mayor indefinitely. 

“They really haven't thought 
through Jan. 8. Downtown doesn't 
like to gamble, and I think it’s a 
gamble,” Daly said. “There's a decent 
chance that we'll get a more progres- 
sive mayor out of the leadership vote 
for board president.” 

Avalos said it “would be a disas- 
ter” for the board president to linger 
as acting mayor for a long time, com- 
plicating the balance of power at City 
Hall. But he wouldn’t mind holding 
the board gavel. “I-think I would do 
a good job as board president, but I’m 
not going to scratch and claw my way 
to be board president,” Avalos said. 
“Td be just as happy to be chair of 
the Budget Committee again.” 

Avalos said he thinks it’s impor- 
tant to have a mayor who is willing to 
work closely with board progressives 
and to support new revenues as part 
of the budget solution, which is why 
he would be willing to support Chiu, 
Campos, or Mirkarimi for mayor, 
saying “All of them could do a good 
job.” 

Given the progressive majority 
on the board, it’s also possible that 
there will be a lingering standoff 
between supporters for Chiu, a swing 
vote in budget and other battles who 
has yet to win the full confidence of 


all the progressive supervisors, and 
former Mayor Art Agnos, who has 
offered to serve as a caretaker. Some 
see Agnos as more progressive than 
the other alternatives pushed by 
moderates, including Sheriff Michael 
Hennessey and San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission head Ed 
Harrington. 

Moderates like Dufty are hopeful 
that a couple of progressives might 
break off to support Hennessey 
(“From the first minute, he knows 
everything you'd need to know in an 
emergency situation,” Dufty said) or 
Harrington (“I could see him step- 
ping in and closing the budget deficit 
and finding a good compromise on 
pension reform,” Dufty said) after a 
few rounds of voting. 

Mirkarimi is openly backing 
Agnos. “He has evolved, as I've 
known him, in the days since being 
mayor,” Mirkarimi said. “I think 
we've spent too much time on find- 
ing the progressive guy to be mayor 
than on setting up what a progressive 
caretaker administration would look 
like.” And then there are the wild 
cards, like state Sen. Mark Leno 
and City Attorney Dennis Herrera. 
Herrera’s a declared candidate and 
Leno has made it clear that he’d take 
the job if it were offered to him. 

Given the fact that supervisors 
can’t vote for themselves, it’s dif 
ficult for any of them to win. “I don’t 
think it’s likely that a member of the 
Board of Supervisors will get enough 
votes to be mayor,” Avalos told us, 
although he said that Chiu is the one 
possible exception. 

But to get to six votes, Chiu 
would have to have most of the pro- 
gressive supervisors supporting him 
and some moderates, such as D10 
Supervisor-elect Malia Cohen (whom 
Chiu endorsed), D8’s Scott Wiener, 
and/or Chu (who might be persuaded 
to help elect the city’s first Chinese 
American mayor). 

That would be a delicate dance, 
although it’s as likely as any of the 


other foreseeable scenarios. srac 
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In the mix: Political observers have mentioned (from left) Paul Henderson, David Onek, Jim Hammer, and Katherine Feinstein as possible replacements for Kamala Harris. 
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The next district attorney 


Buried in all the hoopla over mayoral succession is 
another key job — and more political intrigue 


Sarah Phelan 
sarah@sfbg.com 


By the time District Attorney Kamala Harris 
declared victory in the razor-close California 
attorney general race, two candidates had already 
filed to replace her. And their candidacies further 
complicate the delicate process of appointing a 
new district attorney when Harris gets sworn in 
Jan. 3 as the first woman and racial minority to 
become attorney general of California. 

David Onek, a senior fellow at the Berkeley 
Center for Criminal Justice and a former police 
commissioner, filed in July and has raised 
$130,000 and collected 1,000 signatures. 

Paul Henderson, a veteran prosecutor whom 
Harris tapped in 2007 as her chief administra- 
tor, filed Nov. 22 when his boss’ victory in the 
attorney general’s race looked assured. 

And now Alameda County Assistant D.A. 
Sharmin Bock, a human trafficking expert, is 
reportedly mulling a bid. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom has said that if 
Harris resigns before him, he'll heed her rec- 
ommendation for her successor. But whoever 
Newsom, or his successor, appoints will have a 
major advantage as the incumbent if he or she 
runs in November 2011. 

Unlike the interim mayor, who will have 
to make unpopular cuts to balance the budget, 
the person who fills out Harris’ term will have a 
strong presumption of holding onto the office. 

So far Harris has been silent on the topic of 
a replacement to the post she held since 2003, 
when she defeated two-term incumbent District 
Attorney Terence Hallinan. 

A possible reason for Harris’ silence is that 
until recently San Francisco Superior Court 
Presiding Judge Katherine Feinstein, the only 
daughter of U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, was 
thought to be a front-runner for the post. This 
perception was based on the assumption that 
Sen. Feinstein wanted her daughter appointed, 
that Newsom would obey the senator's wishes, 
and that no one in Democratic circles would 
dare to challenge Judge Feinstein in November 
given her mother’s political influence. 


But it turns out that Feinstein, 53, whose 
peers unanimously elected her to succeed James 
J. McBride for a two-year term effective Jan. 1, 
2011 as the Superior Court's presiding judge, 
couldn't legally accept an appointment anyway 
and would have to run in the November race. 

And Superior Court spokeswoman Ann 
Donlan told the Guardian that Feinstein does 
not intend to give up her position as presiding 
judge. “Judge Feinstein has told court employees 
and her judicial colleagues that she has no inten- 
tion of relinquishing her judicial duties in San 
Francisco,” Donlan stated. 


THE HEIR APPARENT 

That leaves Henderson as Harris’ presumptive 
heir; Onek, who is married to the daughter of 
Michael Dukakis, is a political force to be reck- 
oned with; and former prosecutor Bill Fazio and 
police commissioner and former prosecutor Jim 
Hammer are possible appointments. 

District Attorney's Office spokesperson 
Erica Derryck would say nothing on the record 
about the appointment other than that it’s the 
mayor's decision to make. But former D.A. 
Office spokesperson Debbie Mesloh noted that 
Harris has outlined the qualities she is seeking. 

“Kamala has mentioned publicly that she is 
looking for someone with integrity who under- 
stands how the office works and will take over 
in such a way that allows people to continue 
their work,” Mesloh said. “That may sound 
like small potatoes, but it’s a big deal given how 
many folks work in the D.A.'s Office.” 

Public Defender Jeff Adachi told us he finds 
it interesting that neither Harris nor Newsom 
has issued an endorsement in favor of anyone. 
“The silence is deafening,” Adachi said, “But 
what’s absolutely missing is a process to select 
a new district attorney. The D.A’s job involves 
major responsibilities in terms of running and 
managing a large law office, so I think there 
should be some ‘kind of process.” 

Adachi said the most important qualifica- 
tion is an understanding of how the D.A.’s 
Office operates and the respect of line staff. 
“That's where trial experience comes in. You 


want someone with experience of homicide tri- 
als and serious cases. Youre overseeing a staff of 
trial attorneys, investigators, and their support 
staff — who are all litigators.” 

Adachi warns that having a caretaker in 
that office for 11 months would create havoc. * 
“The best choice would be someone who would . 
allow for a smooth transition and have the 
qualifications and interest in running for office,” 
he said. 

Sup. David Chiu, who became the first 
Chinese-American Board of Supervisors presi- 
dent in January 2008 and previously worked as 
a criminal prosecutor in the D.A.’s Office, has 
often been mentioned as a candidate. He told 
the Guardian that he enjoyed his time as a pros- 
ecutor but wants to stay put, for now. 

“Kamala Harris did a good job in terms of 
her prosecutorial approach, and I understand 
she is anxious to make sure her legacy is not 
repealed,” Chiu said. “I’m happy to serve wher- 
ever to further the public interest, and the board 
is in a fragile and unstable place.” 


IT WON'T BE SUP. ELSBERND 

Former D.A. Terence Hallinan, who served two 
terms as a supervisor before being elected D.A., 
thinks it’s a big advantage to come from the 
board. “I knew how to use the budget process 

to get what I needed,” he said. “I held the key to 
that door.” 

But a city insider who asked to remain 
anonymous said that if Chiu is thinking D.A., 
he'd be setting his sights too low. “The brass 
ring is right there for Chiu as mayor,” the 
source said. 

According to the city charter, the D.A. 
must be a San Francisco resident who has been 
licensed to practice law in all California courts 
for at least five years. Sup. Sean Elsbernd, who 
qualified for the bar in 2000, has been men- 
tioned in some circles. But Elsbernd told us that 
the rumors that Newsom would appoint him as 
D.A. and Newsom's Chief of Staff Steve Kawa 
as D7 supervisor are baseless. 

“They are just saying that because I’m an 
attorney,” said Elsbernd, who worked as a law 
clerk with Nielsen, Merksamer, Parinello, 
Mueller, & Naylor and with the D.A.’s Office 
prior to his August 2004 appointment to the 
board by Newsom and his November 2004 
election. 

So now the money remains on Newsom 
to appoint Henderson, who is a gay African 
American. “It’s important to take the diversity 


of the city into account,” our City Hall source 
said. “And Henderson can do the job. He's 
extremely capable; the lawyer types like him; he 
reaches out to all groups and political factions; 
and his appointment would be a signal to the 
Democratic Party that whoever appoints him 
takes diversity seriously.” 

Hallinan said he thinks Henderson will get 
the nod. “I think Kamala wants to keep a hand 
in that office,” Hallinan said. “And Paul is a 
nice guy, very competent, a good administrator 
— though not real experienced at trying cases.” 

The D.A. doesn't have time to try cases 
because there are administrative matters to 
deal with every day, Hallinan noted. “But trial 
experience is good because, although the job is 
administrative, you are selecting who should try 
what case,” he said. “So unless you have experi- 
ence, it’s hard to judge what resources you have 
to be devoted.” 

Fazio, who lost to Hallinan in the D.A.’s 
race in the 1990s, says he wants Henderson 
to get the appointment. “Henderson has been 
a loyal deputy. Onek has never been in a 
courtroom, and he doesn’t even work in San 
Francisco,” Fazio said. 

Fazio doesn’t think Henderson’s bid will be 
hampered by ongoing crime lab and prosecuto- 
rial scandals in the D.A.’s Office since he wasn’t 
directly involved in the crime lab and police 
misconduct cases. “The biggest challenge for 
Paul will be turning all that around and run- 
ning for office,” Fazio said. Insiders agreed that 
unless something highly unusual happens, an 
incumbent Henderson would get widespread 
political support in November. 

But Onek sounds like he’s in the race for 
the duration, and he downplayed his lack of 
trial experience. “The bottom line is that I’m 
not going to be the chief trial attorney,” Onek 
said. “The role of the D.A. is to set policy, have 
a vision for the office, manage the office, work 
collaboratively with the community and law 
enforcement agencies, and finally, bring resourc- 
es in from outside.” 

“Tm spending my time building a criminal 
justice movement and not focusing on the poli- 
tics of it all,” he added. “It’s speculation and the 
winds change every day.” 

Onek observed that his entire career has 
been about criminal justice reform. “Kamala 
Harris did a great job of starting on that reform, 
and we need someone who can step in and con- 
tinue the reform.” srac 
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The tax cutter cometh 


By Paul Reidinger 
paulr@sfbg.com 


DINE It does fall to me occasionally 
to check up on our 
town’s tonier het- 
erosexuals, who can 
be found cavorting 
in their infamous 
and restaurant-dotted 
playland beyond the magic moun- 
tains of Pacific Heights. (As for the 
homos: I have a pretty clear picture 
of that splendid circus.) Now that 
the rich, aided by their loyal appa- 
ratchiks in Congress, have secured 
another round of tax relief for them- 
selves the question naturally arises 
regarding how they will spend their 
fresh loot, which we the taxpayers 
are so wisely borrowing from our 
BFFs, the Chinese. 

Judging by the evidence on 
display at Capannina, a wonderful 
Italian restaurant on Union Street, 
they're spending it prudently — even 
wisely! — although the sample size 
is small. It’s small because the res- 
taurant itself is on the small side: 

a mid-block storefront beautifully 
done up with pistachio-colored walls, 
banquettes upholstered in a time- 
lessly elegant fabric of gold and claret 
stripes, a tall bar of burnished wood 
at the rear of the dining room, and, 
hanging over that bar, a contrivance 


of wrought iron that resembles a bit 
of belle epoque signage from a Paris 
Métro station, or the undercarriage 
of a bistro table that somehow found 
itself hanging upside down from the 
ceiling, like a bat. 

Capannina’s look reminds us 
that restaurant design, like clothing 
fashion, is a little like calculating a 
reéntry angle for a space capsule: too 
steep an angle and the craft burns up, 
too shallow and it bounces off into 
space for eternity. The window, the 
sweet spot, is actually rather tight 
and involves some clever blend of old 
and new, unexpected and familiar, 
soothing and stimulating. Capannina 
has worked these tensions into a nice 
balance; the design does enough to 
attract your attention briefly with- 
out making intrusive demands. It is 
handsome without becoming narcis- 
sistic — no small feat in a culture like 
ours — and in this important respect 
it looks and feels just as a restaurant 
should. When it fills up, though, it 
does get loud to the point of making 
conversation difficult. 

Several of Capannina’s blood 
relations, including Café Tiramisu 
and Brindisi are to be found on 
Belden Lane, whose European 
atmospherics and restaurant popu- 
lation density keep the standards 
pretty sharp. Capannina is an out- 
lier or outpost, but it seems to enjoy 


DRINK 


Spend it wisely: The wonderful Campannini 
in the Marina balances tony with taste in 


dishes like burano cheese over broccoli rabe. 


an indirect benefit from its siblings’ 
competitions; the kitchen’s Italian 
cooking is, like the design of the 
restaurant itself, a tight weave of 
tradition and controlled innovation. 

One little flourish I particularly 
like in Italian cooking is a nuzzle of 
chili heat. The gamberi picante con 
polenta ($14), or spicy prawns, did 
indeed leave a naughty tingle on our 
lips, soothed by the balm of basil 
aioli, Even better was the polenta, 
which appeared as a small, crisp, 
well-formed cake, hardly larger than 
the shrimp themselves, instead of 
the more usual engulfing blob. 

Nothing says early winter 
around here quite like crab, and 
Capannina’s kitchen turns out 
estimable crab cakes, or polpet- 
tina di granchio ($14). These were 
served in threes, with tomato-basil 
aioli, and were quite small (“mini,” 
in menu-speak). The downsizing 
might have contributed to their sub- 
lime, almost fritter-like crispness. 

I love big, fat crab cakes, at least 
when I start eating them, but crab 
is rich, and what is wonderful for 
the first few bites isn’t necessarily as 
wonderful by the last one. 

We found the carpaccio di 
manzo ($13) to be a corrective, with 
its purifying, slightly astringent 
presences of fresh arugula leaves 
and mustard dill sauce, along with 
a generous sprinkling of cracked 
black peppercorns on the tissue of 


GUARDIAN PHOTO BY RORY MCNAMARA 


beef. Parmesan cheese, well-rep- 
resented here in leaf-like shavings, 
can go either way, like the fabled 
independent voter, or many a man 
in this zero-gravity city. In this dish 
it flexed both of its biceps, one rich, 
the other pungent. 

To my mind there is no better 
chicken preparation in the world 
than a/ mattone, or under a brick, 
and Capannina’s version ($19 for 
a half-bird) couldn't be improved 
on: crisp, golden skin all over, juicy 
flesh cooked through to the bone, 
and not much bone. The leaking 
juice helped arfimate the chard and 
crisp potato dice arranged along the 
side of the plate. 

And about the cannoli ($8): 
exceptional, in a word. These were 
finger-sized pastry flutes, boldly 
fried, oozing mascarpone laced with 
candied fruit — a kind of creamed 
panettone — and served with an 
espresso sauce for dipping. Caution, 
though; they were rich beyond any 


tax-cutter’s wildest fantasies. srac 


CAPANNINA 

Dinner: Sun.—Thurs., 5-10 p.m.; 
Fri.-Sat., 5-10:30 p.m. 

1809 Union, SF 

(415) 409-8001 
www.capanninasf.com 

Beer and wine 
AE/DC/DS/MC/V 

Noisy 

Wheelchair accessible 


LIVE music SUPPER CLUB 
DINNER 5:30 TO 10:00 » MUSIC NIGHTLY TIL CLOSE 


DINNER & A SHOW $35 PRIX FIXE 
ALL NIGHT WED & SAT UNTIL 8PM, INCLUDES 
3 COURSES, GLASS OF WINE AND LIVE JAZZ 


1710 MISSION @ DUBOCE 
415-551-CODA (2632) 


Est 
the 2007 


2006 


* PAQUE 
AN-C UN 
pS 


*2009 + 3 
"* BEST * 


TAQUERIA 


Cc. 
a 


x 2000 
GUARDIAN 


* * * 
BEST VEGGIE 


BURRITO 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian" 


“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 


2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008 


°e OPEN EVERYDAY 


te® 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 

1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 


INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY-OWNED | SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SFBG.COM | FOOD + DRINK 15 


1 Jose #1NE ou 


CATERING SERVICE 


B 4 


a, hagas pl arate 
‘is now completely remode led!) 7) 
wv wie . 


CELEBRATING OUR 


ea 


fy) AeMapincon «, 
> = 
- -ELS 


‘Now, 


: 
Visatand’ —= 


Providing a guided tour of the Bay Area 
medical marijuana clubs & dispensaries, 
VISIT US ONLINE AT | th ; reviewing quality of product, 
—EE——— conemagroneners g atmosphere and service. 


he 
Goat Hill Pizza G3 


974-1303 


Wednesday January 26, 2010 


Friday January 21, 2010 


To advertise: | 
Contact us at 415.487.2500 


GUAROIAN 


FOOD + DRINK 


Grids and gridiron 


By L.E. Leone 


le.chicken.farmer@gmail.com 


CHEAP EATS Coach and me went 
to Benders many 
nights in a row. 
“Benders,” she likes 
to say. “It’s what’s 
for dinner.” But I 
don't know. I love 
their burgers and tots. And their 
pulled pork, come to think of it, 
rebounded me nicely from that dol- 
lop of whatever-the-crap-that-was 
at Bonnie’s last week. But my sense 
of adventure begins to feel compro- 
mised after more than one night in a 
row at the same place. 

Nevertheless, neither one of 
us has a TV. And we thought we 
should watch us some football. I 
swear our intention was to go to . 
poetry readings, too. But we tended 
not to want to leave the bar. 

It’s weird, liking football again, 
this time from a softer, less angular 
angle. For me, the football part of 
my friendship with Coach is the 
perfect blend of strategy (possible 
color-combinations, baggy vs. tight 
uniforms), surreality (keep reading), 
and camaraderie. It reminds me of 
watching the Niners with Wayway 
back in the day, only Coach and I 
seldom look at the TV and the plays 
we draw up on our napkins look a 
lot more like fruit trees in the end. 

Moreover, I’m pretty sure 
Wayway never said (although he 
may well have been thinking it) dur- 
ing Monday Night Football: “This 
would be a lot more interesting if 
they were lesbians.” 

“They will be, Coach,” I 
reminded her. “For now, just imag- 
ine.” 

The Ravens were playing the 
Texans. 

We talked about relationships. 
We talked about depression. We 
talked about the holidays, and who I 
will meet and where we will be and 
who will like me. And always even- 
tually it came back to the little TV 
at the other end of the bar. 

“J like when the little guys dart 
around,” she said. “They're like 
shortstops, and second base.” 

“That's the spirit,” I said. “Now 
we're talking.” 

Coach has a little notebook that 
she writes her football information 
in. There is a column of names. 
Most of our friends already know 
that they are playing football come 
spring. One or two even know how. 


coaching staff, confidant, and — if 
I don’t blow it — on-field captain. 


-We already know who our quarter- 


back will be and have a pretty good 
idea of the blockers. Less certain is 
who will play weasel, and the ever- 
important position Coach calls the 
“far runners.” Myself, I am proud to 
be penciled in, according to her little 
notebook, at shortstop. 

Which looks to me a little like 
the position formerly known as tight 
end. But when I mentioned this to 
Coach she got the giggles. “Tight 
end!” she said. “That’s perfect!” 

I should stop writing about us. 
We are going to take this league by 
storm. And it might be better if no 
one sees us gathering on the hori- 
zon, like dark, sexy, undertalented 
and overburgered but height-weight 
proportionate clouds. 

I’m just too excited to leave it 
alone! 

OK, focus. My-secret agent 
lady Sal and me didn’t want to sit 
in her rental car at the beach and 
watch surfer boys change clothes in 
her rear view mirror on an empty 
stomach, so we stopped off first for 
Korean. 

Every Saturday a group of three 
or four food trucks circle the wagons 
down at McCoppin and Valencia 
around lunch time, and then some. 
I tried to go there once before with 
Mr. Wong when we were on our 
kimchi burrito kick, but Seoul on 
Wheels musta had a flat tire that 
week. 

This time it was there! That’s 
the good news. The bad news is that 
its Korean burritos, which it calls 
korritos, are premade and have sour 
cream, which is a big mistake. An 
even bigger mistake: way too much 
rice and way not enough meat, or 
kimchi, or therefore flavor. 

Weak. Weak. Weak. 

On the other hand, I had a 
bulgogi taco and it had no rice at all. 
Small small small. But ... delicious! 

There’s also a Filipino truck 
there, which is pretty good, and 
I forget which taco truck — taco 
tacos, I mean. Next time I'll try 
those. sree 


SEOUL ON WHEELS @ OFF THE GRID 
Sat. 11:30 a.m.—3 p.m. 

McCoppin and Valencia, SF 

(415) 336-0387 

Cash only 

No alcohol stac 


I do! That’s why I get to be Coach’s , C | | | 
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3369 Mission Street, SF, CA 94110 
(415) 525-4750 


Sunday through Thursday 5pm—10pm 
Friday & Saturday 5pm—11pm 


SFBG Best Recession-proof Sushi 2009 
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FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN PICKS 


THE SAN 


WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 22 


DANCE 


The Christmas Ballet 

Smuin Ballet’s The Christmas 
Ballet (previewed previously and 
now a mini-review) is a welcome 
antidote to the sentimentality 
surrounding the holiday season. 
The first part pays lip service 

to more or less classical music 
but the show really takes off 

in the second half, “The Cool 
Christmas.” Matthew Linzer as 
Elvis and Robin Cornwell, giving 
life to Eartha Kitt, are show- 
stealers. But then so is Ryan 
Camou’s high-leaping drum- 
mer boy. This entertainment 

— and that’s what it is — is 
ballet-based though leavened 
with Cajun, Irish, polka, waltz, 
hula, jazz, and tap. This year 
choreographer-in-residence 
Amy Seiwert’s added a spritely 
“Carol of the Bells”; her stark. 
and sculpturally intriguing “Noel 
Nouvelet,” based on a 15th- 
century carol, still looks strong. 
The late Smuin’s wide-ranging 
musical taste allowed him to 
come with intriguing versions of 
familiar material. In this respect, 
at least, Seiwert seems to follow 
in his footsteps. (Rita Felciano) 


Wed/22-Thurs/23, 8 p.m. (also 
Wed/22, 2 p.m.); 

Fri/24, 2 p.m., $4-$62 

Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts 


Novellus Theater 
701 Mission, SF 
(415) 978-2787 
www.ybca.org 


PERFORMANCE 


SantaLand Diaries 

David Sedaris, one of America’s 
favorite humorists, got his 
start with SantaLand Diaries, 
an essay on his stint working 
as an elf in the holiday spec- 
tacle at Macy’s. Sedaris first 
shared this humorous holiday 
anecdote on National Public 
Radio’s Morning Edition in 
1992. Since then it has been 
adapted for the stage by Joe 
Mantello as a solo one-act. 
David Sinaiko stars as Crumpet 
the elf in Combined Artform’s 
annual presentation of holiday 
amusement and laughs. The 
wacky zaniness of the holidays 
is captured by Sedaris like 
none other. Note that no one 
under 16 will be admitted. 
(Emmaly Wiederholt) 


Wed/22-Fri/24 and Dec. 26-30, 
8 p.m.; 

(also Thurs/23, 5 p.m.; Fri/24, 

3 p.m.) $20-$30 

Eureka Theatre 

215 Jackson, SF 
www.cafearts.com 


MUSIC 


San Francisco Symphony 

In the last few frenzied days 
before Christmas, take time 

to get into the spirit with the 


San Francisco Symphony in 
‘Twas the Night, a program of 
holiday favorites. From “Good 
King Wenceslas” to “The 

12 Days of Christmas,” this 
assortment of beloved sea- 
sonal tunes will put the whole 
family in good cheer. Ages 17 
and under are half-price and 
complimentary festive bever- 
ages follow the performance, 
so join in the jolly fun. With 
Ragnar Bohlin conducting, 
Robert Huw Morgan on organ, 
Lisa Vroman singing soprano, 
and Joan Cifarelli on piano, 
traditional carols and songs 
come to life as never before. 
(Wiederholt) 


Wed/22-Thurs/23, 7:30 p.m.; 
Fri/24, 2 p.m., $15-$67 
Davies Symphony Hall 

201 Van Ness, SF 

(415) 864-6000 
www.sfsymphony.org 


THURSDAY 


‘DECEMBER 23 


FILM 


Sita Sings the Blues 

Inspired by the sudden decay of 
her own marriage, Nina Paley 
recreated what she’s called 
“the greatest break-up story 
ever told,” the tale of Sita and 
Rama from Sanskrit epic the 
Ramayama. The resulting film, 
produced on the director’s 
home computer, has been 
hailed as a miracle of contem- 


porary animation, blending 
various artistic styles with the 
music of 1920s blues:singer 
Annette Hanshaw. Using that 
music created a copyright suit 
against Paley, who has since 
released the movie online 

as part of the Free Culture 
movement. These screenings 
benefit the Red Vic, courtesy 
of the director and Shadow 
Distribution. (Ryan Prendiville) 


Thurs/23 and Sun/26, 7:15 and 
9:15 p.m. 

(also Sun/26, 2 and 4 p.m.), 
$6-$9 

Red Vic Movie House 

1727 Haight, SF 

(415) 668-3994 
www.redvicmoviehouse.com 


PERFORMANCE 


“Joyful Noise: A Gospel 
Celebration of Christmas” 
The Lorraine Hansberry 
Theatre is in the midst of its 
30th anniversary seasons 

— and like all previous sea- 
sons, 2010-11 is dedicated to 
“exploring, celebrating, and 
reflecting the lives of African 
Americans.” But it’s been a 
bittersweet year, with the 
deaths of founding artistic 
director Stanley E. Williams 
and founding executive direc- 
tor Quentin Easter, a longtime 
couple, coming just weeks 
apart. LHT has dedicated this 
year’s spin on its traditional 
holiday gospel musical, Black 
Nativity, to the pair; the popu- 
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lar performance’s new title 
and script were created with 
Williams’ input before he died. 
But don’t expect a somber 
affair — the play honors the 
spirits of its founders with 
dance, humor, and powerful 
vocals, and promises to bring 
joy to all ages, cultures, and 
faiths. (Cheryl Eddy) 


Through Dec. 31 

Thurs, 8 p.m.; Fri/24 and Dec. 
31, 2 p.m.; 

(also Dec. 31, 7 p.m.); Sun/26, 
4p.m., $25-$50 

Fort Mason Center 

Southside Theater, Bldg D 
Marina at Laguna, SF 
www.lhtsf.org 


EVENT 


Latke Ball 

While the nerdy Jews will be 
tittering away at Kung Pao 
Kosher Comedy (see below), 
the Jew who just wants to 
get her grind on (or anyone 
trying to duck down from 
tinsel) heads tonight to the 
annual Latke Ball, the Jewish 
Community Federation’s 
annual December fundraiser 
— usually held Dec. 24 but 
stepping into the night prior 
this year outta respect to 
shabbat. Sure, there are no 
cutting edge DJs on the bill, 
but more than 1,000 obser- 
vant and not-so-much Heebs 
who refuse to take “closed for 
the holidays” for an answer? _ 
This calls for a mazel tov! 


— and maybe a Manhattan. 
(Caitlin Donohue) 


9 p.m.—2 a.m., $40 

Ruby Skye 

420 Mason, SF 

(415) 777-0411 
www.jewishfed.org/event/ 
latke-ball-2010 


PERFORMANCE 


Kung Pao Kosher Comedy 
While the Jew into sweatin’ to 
the top 40 is dodging flailing 
stiletto vamps at the Latke 

Ball (see above), the more 
cerebral set heads to Kung Pao 
Kosher Comedy, comedian Lisa 
Geduldig’s 18-year-old stand- 
up alternative to the low-fi 
claymation specials blasting 
from your roommate's TV. The 
annual event was birthed ina 
South Hadley, Mass., Chinese 
restaurant and serves up 
yucks by offbeat comedians 
hailing from various corners of 
Jewdom, all over family-style 
servings of rock cod with bok 
choy and Boca Raton-style 
chow mein. Headliners this 
year include creepy-cute com- 
edy vet Wendy Liebman, 21- 
year old prodigy Nathan Habib, 
and Georgia-born Vietnamese- 
Jew Joe Nguyen. (Donohue) 


Thurs/23-Sun/26, 5 and 
8:30 p.m., $42-$62 

New Asia Restaurant 
772 Pacific, SF 

(925) 275-9005 
www.koshercomedy.com 


SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 25 


EVENT 


Safeway Holiday Ice Rink 
New York City has its world- 
famous skating rink at 
Rockefeller Center, blah blah 
blah. But why travel to the 
freezing-cold East Coast when 
you can get some downtown 
ice time right here in San 
Francisco? Possibly rocking 

a t-shirt while you’re at it? 
Plunked down in the middle 
of Union Square, the Safeway 
Holiday Ice Rink offers 90- 
minute sessions starting on 
each even hour. You'll already 
be banged up from fighting 
the crowds at Macy’s and 
(sweet Jeebus) Forever 21, so 
it’s well worth taking a shop- 
ping time-out to channel your 
inner Johnny Weir as Union 
Square’s behemoth Christmas 
tree twinkles overhead. (Eddy) 


Through Jan. 147, 2011 

Daily, 10 a.m.—10 p.m. (Fri-Sat, 
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m.); 

Dec. 31, closes at 9:30 p.m., 
$4.50-$9.50 (skate rental, $4) 
Union Square 

Geary and Powell, SF 
www.unionsquareicerink.com 


MUSIC 


“13th Annual Black X Mass” 
Gotta love it when you click on 
an event taking place Dec. 25 
and it takes you to the First 


Satanic Church’s homepage. 
The Black X Mass, though, is 
ironically a bit of a godsend. 
Maybe you don’t celebrate 
Christmas, or you’re unable to 
travel to hang with relatives 
— or perhaps you’re planning 
to do both, and fully realize 
you'll need to decompress 
after a full-court press of 
holiday cheer. Whatever the 
reason, if you'll be lurking 
around the dark and lonely 
streets of San Francisco dur- 
ing the holidays, head to the 
Elbo Room for Karla LaVey 
and the First Satanic Church’s 
annual Black X Mass party. 
Replace that Santa hat with 
horns and hail the stylings 

of Graves Brothers Deluxe, 
Dimesland, Los Murderachis, 
the Fuxedos, Theremin Wizard 
Barney, the Devil Dancers, and 
more. (Eddy) 


9 p.m., $9.99 
Elbo Room 

647 Valencia, SF 
(415) 552-7788 
www.elbo.com 


SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 26 


PERFORMANCE 


“Gallagher’s Holiday Smash 
Bash” 

Like Sinbad, Gallagher has 
spent a couple decades in rel- 
ative obscurity. So obscure, in 
fact, that’s it’s hard to imagine 


Society decided one day that we no longer found giant men 


a time when he was popular. 
immensely popular. Like, 10 
televised specials between 
1980 and 1987 popular. (Side 
note: this type of inexpli- 
cable. success is known as 
“the Aykroyd phenomenon.”) 
Cultural amnesia makes it dif- 
ficult to admit liking the inno- 
vator of prop comedy. But the 
decline of Gallagher is not due 
to simply a change in fashion, 
the way society decided one 
day that we no longer found 
giant men hilarious if they 
wore Hammer pants. No, it’s 
because of Carrot Top. That 
fucker single-handedly. ruined 
props for everyone. Tonight, 
Gallagher may Sledge-O-Matic 
us back to a simpler time. 
(Prendiville) 


7 p.m., $30 

Yoshi’s San Francisco 
1330 Fillmore, SF 
(415) 655-5600 
www.yoshis.com 


MONDAY 
DECEMBER 27 


MUSIC 


Morris Day and the Time 

Few can rock a suit like Morris 
Day. After bringing himself 
out of a self-imposed retire- 
ment in 2004, the funk-R&B 
singer and Prince collaborator 
released /t’s About Time, his 
first solo album in 12 years. 
Much to his fans’ delight, 


he also got all the original 
members of the Time back 
together to begin touring 
again. Pieced together by 
Prince in 1981 as an outlet for 
material he didn’t necessar- 
ily want to release under his 
own (ever-changing) name, 
the group eventually carried 
on itself, thanks in large part 
to the eccentric and energetic 
stylings of Day — who also 
turned in a memorable perfor- 
mance as the Purple One’s foil 
in 1984’s Purple Rain. 
(Landon Moblad) 


Mon/27-Tues/28, 8 and 10 p.m., 
$30-$45 

Yoshi’s San Francisco 

1330 Fillmore, SF 

(415) 655-5600 
www.yoshis.com 


TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 28 


MUSIC 


“X-mas With X (An Evening 
With)” 

Legendary Los Angeles punk 
rock group X distinguished 
itself from other bands of its 
era by adding the rock-solid 
drumming of DJ Bonebrake, 
the guitar virtuosity of Billy 
Zoom, and the poetic lyrics 
and intimate vocal interplay of 
John Doe and Exene Cervenka. 
It was this distinctive blend 
that caught the attention 

of Doors keyboardist Ray 


Manzarek, who went on to 
produce the band’s clas- 

sic first album, 1980’s Los 
Angeles. At these two very 
special shows, Manzarek joins 
X on stage to perform their 
debut record in its entirety, 
lending his talents on the keys 
that helped shape tunes such 
as the throbbing “Nausea” and 
the set-closing “The World’s A 
Mess, It’s In My Kiss.” 

(Sean McCourt) 


Through Dec. 29 

8 p.m., $31 

Slim’s 

333 11th St., SF 

(415) 255-0333 
www.slims-sf.com srec 


The Guardian listings deadline is 

two weeks prior to our Wednesday 
publication date. To submit an item 
for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description 
of the event, date and time, venue 
name, street address (listing cross 
streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for 
more information, telephone number 
for media, and admission costs. Send 
information to Listings, the Guardian 
Building, 135 Mississippi St., SF, CA 
94107; fax to (415) 487-2506; or 
e-mail (paste press release into e-mail 
body — no text attachments, please) 
to listings@sfbg.com. Digital photos 
may be submitted in jpeg format; the 
image must be at least 240 dpi and 
four inches by six inches in size. We 
regret we cannot accept listings over 
the phone. 


hilarious if they wore Hammer pants. 


(1) Smuin Ballet (see 
Wed/22); (2) SantaLand 
Diaries (see Wed/22); 
(3) San Francisco 
Symphony (see Wed/22); 
(4) Lorraine Hansberry 
Theatre’s Joyful Noise: 
A Gospel Celebration of 
Christmas (see Thurs/23); 
(5) Joe Nguyen (see 
Thurs/23); (6) Gallagher 
(see Sun/26); (7) Morris 
Day (see Mon/27); (8) X 
(see Tues/28) 

SMUIN BALLET PHOTO BY DAVID 
ALLEN;SANTALAND DIARIES 
PHOTO BY LUX OBSCURA; 
JOYFUL NOISE PHOTO BY 

MARC PAQUETTE; JOE NGUYEN 
PHOTO COURTESY OF KUNG PAO 
KOSHER COMEDY;MORRIS DAY 
PHOTO COURTESY MORRIS DAY 
ENTERTAINMENT 
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arts + culture 


Year in video games: Angry Birds took over the lives 
of bored iPhone, iPad, and iPod owners everywhere 
(kill the pigs!), while Red Dead Redemption offered 

sophisticated Wild West thrills (kill the outlaws!) 


Admit it: you’re addicted to Angry Birds 


GAMER 2010, TAKE ONE 
Although a large 
portion of the world 
ey remains blissfully 
unaware of a shift, 
the game industry 
has silently surpassed 
Hollywood as the wealthiest enter- 
tainment medium. The year was 
more transitory than breakthrough, 
but 2010 boasted a number of 
changes. Here are seven. 

Reliance on sequels and fran- 
chises The industry has long been 
fond of franchising, but this year 
was especially sequel-rific. Big 
sales came from recognizable pow- 
erhouses like Call of Duty: Black 
Ops, Halo: Reach, Assassin’s Creed: 
Brotherhood, and Fable ITI — and 
these current installments offered 
thrills aplenty but were largely 
indistinguishable from last year’s 
counterparts. It makes you won- 
der how long consumers will give 
companies their hard-earned cash 
for the same experience each year. 
The Tony Hawk and Guitar Hero 
franchises can attest that nothing 
lasts forever. 

A schedule in flux With the 
success of November’s Ca// of Duty 
a forgone conclusion, competitors 


scrambled to move their release 
dates well before or after the best- 
selling war game. The holiday 
season has traditionally been the 
most release-heavy time of year, 
but this year a number of big titles 
like Mass Effect 2 and Red Dead 
Redemption moved release dates to 
spring and summer to allow them 
more room to breathe. While the 
holiday season remained congested, 
spreading out a few of the bigger 
releases helped some titles make 
money and relaxed the strain on 
consumers’ time and wallets. 

The game marketplace 
PSN and Xbox Live Arcade 
(XBLA) discovered profit in 
championing indie games. 
Consumers win as well: we got 
some truly original ideas in Limbo, 
DeathSpank, Fat Princess, Monday 
Night Combat, and Super Meat Boy, 
which commonly displayed a sin- 
gularity of vision that your bigger, 
more focus-grouped titles lack. As 
an avenue for indie developers, the 
only route more exciting was gam- 
ing with iPhone and Facebook. 

Removing the “geek” stigma 
On that note, everyone has a 
phone, and the recent explosion of 
iPhone and Facebook game releases 


just might make up more play hours 
than Big Three consoles combined. 
The success of Angry Birds, Cut 

the Rope, and (dear God) Farmville 
signals a willingness among casual 
gamers to while away hours of their 
lives with the best of the hardcore 
gamers. While industry giants 

like Activision say the App Store 
isn’t worth their time, the seeds 
have been rigorously sown for our 
phones to become legitimate gam- 
ing devices. 

The battle for the casual 
gamer While Nintendo’s Wii 
continues to snub the classic gam- 
ing experience, Microsoft and 
Sony made their own leaps toward 
unconventional wiggle-waggle 
gaming with Kinect and Move, 
respectively. Kinect’s controller- 
less camera shows a great deal of 
promise and Move allows Sony an 
avenue to differentiate itself from 
an increasingly multiplatform mar- 
ketplace, but neither company has 
the “must-have” software to back 
up their technology. 

Curtain call This year found 
music gaming down, but not out. 
Unremarkable entries like Rock 
Band. Green Day and Guitar Hero: 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 5» 
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Game over(load) 


GAMER 2010, TAKE TWO 
For the first time in 
my life, in 2010, 
es I feel the weight 

of games yet 

unplayed. Soon, 

2011 will begin, and 
the ghosts of my gaming 

fecklessness will lurk, dormant, on 
my hard drive, pregnant with the 
possibility of fun. 

Maybe it’s just that I finally got 
a life; I am now too busy to head 
out to GameStop on a Tuesday 
morning, come home with a new 
game, and only take a break — for 
lunch — around 7:30. Maybe 
games have gotten harder, or I’ve 
gotten worse — are all those mis- 
timed jumps and bungled head- 
shots adding up? Maybe there’s a 
simpler answer: games have gotten 
better, and there are many, many 
more of them. 

With each passing month, it 
grows harder to prioritize, to write 
off vast swathes of the medium in 
the hopes of maintaining a sched- 
ule that actually allows for gain- 
ful employment. Indie games are 
becoming more ambitious, jabbing 
the mega-budgeted mainstream in 
the ribs with the elbow of unfet- 


tered creativity. Minecraft, coded 
by Swedish programmer Markus 
Persson in his spare time, has 
attained nearly 2 million registered 
users, despite debuting in mid-May 
alongside the putative game of the 
year, Rockstar’s cowboy epic Red 
Dead Redemption. 

You also start with a backlog 
of old games: last year’s modern 
classics and overlooked gems (one 
day, I will finish Psychonauts), not 
to mention the rea//y old games 
that are increasingly available for a 
Monopoly-money pittance on net- 
works like Xbox LIVE, Playstation 
Network, Wii Network, and 
Valve’s potent PC-gaming service 
Steam — an insidious piece of soft- 
ware that is the gaming equivalent 
of having a drug dealer literally liv- 
ing in your house. 

As if the congestion wasn’t 
already bad enough, you can never 
really finish a game anymore. 
Downloadable content (DLC) has 
extended the shelf-life of marquee 
titles almost indefinitely, allowing 
developers to graft on missions, 
characters, and crucial plot devel- 
opments long after the game has 
been boxed and shipped, thanks 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 5» 
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If only there were 
refrigerated stockings. 
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X BEST SPORTS BAR IN THE CITY 


* College Hoops 


° NFL & College Football 
* Satellite Sports 


* 25 TVs/2 Big Screens/HDTV 


Teen 
ak 


rts 


* Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Specials M-F 


EST. 1988 * SF BAY GUARDIAN Best of WINNER 


2 tt tt Ot be Ot 
2 tt 2 et et Ob 


4 2239 Polk (at Green St.) (415)775-4287 
ne & &. &. oe, 0.4.4, 2. 2.8.0.4. 8.0.9.0.0.0. 8.0000! 


FOX T 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 


TICKETS AVAILABLE hen ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 
ONLINE AT TICKETMASTER.COM OR APECONCERTS.COM 


PENTHALEE LAUNEE 


4 2/22 Razo, 22 Razo, Cellofane, The Howe The Howe 
12/23 Dandelion War, Whirl, Stop 
Motion Poetry 12/28 Little Mercury, 


The High Sea, Mike Huguenor 
12/29 ANDY CLOCKWISE (LA) 
12/30 Box Office Poison, Saffire, Hanalei 

12/31 SWIG, Red Light Circuit, Sira 
nA Understudies Crew, Le Vice 


TWO FULL BARS - TWO FLOORS 

OPEN 11AM - 2AM SEVEN DAYS 

$3 PBR & $4 WELL - ALL NIGHT 
1351 POLK ST - KIMOSBARSF.COM 


) ies CLAYPOOL'S 
FANCY BRIGADE 


PRIMUS 
TE a, 
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Take one conn, 


Warriors of Rock had declining 
sales figures to match. Developer 
Harmonix continued to innovate 
in its main franchise, adding a 
keyboard to Rock Band 3 and the 
ability to play with a real 6-string 
guitar, and Harmonix’s Dance 
Central demonstrated the best use 
of Kinect’s technology so far. But 
neither release was the blockbuster 
needed to revive a dwindling genre. 
Rise of the DLC Disturbingly, 
a number of games are being 
released half in the box and half 
out; for the full experience you've 
got to get the downloadable con- 
tent (DLC). Though this model 


ARTS + CULTURE 


is partially a sneaky way for dis- 
tributors and developers to increase 
revenue, these “microtransactions” 
can also significantly extend 

a game’s shelf-life, something 
die-hard fans can applaud. Last 
winter’s Dragon’s Age: Origins was 
a great example, including char- 
acters at launch that functioned as 
in-game advertisements for DLC, 
but by continuing to release large 
add-ons like Dragon Age: Origins 
— Awakening throughout the year, 
gamers are still playing the title 
today. It’s a thin line, but for now 
the rewards of microtransactions 
continue to outweigh the pains. 
(Peter Galvin) 


Postapocalyptic madness went Sin City surreal in the addictive 


Fallout: New Vegas. 


Take two cont, 


to the aforementioned download 
services. In general, these add-ons 
don’t provide much in the way of 
bang-for-buck, though that may 
change with time. Nevertheless, in 
some cases, pertaining particularly 
to popular multiplayer first-person 
shooters, purchasing DLC is a pre- 
requisite for participation. 

Even if you manage to scale 
your towering “to play” list, the 
release schedule simply refuses to 
cooperate. Sid Meier's Civilization is 
the game that made me the addict 
I am today, and when Civilization 
V was slated for a Sept. 21 release, 
I was ecstatic. But a round of 
Civilization takes about 10 hours, 
and Dead Rising 2 lurked, hungry 
for brains, on the horizon, ready 
to hit store shelves the following 
week. Next to it, juggling a ball 
with a confident smirk, was FIFA 
11, sharing the same release date. I 
didn’t stand a chance. In the end, 


the strategy classic got shamefully 
short shrift. 

Whatever guilt I felt at betray- 
ing my childhood obsession was 
assuaged by countless six-minute 
soccer showdowns and the corpses 
of exactly 2,129 zombies. Then, 
just at the time I was ready to 
consider diving back into Civ, (or 
at least to compose Mr. Meier an 
apologetic letter), Fallout: New 
Vegas ushered in Armageddon. 

To date, I have invested nearly 
50 hours of gleeful postnuclear 
role-playing. Despite this effort, 
there is much of the game I will 
probably never see. At a certain 
point, I had to move on, lest I get 
hopelessly behind. Thanks to the 
month of December — the annual 
industry doldrums — some catch 
up has been played, but not nearly 
enough. Two weeks from now, we'll 
have a new year. Five weeks from 
now, we'll have Dead Space 2, and 
the backlog will begin again. 
(Ben Richardson) 


ARTS + CULTURE 


Late in 2010, the National Portrait Gallery’s censorship of David Wojnarowicz’s 1987 video A Fire in My Belly (left) ignited a firestorm of controversy. 
Here in San Francisco, visions were clear and wide-ranging, thanks to the likes of Matt Lipps (center) and Andy Diaz Hope (right). 


DAVID WOJNAROWICZ, STILL FROM A FIRE IN MY BELLY, 1987; MATT LIPPS, DETAIL FROM UNTITLED (STOVE), 2008; ANDY DIAZ HOPE, INTERIOR VIEW OF INFINITE MORTAL: THE VOID, 2010 


Look forward in anger 


By Matt Sussman 
arts@sfbg.com 


HAIRY EYEBALL/YEAR IN 
ART The year int 

art is ending on a 
note both sour and 
defiant. On Nov. 
30, Smithsonian 
Secretary G. Wayne 
Clough, caving to criticism voiced by 
conservative politicians and religious 
groups, ordered the removal of David 
Wojnarowicz’s 1987 video A Fire in 
My Belly from the National Portrait 
Gallery's exhibition “Hide/Seek: 
Difference and Desire in American 
Portraiture.” It was a cowardly deci- 
sion; one that ultimately has under- 
mined the credibility of Clough and 
his institution. 

It’s unfortunate that it took an act 
of censorship to get art — specifically, 
art by an openly gay artist responding 
to the darkest hours of the AIDS cri- 
sis — back into the national conversa- 
tion, but the chorus of condemnation 
coming variously from journalists and 
critics, art museum associations, and 
even The New York Times editorial 
page, has helped to do just that. 

Additionally, Wojnarowicz’s 
piece, which was uploaded to Vimeo 
by his estate and New York’s PROW 
Gallery soon after it had been taken 
down in Washington, D.C., has 
undoubtedly been seen by more view- 
ers in the past month than it had at 
the Smithsonian, or perhaps even in 
past installations (as of writing this 
column, the uploaded version has 
received more than 18,000 views). 

This will probably continue to 
be the case as more galleries and 


museums across the country, in an 
impressive show of institutional soli- ° 
darity, screen and/or install A Fire In 
My Belly. Locally, SF Camerawork 
and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
held screenings earlier this month. 
Southern Exposure will continue to 
show the piece through mid-February, 
and SFMOMA is scheduled to screen 
the full-length version of the video in 
early January. 

While I agree with Modern Art 
Notes’ Tyler Green that SFPMOMA’s 
commitment to screen A Fire in My 
Belly is “a turning point” in this whole 
debacle (New York’s four biggest art 
museums have remained silent on the 
matter), I find his characterization 
of SEFMOMA as “America’s most 
conservative, play-it-safe modern- 
and-contemporary art museum” a bit 
harsh. Certainly, this year’s recently 
revealed SECA winners — three of 
whom, it must be noted, have been 
past Goldie recipients, including 
2010 winner Ruth Laskey — attest 
to the fact that, for every groaner 
of an exhibit (“How Wine Became 
Modern,” anyone?), SFMOMA is 
also committed to supporting artists 
whose work cannot be dismissed as 
“play-it-safe.” For starters, the mem- 
ory drawings of Colter Jacobson, one 
of this year’s SECA winners, certainly 
fall along the continuum of queer 
portraiture displayed in “Hide/Seek.” 

This is not to encourage wishful 
thinking. While it’s hard to imag- 
ine a San Francisco art institution 
doing something along the lines 
of the Smithsonian, I don’t think 
anyone expected a reignition of 
decades-old culture wars, let alone 
in the very city where the Corcoran 


Gallery infamously canceled a Robert 
Mapplethorpe exhibit in 1989. The 
shorter our cultural memory, it seems, 
the greater is our propensity to repeat 
the lowest moments of our history. 
So, over the past few weeks, I’ve 
been going over the works, exhibits, 
and events that I was thrilled did 
happen here, all glorious reclama- 
tions of our Convention and Visitors 
Bureau's tagline, “Only in San 
Francisco.” Here is an in no way com- 
plete rundown of some of the art I 
didn’t cover in this column for a vari- 
ety of reasons (scheduling conflicts, 
in-the-moment preference, critical 
laxity), save for the works themselves. 


L@TE, BERKELEY ART 
MUSEUM, MOST FRIDAY 
NIGHTS 

Turning staid-by-day museums into 
hip nightspots for hip young folks has 
been the hip thing for institutions to 
do for some time now. Thankfully, 
the Berkeley Art Museum knows 
how to do it right. Skip the catered 
canapés and light show, and focus 

on programming that is truly varied 
and more often than not, locally- 
minded — from Terry Riley celebrat- 
ing his 75th to Xiu Xiu frontman 
Jamie Stewart improvising film 
soundtracks, from performance artist 
Kalup Linzy singing dirty love songs 
to outré Mexican B cinema— all for 
next to nothing. 


CARINA BAUMANN, UNTITLED 
(2) (2008-09), 2ND FLOOR 
PROJECTS, JAN.-FEB. 

At first I couldn’t see the woman’s 
face in Carina Baumann’s Untitled 
(2). 1 stared into the slate-like sur- 
face (actually, translucent white film 
developed on aluminum), incremen- 


tally adjusting my height, until the 


blackness stared back. The effect was 


not one of shock, as with the mir- 
rors at the end of Disney’s Haunted 
Mansion ride, in which the holo- 
graphic undead crowd in with your 
reflection. Baumann’s art asks for 
patience and slow adjustment, and in 
return, regifts your sense of sight. 


“SUGGESTIONS OF A 

LIFE BEING LIVED," SF 
CAMERAWORK, SEPT.-OCT. 
Perhaps most germane to the issues 
about queerness, identity politics, 

and representation now being raised 
(again) by Wojnarowicz-gate and 

the “Hide/Seek” exhibit, this group 
show put together by Chicago-based 
curator Danny Orendorff and SF 
native Adrienne Skye Roberts took 
“queerness” out into the desert, helped 
it cast off the much-tattered coat of 
identity politics, and asked a group 

of artists, activists, and filmmakers 

to record its unfettered visions of 
things to come (many of which, as the 
resulting work testified to, are being 
lived out right now). 


MATT LIPPS, “HOME,” 
SILVERMAN GALLERY, APRIL- 
JUNE; R.H. QUAYTMAN, “NEW 
WORK," SFMOMA, THROUGH 
JAN. 16, 2011 

Although Matt Lipps is a photogra- 
pher and RH. Quaytman is a painter, 
they tweak their respective mediums 
in these unrelated shows to arrive at a 
similar kind of flat sculpture, which 
flickers between abstract prettiness 
and representational heavy-lifting. 
Lipps’ densely layered photographs 
of assemblages — in which variously 
colored photographs of domestic 
interiors, cut into facets and taped 
back together to form the original 
image, become backdrops for cut- 
out reproductions of Ansel Adams 
landscapes — collapse foreground 


and background, personal space and 
photographic history. Quaytman, 
working in dialogue with the poetry 
of Jack Spicer and SFMOMA's photo 
archive, silk-screens images from 

the museum's holdings onto beveled, 
wooden panels of various sizes, aug- 
menting them with flashes of Easter 
eggs-like color and glittering crushed 
glass. 


ERIK SCOLLON, “THE URGE," 
ROMER YOUNG (FORMERLY 
PING PONG), JULY-AUG. 
Although nothing will top his porce- 
lain casts of assholes that littered Ping 
Pong Gallery like so many discarded 
sand dollars for the 2009 group show 
“Live and Direct,” Eric Scollon’s 

more recent solo exhibit at the gallery, 
“The Urge,” continued to queer form 
and function. The 50 or so small 
porcelain works, painted in the blue 
and white style of Dutch Delftware 
and arranged in pun-laden group- 
ings, smartly played off ceramics’ dual 
cultural status as both a “fine art” and 
kitsch object, while throwing shade at 
modern art's conflicted relationship to 
ornament. Speaking of which, if only 
Thad a Scollon for my tree. 


ANDY DIAZ HOPE, “INFINITE 
MORTAL,” CATHARINE CLARK 
GALLERY, THROUGH JAN. 1, 
2011 

Diaz Hope’s dazzling sculptures 

owe as much to his engineering 
background as to, as he puts it in 

an e-mail, a “revisiting of child- 
hood thoughts about mortality and 
infinity.” Their mirrored, crystal- 
line exteriors yell “Gaga!” but once 
immersed in their kaleidoscopic guts, 
they are, much like Yayoi Kusama’s 
infinity boxes, meditation chambers 
built from carnival ride components. 
Simply beautiful stuff. srac 
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REBECCA SOLNIT 
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Sy a 


Carville-vy-e-O¢a 


Page street 


A small assortment of Bay Area book 
. highlights from 2010 


LIT Rebecca Solnit’s Infinite City: 
A San Francisco Atlas 
(University of 
California Press, 
158 pages, $24.95) 
is one of the best 
ideas a writer has 
come up with in a long time. By 


* combining private and public sup- 


& 


port, Solnit was able to give away 
portions‘of the atlas in full-color, 
full-spread map handouts. (My 
favorite tracked both famous/infa- 
mous queer public spaces and the 
migration of butterflies throughout 
the city.). In the process, she also 
gave lectures in public spaces, pro- 
viding a public service in the name 
of history and inclusion before 
dropping this tome on the book- 
buying masses. Gent Sturgeon’s 
version of a city-fied Rorschach 
alone is worth the price of the 
ticket. From insect habitats to serial 
killers, Zen Buddhist centers to 
the culture wars of the Fillmore 
and South of Market that some 
call redevelopment; Solnit and her 
cadre of artists, writers, cartog- 
raphers, and researchers — Chris 


- Carlsson, Guillermo Gémez-Pefia, 


and Mona Caron among them — 
give us the infinite depths and lim- 
itless potential that can be found in 
49 square miles. (D. Scot Miller) 

A lot of good and even great 
books came from the Bay Area this 
year, but one stands out: a book 
of poetry, Cedar Sigo’s Stranger 


- yin Town (City Lights, 100 pages, 


$13.95). He is a young writer who 
improves dramatically each time 

I hear him read, and his poetry 
and critical writing are among the 
wonders of our age. And of the age 
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before, since through him speak 
the dead poets David Rattray, 
John Wieners, Robert Creeley, 
Denton Welch, Philip Whalen, 
Salvador Dali, Jean Cocteau, Eartha 
Kitt, Raymond Roussel, Lorine 
Niedecker, and Cole Porter. When 
new writers come to San Francisco, 
they ask me if I’ve met Cedar Sigo. 
If they don’t know Sigo’s work, then 
I hand them a copy of the new col- 
lection. Don’t have to say much, I 
just step back a little to avoid the 
stars and diamonds and apples pop- 
ping out of their eyes like toast from 
a toaster, because this crazy work is 
that crazy good. (Kevin Killian) 
Compared with the prosaic 
grind of the inner city, the Sunset 
can seem like a — albeit foggy — 
vacation. Wide streets, surf breaks, 
dunes fit to get lost in: the neigh- 
borhood is just right for an offbeat 
bohemian getaway. But maybe 
those are just the reverberations of 
the past, which western neighbor- 
hood historian Woody LaBounty 
has dug up in Carville-by-the-Sea 
(Outside Lands Media, 144 pages, 
$35). This coffee table book illus- 
trates the lives of the Sunset’s first 
modern-day inhabitants, who con- 
structed a seaside village of retired 
street cars to inhabit back in the 
days before the N-Judah. Colorized 
at times for an Oz-like effect, the 
photos LaBounty digs up to illus- 
trate “Cartown” reveal a communi- 
ty of artists, families, and enthusi- 
asts — even a women’s cycling club 
— amid an untamed, oscillating 
sandscape. Those converted SoMa 
warehouse apartments suddenly 
don’t seem quite so rugged, do they 
now? (Caitlin Donohue) 


In a city that boasts literally 
hundreds of theatrical world pre- 
mieres per year, it’s astounding 
how few make it to the printed 
page. Bravo, then, to EXIT Press,- 
new publishing arm of the vener- 
able EXIT Theatre, for helping 
to ensure that at least some of our 
local play-writing talents will be 
preserved for posterity. And who 
better to inaugurate the series 
than Mark Jackson, whose profes- 
sional development has been closely 
tied to the EXIT, and to the San 
Francisco Fringe Festival, which it 
produces? Far from being merely a 
collection of “Fringe-y” experimen- 
tation, Ten Plays (EXIT Press, 492 
pages, $19.95) is a testament to the 
tenacity of vision. From reimagined 
Shakespearean classics (R&J, I Am 
Hamlet) to Jackson's breakout hit 
The Death of Meyerhold, the bleakly 
comedic American $uicide, and the 
stirring Kurosawa-esque epic The 
Forest War, what these plays have in 
common is an audacious commit- 
ment to the illimitable possibilities 
of live theater. Of which, giving 
these works an opportunity to 
reach a wider audience is but one. 
(Nicole Gluckstern) 

By any good political standard, 
John Lescroart’s Damage (Dutton, 
416 pages, $26.95) is awful. It’s 
all about how a criminal uses the 
technicalities of law to get released 
(damn liberal judges) and how 
his family — newspaper publish- 
ers with ties to the (damn liberal) 
political establishment — protects 
him even as he continues to rape 
young women. Reminds me of that 
atrocious movie Pacific Heights, 
which is supposed to convince you 
that eviction protection and ten- 
ants rights are unfair to the poor 
landlords. But Lescroart writes 
about San Francisco, and does a 
pretty good job describing the city, 
and his characters are so real and 
well-crafted that I’m able to set 
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aside the politics. In this case, Ro 
Curtlee, the rapist, is such an evil, 
evil bad guy — but a plausible, 
privileged evil bad guy — that he 
comes to life in a way that makes 
you want to kill him yourself. And 
makes you understand why a cop 
might feel the same way. And in 
the world of crime fiction, making 
you feel pain is half the game. It'll 
be out in paper this spring. (Tim 
Redmond) What Carl Rakosi was 
to Objectivism — a significant poet 
who dropped out of sight only to 
reemerge an old master — Richard 
O. Moore is to the SF Renaissance. 
The 90-year-old Moore was active 
in Kenneth Rexroth’s libertarian- 
anarchist circle in the 1940s, but 
abandoned poetry publishing for the 
more efficacious mass media of radio 
and TV, cofounding both KPFA 
and KQED in the process (and 
shooting the only footage of Frank 
O’Hara to boot). But Moore never 
stopped writing, and his debut vol- 
ume Writing the Silences (University 
of California Press, $19.95) offers a 
brief but tantalizing introduction to 
more than 60 years of poetic activity. 
Moore's diction is spare but memo- 
rable; a hawk’s wings, for example, 
“balance on the blind/ push of air.” 
Yet his low-key tones are wedded to 
an experimental sensibility; witness 
1960's “Ten Philosophical Asides,” 
which might be the first poem in 
English riffing on Wittgenstein, 
more than a decade before lan- 
guage poetry. Writing the Silences is 
thus belated yet ahead of its time. 
(Garrett Caples) 

I commissioned three of the 
works in Veronica De Jesus’s Here 
Now From Everywhere (Allone Co. 
Editions, 130 pages, $26). Her 
portraits of Michael Jackson and 
Jay Reatard ran in the Guardian, 
while I paid out of pocket for her 
to render a tribute to the poet 
John Wieners for my boyfriend. 
Along with just-announced SECA 


Award winner Colter Jacobsen, 
who published this book, De Jesus 
is my favorite creator of drawings 
in the Bay Area. Like Jacobsen, she 
delves into memory — her memo- 
rial portraits can be seen for free on 
the windows of Dog Eared Books, 
where this book is for sale. The 
charm and value of Here Now From 
Everywhere is immediate, but the 
book reveals more of its multfac- 
eted personality with each return 
visit. De Jesus’ illustrated diction- 
ary of inspirational icons ranges 
from superstars to half-forgotten 
pop heroes, from cultural figures to 
obscure female athletes. It’s a gift. 
(Johnny Ray Huston) 

“T told Micah last night that 
my new book would be a haunted 
house.” Berkeley-based poet Julian 
Poirier’s E/ Golpe Chileno (Ugly 
Duckling Presse, 128 pages, $15) 
is filled with the ghosts of past and 
present. Essentially a bildungsro- 
man, it tracks Poirier’s protagonist's 
growth from youthful journey- 
man into adulthood though a kind 
of mixed-genre Theatre of the 
Absurd. Vaudeville, comics, mem- 
oir, film pitch, epistolary, failed 
novel, poetry, the carnival, and 
travelogue are all wielded brilliantly 
in the hands of Poirier, making for 
a phantasmagoric reading experi- 
ence where the whole emerges 
defiantly greater than the sum of its 
parts. Poirier writes, “I turned my 
whole brain into a city and wrote 
down everything I saw happening 
there.” And indeed it certainly feels 
that way — the book is ripe with 
the names of places, of friends liv- 
ing and dead; with lists of dates and 
years; and with drawings and pho- 
tographs, making up what Poirier 
somewhat obliquely labels “The 
Stolen Universe.” E/ Golpe Chileno is 
truly a success of form and content, 
of the high and low, of pop and 
elegy. (John Sakkis) 
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How can you stay in 


the house? 


Bay Area dance brought surprises — and 
great works both odd and traditional 


— i 2010 


By Rita Felciano 
arts@sfbg.com 


YEAR IN DANCE Watching dance 
in the Bay Area is a 
privilege. With the 
constant influx of 
eager young talents, 
people who stick 
around and develop, 
and established artists who still man- 
age to surprise year after year, the 
experience can be a ball. This cel- 
ebration is boosted by the “travelers” 
from other cities and countries who 
come in for a day or two and keep 
local dance from becoming overly 
self-satisfied. There is a lot wrong 
with capitalism, but competition 
— in terms of ideas — can be a real 
quality booster. 

Watching dance in the Bay Area 
can also be a chore. Performances 
bunch up on each other, making it 
difficult to schedule which shows to 
attend. No one seems to perform on 
Easter or Memorial Day, but every- 
one goes crazy on the adjacent week- 
ends. What is this — do we all go to 


church on Easter or to the beach on 
Memorial Day? Kudos to the West 
Wave Dance Festival, which this year 
moved its schedule to Monday nights. 

One consequence of the plethora 
of dance available all year round is 
my editor’s annual request for a ret- 
rospective of the past 12 months. It’s 
a useful exercise, I suppose, though 
I have yet to decide whether it’s a 
privilege or a chore. Here are a dozen 
highlights that rose to the surface. 

1. I call them surprisers, because 
you think you know what to expect 
from them and then find out that 
you don't. One example is long-term 
dancer Kara Davis. She’s unafraid to 
use large ensembles in increasingly 
complex choreography. Another is 
Katie Faulkner, who possesses wit in 
addition to a fine eye for form. Jazz 
choreographer Reginald Ray Savage 
took Stravinsky’s Agon and used it to 
choreograph for his tiny group. I still 
don’t know whether the result works, 
but it was great to see him daring to 
take on a ballet icon. Rajendra Serber 
and Stephany Auberville’s Dance for 
the Flies was an hour-long improvi- 
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Steps and leaps ahead: Erika Chong Shuch Performance Project 


(left) and Shantala Shivalingappa provides two of 2010’s 
highlights in Bay Area dance. | ERIKA CHONG SHUCH PHOTO BY PAK HAN 


sation that thrilled, thanks to the 
dancers’ intensity and the contribu- 
tions of equally good musicians Matt 
Davignon and Cheryl Leonard. 

2. San Francisco Ballet. Helgi 
Tomasson is committed to stretching 
our notions about ballet. So he pro- 
grammed John Neumeier's visually 
stunning though choreographically 
problematic The Mermaid. Was the 
risk worth taking? Perhaps. SFB 
artists who still dance in my head: 
Sarah Van Patten as Juliet; Maria 
Kochetkoya in Yuri Possokov’s 
Classical Symphony; Damian Smith 
in everything he touched; and Pascal 
Molat as Petrouchka. 

3. Erika Chong Shuch 
Performance Project’s Love 
Everywhere in the City Hall rotunda 
on Valentine’s Day. Professional and 


community performers, plus a cham- 
ber ensemble, celebrated people's 
commitment to each other in a work 
that was funny, humorous, and ever 
so gentle. It humanized the seat of 
power. 

4. Lines Ballet. By now we may 
know choreographer Alonzo King’s 
choreographic language, yet he finds 
wondrous new ways to use it. For the 
gorgeous Wheel in the Middle of the 
Field, he interpreted European clas- 
sical songs, putting the singers on 
stage with the dancers. With Zakir 
Hussein, he rethought both the music 
and the tale of Scheherazade. 

5. In its reprise this year, Joe 
Goode Performance Group's mesmer- 
izing Traveling Light proved to be one 
of Goode’s most worthwhile journey 
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reality, disguised, but basically as we’d 
like it to be. If you asked the Buddha 
and Heisenberg about reality, you’d 
ks get pretty much the same answer. 
‘4 Not that any of these guys went to 
the theater a lot in 2010. This year 
oscillated between quasi-documentary 
fidelity to facts and burrowing hallucinations like 
those induced by Gysin and Sommerville’s spinning 
stroboscopic Dreamachine. (A facsimile of one even 
graced The Burroughs and Kookie Show, Christopher 
Kuckenbaker’s Fringe Festival winner and definitely 
a peak stage encounter in 2010.) But it all amounted 
to an assault of some kind on the sleepwalking world 
outside. Dreaming in the theater can be much more 
lucid. 

Best political theater riffs: /n the Wake 
(Berkeley Rep) was not a perfect play, but Lisa 
Kron’s slightly lopsided new political dramedy had 
a way of upsetting some fundamental and suspect 
assumptions of mainstream liberals that was at 
times electrifying. Dan Hoyle’s The Real Americans, 
while not as politically provocative, also ventured 
outside the “liberal bubble” into red state territory, 


bringing back reportage in the form of deft rapid- 
fire characterizations, comedy, and music by the 
young but prodigious solo performer—playwright of 
Tings Dey Happen and Circumnavigator. And finally, 
the 51-year-old San Francisco Mime Troupe’s reaf- 
firmed that its brand of agitprop is still a going 
concern. Posibilidad, or the Death of the Worker, set 
partly in the USA but inspired by the recent factory 
takeovers by workers in Argentina, was a shrewd, 
funny, tuneful plea for cooperatives against the 
grinning, co-opting tendencies of “capitalism with a 
human face.” 

The most hyped production: Terrell Alvin 
McCraney’s trilogy, The Brother/Sister Plays. The only 
one that really worked for me was the second, The 
Brothers Size, which got a very strong production at 
the Magic under Octavio Solis. It was lean, focused, 
asmall story with subtle, far-reaching reverbera- 
tions. The other two plays reached consciously for 
the grandiose without finally grasping much. 
Nevertheless, the precedent-setting coordination 
between the Magic, Marin Theatre Company, and 
American Conservatory Theater in introducing these 
plays to the Bay Area was an exciting development. 

Boldest venture: Berkeley Rep’s London 


import, Afghanistan: The Great Game, a seven-hour 
marathon of short scripts by 12 playwrights on the 
history and politics of this current critical object of 
U.S. imperial desire. A mixed bag theatrically, though 
impressively produced, but the historical perspec- 
tive — boiling down to a dismal pattern of imperial 
design and hubris, infamy, and failure — was a point 
well taken. Indeed, the antiwar protest outside the 
White House on Dec. 16, where 131 arrests were 
made ahead of President Obama's declaration of 
“progress” in Afghanistan, seemed its logical con- 
clusion. 

Best solo performances behind a large desk: 
Paul Gerrior in Krapp’s Last Tape (Cutting Ball); Joel 
Israel in Reluctant (Brava). 

Best Pas de Donut: Howard Swain and Lance 
Gardner in Superior Donuts at TheatreWorks. 

Best mise-en-scéne as meaningful, mindful 
mess: This Is All | Need by Mugwumpin. 

Best visiting productions: Japan’s Zenshinza 
Theatre Company at Zellerbach (Cal Performances); 
West Side Story at the Orpheum; Jane Austen 
Unscripted at BATS’ Bayfront Theater. 

Best indefinable night in a theater: Dan 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 5» 
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LS UNTIL IF 
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Tickets start at $30 
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2284 Shattuck Ave 
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PARKER’S CHRISTMAS 
CRAPTACULAR! 
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RAINBOW TRIBE, ERIC MOFFAT 
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Year in dance cont, 


in every way. Inspired by the Old 
Mint’s history and architecture, his 
company of seven and 15 additional 
dancers evoked 19th century ordinary 
folks, all of them recognizable. 

6. Kuchipudi is one of the lesser- 
known classical Indian dance forms. 
It’s even more of a pity that Shantala 
Shivalingappa, a dancer of rare 
refinement and virtuosity, showed her 
Gamakea for one night only. Part of 
this evening's appeal came from the 
ease and joy that she and her musi- 
cians brought to the performance. 

7. In October, Zaccho Dance 
Theatre’s noble Sailing Away com- 
memorated the exodus from San 
Francisco in 1858 of a whole segment 
of the African American community. 
When it was performed on Market 
Street, the contrast between the 
everyday crowd and the dignity and 
steely focus of the traveling perform- 
ers (Anna Tabor-Smith and Antoine 
Hunter) created a high drama of its 
own. 

8. If anybody still needed to be 
convinced, Socrates confirmed that 
the Mark Morris Dance Group is 
the finest modern dance company 
in the country. Based on Eric Satie’s 
astounding score, Morris luminously 
quiet meditation on death wove a 
spell that has yet to evaporate. 

9. Ralph Lemon’s How Can You 
Stay in the House All Day and Not Go 
Anywhere? drew me in because of 
the many balls — formal questions 


about tonal nuances; juxtapositions 
of material; deeply-felt thematic con- 
cerns — that he had to keep afloat. 
He did so brilliantly. It was lovely to 
see — a major accomplishment by a 
gifted artist-thinker. 

10. Carole Zertuche, artistic 
director of Theatre Flamenco of San 
Francisco, has reoriented flamenco 
to where it belongs: the soloist. For 
“Una Noche Flamenco,” the compa- 
ny’s 44th season, she invited dancers 
Manuel Gutierrez, Juan Siddi, and 
Cristina Hall, whose takes on fla- 
menco could not be more different. 
They joined Zertuche and a group of 
equally strong, individualized singers 
and instrumentalists for-an excep- 
tionally well-balanced evening of 
powerfully performed dance. 

11. This year also brought the 
inaugural — and much-needed — 
San Francisco Dance Film Festival. 
Greta Schoenberg assembled an 
impressive program of locally-made 
and imported works. The sheer num- 
ber of perspectives that these dance/ 
film artists brought to their work was 
inspiring. Good news: the festival 
returns March 25-27, 2011. 

12. The collaboration between 
AXIS Dance Company and inkboat 
resulted in Odd — a work that was 
anything but odd. It was exqui- 
site, fragile, and wispy. Taking his 
cue from Norwegian painter Odd 
Nordrum, choreographer Shinichi 
Iova-Koga worked with two groups 
of nontraditionally trained dancers. 
The result was a stunner. May it have 
a long and healthy life. sec 
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Carbone at the Dark Room. 


Best experiential fare: Etiquette by London’s Rotozaza (hosted by Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts at the Samovar Tea Lounge). 

Best extraterrestrial fare: Cynthia Hopkins’ The Success of Failure (or, The 
Failure of Success) at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. 

Best all-around design: The Tempest at Cutting Ball. 

Best productions with death references in the title: Don't Feel: The Death 
of Dahmer by writer-performer Evan Johnson; and when i die, i will be dead, 
a pair of dance/theater pieces by Alicia Ohs. Both Don’t Feel and when i die 
were nurtured and staged at the now-shuttered queer performance incubator 
Mama Calizo’s Voice Factory. Until some hoped- -for resurrection, R.|.P. Mama 


Calizo’s. 


Best (deconstruction of) Shakespeare: Juliet, directed by Mark Jackson 


at San Francisco State. 
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AN AMERICAN POP PARABLE 
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LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 455 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 


UPCOMING 
THU 12/30 AFROLICIOUS: SEE-I 
(OF THIEVERY CORP) 


Fri 12731 NYE: ICEE HOT: 
BOK BOK 
RAMADANMAN 
DISCO SHAWN 

SAT NITE SOUL PARTY 
DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 


ADVANCE TICKETS 
WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


SAT 1/1 
SUN 1/2 


Best Bill Murray: Jody Frandle in Caddyshack Live! at the Dark Room. 

Best debut by a new company: Symmetry Theatre with Show and Tell at 
the Thick House. 

Best ensemble casts in a comedy: Learn to Be Latina (Impact Theatre); 
Shotgun-Players’ production of The Norman Conquests (with a special nod to 
Richard Reinholdt in the title role); Man of Rock (Climate Theater); Scapin (ACT). 

Best ensemble cast in a drama: Aurora Theatre Company’s Trouble in 
Mind (with a special nod to Margo Hall). 

Best non-singing lead in a comic opera: Patrick Michael Dukeman in Jerry 
Springer, the Opera (Ray of Light Theatre). (Robert Avila) 


- aneenrnnenieneer 


A story that really didn’t need to be told: 
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with the meaning of life in Somewhere. | PHOTO BY MERRICK MORTON 


In a lonely place 


Dorff attempts depth in Coppola’s tame 


Somewhere 


By Cheryl Eddy 
cheryl@sfbg.com 


FILM A lonely Ferrari zooms 
around a deserted 
track, over and over 
and over again. 
The opening scene 
of Sofia Coppola’s 
latest, Somewhere, is 
such an obvious metaphor that at 
first I thought the director was jok- 
ing. Actually, she’s not: Somewhere 
is indeed a repetitious movie about a 
very boring, very ennui-laden indi- 
vidual, who happens to be a movie 
star with the marquee-ready name of 
Johnny Marco (Stephen Dorff). 
Now that you've been smacked 
over the head with metaphor, feel 
free to play spot the subtext: Johnny 
lives at Sunset Boulevard haunt the 
Chateau Marmont, legendary for its 
often-behaving-badly celebrity cli- 
entele. His life is an endless progres- 
sion of blah (wake up, smoke, pop a 
Propecia, eyefuck and fuck random 
female admirers), broken up by job 
obligations — the tedium of a press 
conference here, the drudgery of a 
visit to the special-effects makeup ~ 
studio there. Sigh. 
Sorta like Bill Murray's actor 
character in Coppola’s 2003 Lost 
in Translation, Johnny’s fame is 
approximately equal to Dorff’s. He’s 


had a steady career for the past 20- 
something years, with occasional 
high points (1998's Blade, 2000's 
Cecil B. DeMented) and interesting 
parts in smaller films (1996's I Shot 
Andy Warhol), but nothing that ele- 
vated him to the A list. Mostly he’s 
known for appearing in throwaway 
titles and dating the likes of Pamela 
Anderson. One might be forgiven 
for assuming his home life quite 
resembles the bad boy he plays in 
Britney Spears’ “Everytime” video. 
One might now suspect his 
home life resembles Somewhere. 
Can't you imagine onetime hot- 
tie Dorff, well past scruffy and 
nearing haggard, hiring twin pole 
dancers to writhe along with Foo 
Fighters songs as he gazes on, barely 
registering amusement or a pulse? 
Coppola’s casting of Dorff is either 
totally inspired or totally lazy. We 
don’t know enough about the real 
guy, who is playing an actor much 
like himself, to know if he’s acting 
or not. Frankly, he’s such a blank, 
shallow canvas it’s hard to spend too 
much time wondering or caring. 
Here’s another instance of sub- 
text: would any director not as privi- 
leged as Coppola dare to focus-on a 
character whose massive wealth can’t 
at all assuage his existential crisis? 
Money may not buy happiness, but 
it’s kind of hard to feel sorry for a 


Se.) eae. ae 


Johnny (Stephen Dorff, left, with Elle Fanning) struggles 


guy whose depression plays out as he 
floats the day away at a luxury hotel. 
The pissy, anonymous text messages 
Johnny receives throughout the film 
(“Why are you such a fucking ass- 
hole?”) are either sent directly from 
his subconscious, or are a knowing 
nod to the feelings of the unwashed 
masses who spent all of Translation 
wishing evil on poor little rich girl 
Scarlett Johansson. 

Fortunately, there is a bright 
spot in all this. Obviously Somewhere 
is Coppola's “I have kids now and 
therefore will preach about the mag- 
ical joys of parenting” film. Ergo, 
mostly-absentee dad Johnny has 
a kid, Cleo, a tween sprite played 
by the charming Elle Fanning. 
Cleo’s pretty blasé about the whole 
movie-star thing, but she is allowed 
a delighted squeal when she gets a 
peek at the swank-tastic hotel suite 
the pair is given during a promo- 
tional trip to Milan. She is the only 
meaningful thing in Johnny’s life, 
and the only interesting thing that 
happens in this glacially-paced, bel- 
lybutton-obsessed movie. 

But, you say, Somewhere won the 
Venice Film Festival’s Golden Lion 
(due to the film’s Italy scenes and 
Coppola’s Coppola-ness, perhaps?). 
Surely it must have some merit 
beyond Fanning and the middling, 
voyeuristic pleasures of seeing exact- 
ly what a movie star does on his free 
time? Divergent tones and motives 
aside, Somewhere isn't that far from 
Joaquin Phoenix’s agonizing faux- 
doc I’m Still Here. Neither place is 
any place I'd like to visit again. srec 


SOMEWHERE opens Wed/22 in San 
Francisco. 
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Side SUNSET PROMOTIONS PRESENTS, 


{2 


SAT JAN 8th 


WED JAN 12th 


~~ FRI4.14/ DOORS 6:30/ §12 ADV #$14 DOOR 
THE INFAMOUS STRINGDUSTERS 
ARANN HARRIS & THE FARM BAND 
~~ SAT4.45 & SUN1.16/ DOORS :30/§20. 
_"THEBUDOS BAND 
WED 1.19/ DOORS 7:30/ $15 ADV « $17 DOOR 
ZOE KEATING 
INUe TYCHO 
THU 1.20/ DOORS 8:30/ $25 
THE WAILERS PERFORM ‘UPRISING’ 
DJ FUNKLOR 
FRI 1.21 & SAT 1.22/ DOORS 8:30/ $16 ADV $18 DOOR 
THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME __ 
MON 1.24 & TUE 1.25/ DOORS 8:30/ $28 
MIDNITE LITTLE DRAGON 
JAH YZER BILLYGOAT 


628 Divisadero St. at Hayes, San Francisco / Tickets: TICKETWEB.COM OR TICKETFLY.COM 
or at Box Office, Monday - Friday 114M - GPM (10 PM on show nights) 

Info: 415.771.1421 / All Shows 21+ / General Admission / Extremely Limited Seating 
Pald Parking Lot : Corner of Oak & Divisadero 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERIAI 


THU 1.27/ DOORS 7:30/ $14 
FREE ENERGY 
THE POSTELLES 
FRI 1.28 & SAT 1.29/ DOORS 8:30/ $25 
ROBERT RANDOLPH 
& THE FAMILY BAND 
SUN 1.30/ DOORS 7:30/ $27 
DANIEL LANOIS' BLACK DUB 
TUE 2.1/ DOORS 8:30/ $25 
MICHAEL ROSE 
MYSTIC ROOTS BAND e CVDUB 
THU 2.3/ DOORS 7:30/ $16 
THE NELS CLINE SINGERS 
WITH YUKA C. HONDA 


FRI 2.4 & SAT 2.5/ DOORS 8:30/ $20 »$30 2-DAY 
CLUB MERCY PRESENTS 


50 KICK ASS 
BEERS ON DRAUGHT 


Over 100 different bottles, 
specializing in Belgians 
/ 
A BEER DRINKER’S 


PARADISE! 
SINCE 1987 


FOR FUTURE EVENT INFO LOOK @ 
TORONADO.COM 


HAPPY HOUR 
Every Day until 6:00 pm 
HOURS: Daily 11:30 am to 2:00 am 


415-863-2276 
547 HAIGHT ST. @ FILLMORE 


www .toronado.com 


HEMLOCK 


1131 Polk St 
btwn Post & Sutter 
415.923.0923 


wopm $6, THE POLK STREET LOUNGE 
Comedy & Burlesque show 
hosted by Miss Mae Western 
& Sean Keane. With Mary Van 
Note, Nato Green, and more 


LAST MEN ON EARTH 
We Is Shore Dedicated 
Michael Zapruder 


THU Dec 23 
9pm, $5 


FRI Dec 24 
SAT Dec 25 


Bar Closed P 
DJ FLOYDACLAUS 


BOXING DAY 
with DJ Mahoooney 


MONDe<27 PUNK ROCK SIDESHOW 
0pm, Free w /p) Tragic & Duchess of Hazard 


HOLLOW EARTH 
Iron Witch, Vanishing Breed 


WED Dec29? SF FOOD BANK BENEFIT 
8:30pm, with Persephone’s Bees 
sliding scale Marc & the Casuals 
donation Virgil Shaw w/Peacock Gap 
(orbring and the Wagoneers 


canned food) 
THUDec30 LA CORDE 
Face The Rail, Cat Party 


9pm, $6 
FRI Dec 31 


fay YEAR'S 


TUE Dec 28 
9pm, $5 


9pm, $15 


GANTEZ WARRIOR 


$15 ADV. TIX NOW ON SALE 


www.hemlocktavern.com 
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Scrooge you can use 


A guide to ignoring Christmas 


: By Caitlin Donohue 


caitlin@sfbg.com 


CULTURE/ALT-XMAS At some 
point this December, 
my holiday spirit 

failed to launch. It’s 

strange in a way — 

I love gluttony, for- 
mal wear, time with 
loved ones, and the-Latino church 
procession I saw going down South 
Van Ness Avenue the other day 
gave me a little shiver of happiness 
(not to mention the purple lights 
bedecking kink.com’s Armory). But 
I just don’t want to do the tree, the 
presents, the pressure. Really, this 
list of Xmas week alternative activi- 
ties is for me as much as anyone, 
which I hope means I still get to do 
the mistletoe thing. 


OPTION ONE: 
HEAD FOR THE HILLS 
You ain't got shit to do, so why not 
take your melancholy and foist it on 
nature? The recent spate of rain may 
make for a wet winter wonderland, 
but that should suit misanthropes 
just fine. Wear your best raincoat 
and mittens and you'll be snug as 
the baby JC in his manger. ~ 
Where to go? The No. 76 
Muni bus can get you to the Marin 
Headlands Recreational Area 
(remember, the buses run on the 
holiday-Sunday schedule on the 
25th , check www.511.org for times) 
where foul weather makes for thrill- 
ing, wind-whipping hikes about the 
hills to the north of Golden Gate 
Bridge. Or you can take advantage 
of the greenery within city limits. 
Glen Canyon Park’s many trails are 
an excellent place to wait out the 
tinsel and treacle, as are the star- 
tlingly beautiful red rocks jutting 
out over the city in Corona Heights 
Park and the idiosyncratic bison 
paddock in Golden Gate Park. 
Bonus round: get your conserva- 
tion on the day after Christmas in 
Muir Woods with a free hike called 
“Get Your Spawn On: Searching 
for Endangered Salmon.” The hike 
will take you on a hunt for salmo- 
nids and reveals how we can help 
the fishies swim their way back into 
species security. (Meets at Muir 
Woods Dipsea Trail Trailhead, Mill 
Valley. (415) 349-5787, www.wild- 
equity.org. 10 a.m.—noon, free with 
$5 park entrance fee) 


OPTION TWO: 

GET A LITTLE CULTCHA IN YA 
Sure, many of our venerable cultural 
institutions stay away from organiz- 
ing events over the holiday weekend. 
But with only a small amount of 
searching, you can dig up the brave 
souls who see no reason to halt 
their arty trot on account of jingle 
bells. These include Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, which will be 
celebrating Dec. 24 with part one 
of its two-part exhibition “Audience 


the early sketches of George (and 
themselves) in their escape from the 
Nazi invasion of Paris, which they 
accomplished by bicycle. The drama 
might explain George's penchant for 
close calls and saving the day. Kind 
of makes that cycling slog through 
this week’s foul weather seem less 
onerous, no? (Contemporary Jewish 
Museum, 736 Mission, SF; (415) 
655-7800, www.thecjm.org. Open 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.) 


OPTION THREE: 

GET IT ON FILM 

Going to the movies on Christmas 
has long been the treasured terri- 
tory of awkward family gatherings, 
and with the mega-release of Tron: 


animated features with way, way less 
cooler characters. Sure, Rudolph and 
Frosty are bulbous and ebullient, but 
Spike, Vicious, and Julie are deep 
space bounty hunters with a pen- 
chant for dope background music. 
Which cast better characterizes your 
lump of coal attitude this yuletide? 
(Bridge Theatre, 3010 Geary, SF; 
(415) 668-6384, www.landmarkthe- 
aters.com. Midnight-3 a.m., sug- 
gested donation $4) 

Other promising showings 
include Natalie Portman’s psycho- 
ballet thriller, Black Swan, camp of 
the year Burlesque, the Coen broth- 
ers’ remake of the western True Grit, 
and Naomi Watts as CIA agent 
Valerie Plame in Fair Game. 


Evade Santa’s judgment with (left) free admission day at the Jewish Contemporary Museum, now 
exhibiting the original Curious George illustrations or (right) an infotaining trek through the salmon 
streams of Muir Woods. | curious GEORGE ILLUSTRATION BY H.A. REY; SALMON PHOTO COURTESY OF WILD EQUITY INSTITUTE 


as Subject,” a multimedia explora- 
tion of crowd behavior. Filmmaker 
Stefan Constantinescu will screen 
Troleibuzul 92 (2009), an examina- 
tion of reactions to a planted actor 
on a crowded bus making abusive 
phone calls to his “girlfriend,” and 
visual and video artists investigate 
variations on the theme. (Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, SF; (415) 978-2700, www. 
ybca.org. Noon, $7.) 

If self scrutiny’s not your jam, 
head to the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum on Christmas Day, where 
free admission all day means that 
you can save your bones for New 
Year Eve’s and still check out the 
work of H.A. Rey and Margret 
Rey, the husband and wife who cre- 
ated Curious George. The couple 
just barely managed to smuggle 
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Legacy (playing at various Bay Area 
theaters) you can take it to the third 
dimension! Why talk about each 
others’ lives when you can plop 
down in the Castro Theatre with 

a tub of popcorn, affix 3-D glasses 
to your face and zone ... out ... for 
two hours and seven minutes? Hell, 
you can even skip the fam-fam and 
bring your girl Mary Jane, because 
this is one flick that promises to 
look real cool with a side of herb 

— soundtrack, acting, and plot not- 
withstanding. 

And there’s no need to be a 
lonely anime geek by the Christmas 
tree. Bebop Nights, the recurring 
get-together of cult classic TV 
show Cowboy Bebop fans is hold- 
ing its sixth installment Dec. 25, a 
day stereotypically characterized by 


OPTION FOUR: DRINK 

And when all else fails, raise a glass 
to (and of, see how that works?) 
booze. Many of your watering hole 
favorites will be open Christmas 
Eve and day, but why not try on a 
new barstool and pack of regulars 
for size? My pick for caroling into 
the bottom of your glass is Trad’r 
Sam (6150 Geary, SF; (415) 221- 
0733. Open noon-tate), a kick-ass 
Outer Richmond tiki bar where I 
am cautioned that a solo scorpion 
bowl mission will result in the abil- 
ity to see reindeers, unless that’s 
what you're going for. To make your 
Christmas denial complete, keep 
one eye on the jukebox, and your 
clobbering stick handy for any poor 
schlub who opts for Mariah Carey's 
“All I Want For Christmas.” seac 
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Classic rock 


Daniel Heath and Ken Flagg combine 
restorations in the glorious Man of Rock 


By Robert Avila 
arts@sfbg,com 


THEATER Only the barbarity of 
these dark dumb days 
could make someone 
nostalgic for the 
Reagan era. A sim- 
pler time? Not for 
most — hairstylists 
maybe least of all. But in The Man 
of Rock, New Jersey in 1986 appears 
mercifully devoid of economic may- 
hem, quasi-fascist politics, or the 
doom-shrouded future they-portend, 
which is probably why this lively 
new music-blasted comedy can rock 
so well. Heavy metal, yes; heavy 
going, no. 

At the same time, Bay Area 
playwright Daniel Heath (of Forking 
fame) shrewdly draws here on 
George Etherege’s 1676 Restoration 
comedy, The Man of Mode, or, Sir 
Fopling Flutter, for a sweet and saucy 
adaptation that ensures there are 
brains, too, under all the big hair. 
One could almost call The Man of 
Rock (featuring spot-on original 
music by Ken Flagg) the thinking 
person’s Rock of Ages. 

In Heath and director Jessica 
Heidt’s sure, evocative transplanta- 
tion, Etherege’s witty aristocratic 
rake, Dorimant, becomes a one-hit 
rocker and multihit lady-killer 
operating a live-music bar on the 
trashy tourist boardwalks of the 
Jersey Shore. Perennially short of 
rent, Dorimant (played by a smooth 
Adam Yazbeck) gets a tip from his 
weary landlady (Arwen Anderson, 
in the first of several deft turns) 
about the arrival of a rich, eli- 
gible young Connecticut princess, 
Antoinette (Anderson again), also 
known as Toni, summering at the 
shore under the watchful eye of her 
cheerfully high-strung, busybody 
mother (a sharp and funny Danielle 
Levin, in one of several distinct 
roles). 

Never mind that Dorimant 
already has a girlfriend, singer Suzie 
Love (a winningly earthy Michelle 
Maxson), or that he’s working 
on throwing her over for her best 
friend, the smart but smitten Missy 
(a somber, soulful Levin): Dorimant 
loves only Dorimant. 

Until he meets Toni, of course. 


Then sparks fly in all directions. 
The brainy, initially icy Toni, for 
her part, is slower to savor the 
comical suave of her rock-star suitor. 
Yazbeck delivers cocksure rogue 
Dorimant with laid-back cool and a 
convincing glam-rock literary pre- 
tentiousness that is the play's single 
overt nod to the lilting language 

of the original text, while nimbly 
aligning it with an utterly distinct 
era. “Your ship of conjecture has 
left the feeble harbor of your facts,” 
he tells a suspicious Suzie at one 
point. It’s a ridiculous phrase, yet 


Dorimant can get away with it, even 
amid the more off-the-rack work- 
ing-class accents and preppy inflec- 
tions of those around him. At the 
same time, a good part of the fun 
between Dorimant and Toni is the 
latter's ruthless ability to mock this 
verbal frippery. 

Meanwhile, Suzie smells a rat, 
Missy wallows in lovelorn guilt, 
and Dorimant’s fellow musicians 
— assembled under the choice name 
Silverwolf (bassist Chadd Ciccarelli, 
guitarist Joshua Hertel, and key- 
boardist Dane Johnson, backed on 
drums by an able and charismatic 


Hair yesterday: Jersey Shore lothario Dorimant (Adam Yazbeck) 
is flanked by Reagan-era peers and rivals in The Man of Rock. 


e 


Lance Gardner in another of the DRUM FESTIVAL 
production’s outstanding multirole Artists of the African 


Diaspora Giving Back 


Rock out with your locks out! 


performances) — cast disapproving 
glances in his direction. 

A couple more significant sub- 
plots unfurl as well, the first having 
to do with the fact that Toni is not 
as well off as she appears, and her 
mother is therefore desperate to see 
her married to eligible childhood 


chum Harry Bellair (a smart, effort- 600 shotwell street 
lessly charming Patrick Alparone), san francisco 94110 
son of a wealthy businessman (a rie ee aoe 


hilariously loud, cigar-chomping www. bollyhoodcate. com, 
Gardner), but also secretly gay. Then 3 
there’s the arrival of a new band on 
the scene, Hammer (conjured by the 
same backing musicians in different 
wigs), complete with umlauts and 

a lead singer named J.J. Rock —a 
balls-out, over-the-top fop played 
with sock-puppet falsetto but real 
panache by Alparone. The cast as 


15TH ANNUAL se” wa COUNTDOWN 


neu year's eve 
zOlo 


a whole convincingly sells the rock 
numbers scattered throughout the 
play with a combination of respect- 
able, even exceptional musical ability 
and pitch-perfect histrionics. 

Naturally, everything resolves on 
the tonic, which is to say on a happy 
note. And if that’s not reality, it’s not 
noise pollution either. srsc 


FRIDAY, DECEM k 3 
PALACE OF FINE ARTS 


ON SALE NOW! + 


Tickets available at LiveNation.com, Ticketmaster, or charge-by-phone; (800) 745-3000 


THE MAN OF ROCK 

Through Dec. 23 
Wed.-Thurs., 8 p.m.; $15-$35 
470 Florida, SF 

(800) 838-3006 
www.climatetheater.org 
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PLUS: New Wave 
Lounge In The 
Mezzanine! 


New Year’s Eve! 
Fri Dec 31, 8p-2a 
at CellSpace 


2050 Bryant at 18th 


Skate Rentals and Tunes 
provided by 
Black Rock Roller Disco 


21up. $10 


Disco/New Wave 
Attire Encouraged! 


A MANTIEFEST 
SFSTATION THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


www.musichallsf.com 
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 


WED, DEC. 22 » DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 * $16 ADV. / $19 DOOR 


www.slims-sf.com 
— 333 11th St, btwa, Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 


FRI. DEC. 24 * S15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 
L f DOORS 6 / SHOW 7 © DOORS 9 / SHOW 9:30 


ni AGALLOCH 
\ OAKLAND INTERFAITH f 
72> GOSPEL ENSEMBLE ALLERSEELEN - DisPirit 


MON. DEC. 27 * DOORS 5 / SHOW 5:45 © S16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 2 


ALLSTAR WEEKEND 
DYLAN FOX AND THE WAVES 
THE GREENLIGHT DISTRICT ¢ 
VEGAS IS NORTH 
TUES. & WED. DEC. 28 & 29 » DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 © $31 ADV. / $31 DOOR 
X-MAS w, X 
PERFORMING "LOS ANGELES" IN ITS ENTIRETY 
& SCREENING "X THE UNHEARD MUSIC" 


wit speciat cust RAY MANZAREK 
“THURS. DEC. 30 DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 S13 ADV. /S13 DOOR 
ZONGO JUNCTION 
t TURKUAZ 
JACK SPRAT COLLECTIVE 


FRI. DEC. 31 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 = $40 ADV. / $45 DOOR 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


THE MO'FESSIONALS 
LIMBOMANIACS 


BUTTERSCOTCH 
ADAM LASHER BAND 
FRI. JAN 7 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 « S11 ADV. / S11 DOOR 
SLOWBURN. pLantinc SEEDS 
THE BEN BENKERT BAND: ASPECT 


SAT. JAN. 8 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 « $14 ADV. / S14 DOOR 
PERFORMER MAGAZINE PRESENTS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 


ARNOCoRPS NEUROSIS 
Pts Va SAVIOURS-U.S. CHRISTMAS 


All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage. 
Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows, Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon, thru 
Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimstickets.com and www.gamhtickets.com. 
For tickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) « Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. ™ Baliawie 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled & 


FRI. DEC. 31 DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 $35 ADV. / $35 DOOR 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


THE SLACKERS 
BOSS 501 


LORD LOVES A WORKING MAN 
DJ DIESEL - DJ ANOTHER JERK 


FR, JAN. 7 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 8:30 + $11 ADV. / $11 DOOR 
THE SOFT WHITE SIXTIES 
THE TROPHY FIRE 
BIRD BY BIRD-BETA STATE 


SAT. JAN. 8 + DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 + $21 ADV. /$21 DOOR 
MELVINS 


THURS. JAN. 13 © DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 * $26 ADV, / $26 DOOR 
AN EVENING WITH 


HUUN HUUR TU 
(THROAT SINGERS OF TUVA) 


FRI. JAN. 14 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 * $14 ADV. / $16 DOOR 
“TRIBAL YOUTH TOUR" 


TRIBAL SEEDS 
FORTUNATE YOUTH: THRIVE 


SUN. JAN. 16 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 $21 ADV. / $21 DOOR 


A HA Hh 


oe ™, 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 
‘22 - THURSDAY 12/23 


12/ 
ALL COMEDY ALLSTARS 
STARS sons 


a 12/26 - MONDAY 12/27 


TUESDAY Boa yee 12/29 
apa 


BENSONINTERRUPTION 
"‘Douc BENSON 
THURSDAY 12/30 - SATURDAY 1/1 
NEW YEAR'SEVE! 
CREC PROOPS 


Ls foe a aaa at -COM/PUNCHUNESF » COBBSCOMEDY.COM «AB 
TONS MELNE AND SLRECTTO CHNGE » CALL FOR SHOW: TS 415 WT st 


~ JANUARY 
JOHN 
OLIVER 


From 
“The Daily Show" 


JANUARY 6-9 
BEN 
BAILEY 


cash Cab" 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum + 18 & older with valid 1D 
‘SHOWTIMES: Sunday-Thursday 8pm » Friday-Saturday 8/10:15 pm 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO + SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
v Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


Limit 8 tickets per person, 


Alldates, acts and ticket prices are subject 


to change without notice. All tickets are 
subject to applicable service charges. 


ticketmaster 


DINNER R 5:30 T0 10:00. 
LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY. 


WED 22ND 
HORACE-SCOPE 
(JAZZ) 7:00 PM $7 
THUR 23RD 
TU GUSTO MUSICAL... 
LA FAMILIA PENA-GOVEA 
(LATIN JAZZ) 8:30 PM S10 
FRI 24TH 
CLOSED - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
SAT 251H 
CLOSED - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
SUN 26TH 
CLOSED - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
MON 27TH 
_ CLOSED - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


TUES 28TH 
CLASSICAL REVOLUTION PRESENTS... 
A NIGHT OF EXPERIMENTAL CELLO WITH... 


ERICA “UNWOMAN” MULKEY 
SAM BASS 
CELLO JOE 


(CHAMBER MUSIC PERFORMANCE) 8:00 PM 


NEW YEAR’S EVE!!! 
FEATURING RAYBAND 
8 LEGGED MONSTERS AND MORE! 
$25 AT THE DOOR OR CALL FOR DINNER RESERVATIONS! 
1710 MISSION @ DUBOCE 
415-551-CODA (2632) 
CODALIVE.COM 
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ARTS + CULTURE 


| Fight club 


Master documentarian Frederick 
Wiseman turns to the sweet science 


By Max Goldberg 
arts@sfbg.com 


FILM Late in Boxing Gym, a pungent 
documentary even for 
Frederick Wiseman, 
an old-timer says 
something wise 
to his friend while 
lacing up. The friend 
doesn’t see the point of analogies. 
Our man admits that some only work 
on an intellectual level, but insists 
that others make intuitive sense of 
abstraction — the right metaphor 
can make all the difference in getting 
a particular movement. It’s hard to 
imagine that Wiseman would still be 
making his films if he didn’t think 
the same held true for a motion pic- 
ture sequence. 

Good thing, since boxing has 
been made to shoulder an awful lot 
of Hollywood hooey. Not much has 
changed since Manny Farber, writ- 
ing in 1949, decried fight pictures for 
being “tightly humorless and super- 
saturated with worn-out morality ... 
pure fantasy in so far as capturing 
the pulse of the beak-busting trade.” 
Wiseman isn’t interested in the trade 
so much as the discipline — though 
the big time’s spectacular images are 
plastered around the old-school Texas 
club. And yet even if Boxing Gym 
shrugs at the competitive elements 
of the sport, Wiseman’s squat com- 
positions tune in the unglamorous 
business of keeping your dukes up 
when tired — the kind of matter-of 
fact physical truth professional actors 
howl for. 

By releasing Boxing Gym 
immediately after La Danse (2009), 
Wiseman ensures his own compari- 


= oo 


sons. The choreographer-dancer and 
trainer-boxer tandems are aligned not 
only in fancy footwork (Wiseman’s 
too), but also in their mirror- 
stretched studios. There are differ- 
ences, of course — one can't help but 
think of the Paris Ballet’s fundraising 
efforts when Richard Lord, the dex- 
terous trainer-manager of the gym, 
explains membership dues. Perhaps 
because Wiseman is not beholden to 
an institutional cycle of rehearsals 
and performances in Boxing Gym, 

it’s the purer distillation of a kinetic 
education. 

Watch Wiseman’s films together, 
and you'll realize that different spaces 
register silence differently. The film- 
maker's musical ear is richly apparent 
in Boxing Gym’s gloved rhythms and 
concrete echoes, to say nothing of the 
entrancing pendulum swings of side- 
by-side workouts. As in La Danse, 
Wiseman emulates the concentra- 
tion of his subjects, but here he also 
picks up on their loose camaraderie 
in conversations about joblessness, 
the joy of getting hit and, closest to 
the bone, the Virginia Tech killings. 
The gym is still a masculine space, 
but one in which women (and chil- 
dren) are a significant presence. For 
more on the evolution of gender and 
“training,” one might well consult 
the filmmaker’s own catalog: Basic 
Training (1971), Manoeuvre (1979), 
and Missile (1987). Wiseman’s gym 
is finally a gathering place, one with 
atmosphere and history (and hardly 
any headphones) — all the more rea- 
son to see it in a movie theater. srac 


BOXING GYM opens Wed/22 at the 
Roxie. 


Music listings are compiled by Cheryl Eddy. 
Since club life is unpredictable, it’s a good 
idea to call ahead to confirm bookings and 
hours. Prices are listed when provided to 
us. Submit items for the listings at list- 
ings@sfbg.com. For further information 
on how to submit items for the listings, see 
Picks. 


WEDNESDAY 22 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Agalloch, Allerseelen, Dispirit Great 
American Music Hall. 8pm, $19. 

Michael Chase and Lorenzo Rite Spot, 
2099 Folsom, SF; www.ritespotcafe.net. 
9pm, free. 

Murkins, Attack Plan, Station and the 
Monster Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $8. 
Jason King Band Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 
10pm, $15. 

“Polk Street Lounge Comedy and 
Burlesque Show” Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, 
$6. With Mary Van Note, Nato Green, Sean 
Keane, and Miss Mae Western. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


“Christmas in San Francisco with Russ 
Lorenson and Friends” Rrazz Room. 8pm, 
$40. 

Gaucho, Michael Abraham Amnesia. 7pm, 
free. 

Horace-scope Coda. 10pm, $7. 
Spaceheater Revolution Café, 3248 22nd 
St, SF; (415) 642-0474. 8:45pm, free. 


FO LK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks Yoshi's San 
Francisco. 8 and 10pm, $18-26. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Booty Call Q-Bar, 456 Castro, SF; www. 
bootycallwednesdays.com. 9pm. Juanita 
Moore hosts this dance party, featuring DJ 
Robot Hustle. 

Cannonball Beauty Bar. 10pm, free. Rock, 
indie, and nu-disco with DJ White Mike. 
Ceremony Presents Factory Records Night 
Knockout. 9pm, $5. Dark pop and new wave 
with DJs Deadbeat and Yule Be Sorry. 

Club Shutter Elbo Room. 10pm, $5. Goth 
with Nako, Omar, and Justin. 

Hands Down! Bar on Church. 9pm, free. 
With DJs Claksaarb, Mykill, and guests spin- 
ning indie, electro, house, and bangers. 
Jam Fresh Wednesdays Vessel, 85 
Campton, SF; (415) 433-8585. 9:30pm, 
free. With DJs Slick D, Chris Clouse, Rich 
Era, Don Lynch, and more spinning top40, 
mashups, hip hop, and remixes. Mary-Go- 
Round Lookout, 3600 16th St, SF; (415) 
431-0306. 10pm, $5. A weekly drag show 
with hosts Cookie Dough, Pollo Del Mar, and 
Suppositori Spelling. 

Red Wine Social Triple Crown. 5:30- 
9:30pm, free. DJ TophOne and guests spin 
outernational funk and get drunk. 

Respect Wednesdays End Up. 10pm, $5. 
Rotating DJs Daddy Rolo, Young Fyah, Irie 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


Dole, |-Vier, Sake One, Serg, and more spin- 
ning reggae, dancehall, roots, lovers rock, 
and mash ups. 

Synchronize || Pirata, 2007 16th St, SF; 
(415) 626-2626. 10pm, free. Psychedelic 
dance music with DJs Helios, Gatto Matto, 
Psy Lotus, Intergalactoid, and guests. 


THURSDAY 23 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Bell Biv DeVoe Yoshi's San Francisco. 8 and 
10pm, $25-35. 

“Big Cat Blue Holiday Concert” Biscuits 
and Blues. 8 and 10pm, $15. 

Blind Willies, Flash Gilmore, Funbeatles 
Stud. 8pm. 

“Gospel Christmas with Kim Nalley and 
Tammy Hall” Rrazz Room. 8pm, $35. 
Vienna Teng, Alex Wong and friends, Paul 
Joey Ryan, Amber Rubarth Great American 
Music Hall. 8pm, $26. 

Michael Zapruder, We Is Shore Dedicated 
Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $5. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Def Poets Revolution Café, 3248 22nd St, 
SF; (415) 642-0474. 8:45pm, free. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Bluegrass and old-time jam Atlas Café. 
8pm, free. 

Horse Thief Jack Rite Spot, 2099 Folsom, 
SF; www.ritespotcafe.net. 9pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Afrolicious Elbo Room. 9:30pm, $10. DJs 
Pleasuremaker and Sefior Oz spin Afrobeat, 
tropicalia, electro, samba, and funk. 
Caribbean Connection Little Baobab, 3388 
19th St, SF; (415) 643-3558. 10pm, $3. 

DJ Stevie B and guests spin reggae, soca, 
zouk, reggaeton, and more. 

Drop the Pressure Underground SF. 6- 
10pm, free. Electro, house, and datafunk 
highlight this weekly happy hour. 

Gigantic Beauty Bar. 9pm, free. With DJs Eli 
Glad, Greg J, and White Mike spinning indie, 
rock, disco, and soul. 

Good Foot Som., 2925 16th St, SF; (415) 
558-8521. 10pm, free. With DJs spinning 
R&B, Hip hop, classics, and soul. 

Guilty Pleasures Gestalt, 3159 16th St, SF; 
(415) 560-0137. 9:30pm, free. DJ TophZilla, 
Rob Metal, DJ Stef, and Disco-D spin punk, 
metal, electro-funk, and 80s. 

Jivin’ Dirty Disco Butter, 354 11th St., SF; 
(415) 863-5964. 8pm, free. With DJs spin- 
ning disco, funk, and classics. 

Koko Puffs Koko Cocktails, 1060 Geary, SF; 
(415) 885-4788. 10pm, free. Dubby roots 
reggae and Jamaican funk from rotating 
DJs. 

Peaches Skylark, 10pm, free. With an all 
female DJ line up featuring Deeandroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, and Umami spinning 
hip hop. 
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2124 Market St. 


BETWEEN J 4th & 1<}h} 


jazz club 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, Dec 22 tonight! 


DAN HICKS 
& THE HOT LICKS 


“Holidaze in Hicksville” 
CD Release: Crazy For Christmas 


Thurs, Dec 23 tomarrow! 


N § Rare Small Club Appearance 


BELL BIV DEVOE 


2 ~S HOLIDAY “POISON” 


= Net I 


Fri, Dec 24 this weekend! 


CLAIRDEE’S CHRISTMAS 


Soulful Singer's 8th Annual Celebration! 


Sun, Dee 26 Yoshi's Debut! 


2” GALLAGHER 


; on HOLIDAY SMASH! 


Dee 27-28 Yoshi's Debut! 


<< MORRIS DAY & 
GTHE TIME 


CHRISTMAS “TIME” 


Wed, Dec 29 


THE TUBES 


Featuring FEE WAYBILL 


Dee 30 - Jan 1 
Rare Small Club Appearance 


DIANNE REEVES 


LIVE NEW YEARS EVE 


npr music 


Sun, Jan 2 
Yoshi's Debut! 


EDGAR WINTER BAND 


1330 FILLMORE ST. SAN FRANCISCO 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST, OAKLAND 510-238-9200 
VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s Oakland + SF © Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


Get Tickets at YOSHIS.COM / the 


and 


Coast-to-Coast Broadcast on NPR! 


yoshis.com 


JAPANESE RESTAURANT 


Top 100 Restaurants 2009 & 2010 -SF Chronicle 


Voted “Best live music venue in SF” -SF Magazine 8/10 


oakland 


Dee 22-24 starts tonight! 


PHAROAH 
SANDERS 


Dec 26-29 ALL SOLD OUT!! 


TOWER OF POWER 
Feb 12-14! 


—102.9rm 


Dec 30-Jan2 KBI X 


LALAH , 
HATHAWAY 


NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION! 


Wed, Jan5 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR: 
BARBARA HIGBIE, LINDA TILLERY, 
GEORGE BROOKS & KAl ECKHARDT 


Thurs, Jan 6 
DAVE HOLLISTER 


Jan 7-9 


PONCHO 


SANCHEZ 


LATIN JAZZ BAND 


Mon, Jan 10 


KENNY WASHINGTON. 
vit MICHAEL O'NEILL 


Tues, Jan 11 


KEV CHOICE ENSEMBLE 


venue box office / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


ird y a 1&7 pm 
t Menu Available 


Tickets ON SALE NOW for their RETURN 


eececceoseeoccesesceseeeoe 


Please Visit 


cafedunord 
.com 


Available for 
Private Rental 


Dinner ‘til 11PM 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 30TH 9PM $30 (ROCK) 
THE SLIP 

NATHAN MOORE 

MARCO BENEVENTO (soto Piano) 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 31ST 9:30PM $50 (ROCK) 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 

SURPRISE ME MR. DAVIS 

BIG LIGHT 

THURSDAY JANUARY 6TH 8PM $12 (ROCK/SKA) 
TITAN UPS 

WICKED MERCIES * FRANCO NERO 

DJ DR.SCOTT 

FRIDAY JANUARY 7TH 9PM $10 (FUNK/HIP-HOP) 
BLACKMAHAL - 
AFROLICIOUS © DJ TIMOTEO 


SATURDAY JANUARY 8TH 9PM $11/S13 (COUN- 
TRY/BLUEGRASS) 
SHELBY ASH PRESENTS 


“THE HONKY-TONK SHOWDOWN” 
FEATURING: 

THE WHISKY RICHARDS 

77 EL DEORA ¢ THE BOOTCUTS 

SONGS HOTBOX HARRY TAUGHT US 
THURSDAY JANUARY 13TH SPM $10-S20 
SLIDING SCALE 

SHELBY ASH PRESENTS: 

SAN FRANCISCO BLUEGRASS & OLD TIME 
FESTIVAL BENEFIT SHOW FEATURING: 
POSSUM AND LESTER 

THE EARL BROTHERS 

HANG JONES * WALKING IN SUNLIGHT 
FRIDAY JANUARY 14TH 9:30PM $15 (ROCK) 
SWEET APPLE / DEAD MEADOW 
CARLTON MELTON 


SATURDAY JANUARY 15TH 9:30PM $10/S12 
(ROCK/FOLK) 


NICKI BLUHM (co revease) 

THE BLANK TAPES 

DAVE MULLIGAN (SOLO) 

DJ SUPERCHILL 

MONDAY JANUARY 17TH 8PM S10 (FOLK) 
VELVETWINOS (CD RELEASE) 
BRIAN RAVIZZA 

FRIDAY JANUARY 21ST 9PM $12 (INDIE/ELECTRO) 
PLANET BOOTY 

SUPER ADVENTURE CLUB 

SATURDAY JANUARY 22ND 9PM $10/S12 (ROCK) 
KC TURNER PRESENTS: 

THE FAMILY CREST (co retease) 
THE MOANIN’ DOVE ¢ THE WELCOME MATT 
TUESDAY JANUARY 25TH SPM $17 (INDIE) 
THE GHOST OF A SABER 
TOOTH TIGER (sean LENNON AND 
CHARLOTTE KEMP MUHL) 

LAURA GIBSON 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 26TH 8PM $12/S15 (FOLK) 
THE HANDSOME FAMILY 

SEAN ROWE 

THURSDAY JANUARY 27TH 8PM $10 (ROCK) 
PEBBLE THEORY / WHITNEY 
NICHOLE (CD RELEASE) 
KINDESS AND LIES 


FRIDAY JANUARY 28TH 9PM $12 (ROCK) 
FCCFREERADIO.COM PRESENTS: 


THE 21ST CENTURY 
SLOE * ROOSEVELT RADIO 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2ND 9:30PM $15 

(ROCK) 

BOBBY LONG 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 4TH 9PM $12 (INDIE) 

EARS OF THE BEHOLDER PRESENTS: 
EXRAY’S (ALBUM RELEASE) 
TIM COHEN’S MAGICK TRICK (ALBUM 
RELEASE) « FIVENG e DJ CYCLYST 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 8TH SPM S16 
(SINGER-SONGWRITER) ALL AGES 

UPSTAIRS AT THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL: 
TINA DICO 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 15TH 9PM $15 (INDIE) 
NICOLE ATKINS & THE BLACK SEA 
COTTONJONES 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 16TH 9PM $10 (ROCK) 


DEAD FLOYD 


2170 MARKET STREET ¢ 415.861.5016 
Box Office Now Open for Phone Sales ONLY 
Mon-Fri, 2-6pm 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


CONT 
” SATURDAY 25 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 
“Bud E. Luv Christmas Show” Rrazz Room. 
FRIDAY 24 8pm, $30. 
my “13th Annual Black X-Mass” Elbo Room. 
= 9pm. With Graves Bros Deluxe, Los 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP HOP Murderachis Dimesland, and more. 
Alvon Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm Earl Thomas and the Blues Ambassadors 
$20. ; Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, $22. 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Ensemble FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 
Slim’s. 7 and 9:30pm, $15. a 
Craig Vent! d Meredith Axelrod 
FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY iain car sabe oe 
ae Drom Amnesia. 9pm, DANCE CLUBS 


Death Guild X-Mess Night DNA Lounge. 
9:30pm, $5. Gothic, industrial, and synth- 


SE Soe 7 al Mo SSE OO 
> PPE 
eet: 


C A ‘ : : P 

Cc pop with Decay, Joe Radio, and Melting Girl. Lucky Peterson Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 

4 } DJ Floydaclaus Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, free. SU N DAY 26 10pm, $20. 
45Club Knockout. 10pm, free. Funky soul 

= with dX the Funky Gran Paw, Dirty Dishes, ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

2 and English Steve. << im Nall Tie tee 

Ho Go Bang! Presents: Ho Ho Bang! Deco “Gorilla Holiday Takeover” DNA Lounge. Kim Nalley Rrazz Room. 7pm, $32.50 
Lounge, 510 Larkin, SF; www.gobangsf. 5:30pm, $12. With To Memory and Me, 

He com. 9pm, $5. Disco with Steve Fabus, Tres Twisted Blues, One for the Masses, and DANCE CLUBS 

4 Lingerie, and Sergio. more. Dub Mission Elbo Room. 9pm, $6. Dub, 

rT 14 

[Tit 

LT 

[tI 

[yy 


3158 egos 
SAN crip nee 
415.282.3325 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 0 — 


THURSDAY DEC 23 
COMEDY NIGHT 
SATURDAY DEC 25 


PAUL HEMMING 
FRIDAY DEC 31 
NYE TEMPLE IN 3D 


THURSDAY JAN 06 


RITUAL DUBSTEP 
“pran — & DANCE 


LAVAY SMITH & HER 
RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 
CASINO ROYALE 
JP & THE RHYTHM CHASERS 


MR. LUCKY & THE COCKTAIL PARTY 
FEATURING RALPH CARNEY 


UNDER THE STARS = KITTY KITTY BANG BANG BURLESQUE 


Special Appearances by the 


DINNER fs ce oe! 
WITH DUECE aS 


(R/B JAZZ BAND) 


~DJ EDAJ & 
MARC 


RESTAURANT 


PRANASF.COM 
415.278.0495 


DINE AT PRANA RESTAURANT INSIDE 
TEMPLE & RECEIVE COMPLIMENTARY 
ADMISSION.TO TEMPLE ON 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 


12.31 Bootie New Years Eve 
01.01 A-Skillz 
01.21. Dirtybird 

01.26 Jorge Drexler 

01.28. The Toxic Avenger 
02.11 Meat Beat Manifesto 
02.12 Lindstrom _ 


1025 COLUMBUS AVE e SAN FRANCISCO 


AND CHAMPANGE CLUB BOX OFFICE: (415) 474-0365 * WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 
WWW.ELRIOSECOM TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.TICKETFLY.COM 


540 HOWARD ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WWW.TEMPLESF.COM 


COMPLIMENTARY DESSERT BAR 


Fa CE) 
Peewee eee LE CLEP LEE ELLE Ler) 


re ee oe eee rT 


info@mezzaninesi.com 
444 Jessie St | SF | 21+ 


Nee ee eri err 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


roots, and classic dancehall with DJs Sep, 
Maneesh the Twister, and guests Roy Two 
Thousand and DJ Quest. 

Gloss Sundays Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; 
(415) 551-CLUB. 7pm. With DJ Hawthorne 
spinning house, funk, soul, retro, and disco. 
Honey Soundsystem Paradise Lounge. 
8pm-2am. “Dance floor for dancers — sound 
system for lovers.” Got that? 

Kick It Bar on Church. 9pm. Hip-hop with 

DJ Zax. 

Religion Bar on Church. 3pm. With DJ Nikita. 
Swing Out Sundays Rock-It Room. 7pm, 
free (dance lessons $15). DJ BeBop Burnie 
spins 20s through 50s swing, jive, and more. 


MONDAY 27 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Allstar Weekend, Dylan Fox and the 
Waves, Greenlight District, Vegas is North 
Slim’s. 5:45pm, $16. 

Cracker, Camper Van Beethoven 
Independent. 8pm, $25. 

Morris Day and the Time Yoshi's San 
Francisco. 8 and 10pm, $30-45 

Lucky Peterson Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 
10pm, $20. 

Richard Rite Spot, 2099 Folsom, SF; www. 
ritespotcafe.net. 9pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Death Guild DNA Lounge. 9:30pm, $3-5. 
Gothic, industrial, and synthpop with Joe 
Radio, Decay, and Melting Girl. 

Krazy Mondays Beauty Bar. 10pm, free. 
With DJs Ant-1, $ir-Tipp, Ruby Red |, Lo, and 
Gelo spinning hip hop. 

M.O.M. Madrone Art Bar. 6pm, free. With 
DJ Gordo Cabeza and guests playing all 
Motown every Monday. 

Manic Mondays Bar on Church. 9pm. Drink 
80-cent cosmos with Djs Mark Andrus and 
Dangerous Dan. 

Musik for Your Teeth Revolution Café, 3248 
22nd St., SF; (415) 642-0474. 5pm, free. Soul 
cookin’ happy hour tunes with DJ Antonino 
Musco, 

Network Mondays Azul! Lounge, One 
Tillman Pl, SF; www.inhousetalent.com. 
9pm, $5. Hip-hop, R&B, and spoken word 
open mic, plus featured performers. 
Skylarking Skylark. 10pm, free. With resi- 
dent DJs | & | Vibration, Beatnok, and Mr. 
Lucky and weekly guest DJs. 


TUESDAY 28 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Morris Day and the Time Yoshi's San 


Agalloch plays the Great American Music Hall Wed/22. 


= * 4 Ja 


Francisco. 8 and 10pm, $30-45. 
Hollow Earth, Iron Witch, Vanishing Breed 
Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $5. 
Kitten on the Keys Rite Spot, 2099 Folsom, 
SF; www.ritespotcafe.net. 9pm, free. 
Spirits in the Basement, Filthy Mudbloods, 
Laughing Prophets of Doom Bottom of the 
Hill. 9pm, $8. 
>| X, Ray Manzarek Slim’s. 8pm, 

$31. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Alcoholocaust Presents Argus Lounge. 9pm, 
free. With DJ Lightnin’ Jeff G. and DJ Filthy Phil. 
Eclectic Company Skylark, 9pm, free. DJs 
Tones and Jaybee spin old school hip hop, 
bass, dub, glitch, and electro, 

Share the Love Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; 
(415) 551-CLUB. 5pm, free. With DJ Pam 
Hubbuck spinning house. 

Womanizer Bar on Church. 9pm. With DJ 
Nuxx, SFBG 


BLUE: BEAR 


SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
RT > SOMA « DUBOCE 
SON 


make 
some music! |- 
Chroll now i 


bluebearmusic.org 
(415) 673-3600 


FREE 
POOL 
EVERY 


SUNDAY 


A NEIGHBORHOOD HAVEN 
AT THE FOOT OF BERNAL HILL 


Hot Buttered Rum is Back! 
JOIN US NYE! 


FREE CHAMPAGNE @ MIDNIGHT!! NO COVER 
FOOD AND PARTY FAVORS! 


WED 12/22 T\) JENNIQUE M 10pm 


THU 12/23 KUSF DJ “ANDRE TORREZ” 
“MIXED BAG LIVE 10pm 


FRI12/24 OPEN XMAS EVE 
SAT 12/25 CLOSED CHRISTMAS. DAY 


SUN 12/26 D\) AMELIA B & 
CHRIS MCVICKER sem 

TUE 12/28 ALCOHOLOCAUST W/ LICHTIN’ 
JEFF & DJ FILTHY PHIL 10pm 

WED 12/29 D)) CINDY 6 10pm 


$2 

3187 MISSION @ VALENCIA 
SAN FRANCISCO © 415.824-1447 
WWW.ARGUSLOUNGE.COM 


Cocktails 22 Tap Beers 
Pool Tables 


298 Divisadero at Page 
415-255-6101 
www.thepagebar.com 


SALES DIRECTOR 


The Bay Guardian is looking for an Advertising Sales Director. Responsibilities 
include maximizing revenues, and employing a leadership style that promotes 
an effective work environment and motivates a sales team. The Sales Director 
will remain current on relevant technological developments. They will set and 
manage goals for Sales and Marketing for both the print product and online 


through strategic planning, assessment and redirection, in order to meet and 
exceed Company objectives. 


Qualified applicants should have proven leadership skills and the ability to 
execute strategic sales plans to increase market share. Minimum 5 years sales 
management experience; prior online and print advertising sales management 
a plus. Compensation DOE with benefits. 


GUARDIAN 


Please email resumes fo jobs@sfbg.com. No calls, please. SFEBG-COM 


MUSIC. 
ART. 
DRINKS. 


Happy Holidays! 


9 
LE 


500 Divisadero Street 
www.madroneartbar.com 


WWW.330RITCH.COM - 415 445 3546 


S30RITCH 


) UPCOMING EVENTS 


peta hd A 
BS __360 RITCH ST - SOMA - 330RITCH.COM 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 2011 


On THE T'S AND 2'S 
Miia PREZ PLUS OTHER SPECIAL GUESTS 


Tickets available at wwW.nyeriteh.eventbrite.com 


w0Sive Ne DOORS OPENAT SPM — GP 


We pay the best prices 
in rs for your sewantel 


; 4 
CD: DVD: 
— Blu-Rays Records . 


Video Games 


FREESTYLE => 
FELLOWSHIP. 


JAN 28TH 


PERFORMING THE CLASSIC 
ALBUM “INNER CITY GRIOTS" 


"Alkahonks 


FEB 12TH, 


Se OS Rawr LSs 


STREETLIGH 


SAN FRANCISCO 
2350 Market St. 
(415) 282-8000 


streetlightrecords.com 
Some restrictions may apply 


war AZ. 
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AND WE SELL MANY OTHERS MADE FROM PYREX, WOOD, 
WE ALSO CARRY THE HIGHEST 


CERAMIC, EVEN ANTLER! 


QUALITY ‘VAPORIZERS, PAPERS, AND OTHER SMOKING 
ACCOUTREMENTS. VIRTUALLY ALL OUR SMOKEWARE IS HANDMADE 


AND SOLD DIRECT TO US BY ARTISTS ON THE WEST COAST! 


New & Improved 2pm-8pm. 


HAPPY 
Pea, 64 


OPEN EVERYDAY AT 2PM 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY 


50 PSYCHOLOGY OF GENOCIDE 
WOLVES AND THIEVES 
MAKER 


ED veew Beware 
ray. THE DANUULLE? 
(THE BRAVERY) 
THE NERVOUS WRECKORDS 
(KING LOUIE 1) 
THE DEAD WESTERNS 


TWANG SUNDAY 


WEST COAST- 
RAMBLERS 


IP eeoucees 
be THE MEAT SLUTS 
THE COMPLAINTS 
THE PAPER BACS 


ED DEFIANCE O10 
se KIMYA DAWSON 
SONGS FOR MOMS 


LED MADEALL 

7:302M CRUEL HAND 
CRUCIFIED 
BOUNDARIES 


(ADV TIX THROUGH WWW.THEEPARKSIDE.COM 
FOR MORE LISTINGS VISIT 
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/THEEPARKSIDE — 


1600 17TH STREET* 252-1330 


LIVE: ee 


WEDNESDAY 12/22 
8PM - $10 ADV & DOOR 
¢ Javier Dunn 

* Alice Tong 

* JT Spangler 


THURSDAY 12/23 

9PM - $8 ADV & DOOR 
Christmas Craptacular 
* Socialized 

* Scar Pink 

* Deeper 

* Sons of Doug 


SUNDAY 12/26 

7:30PM +» $5 ADV & DOOR 
¢ Riot Professor 

* Spooky Flowers 

* Caldecott 

* Steinway Junkies 

* Bailey Stone 


TUESDAY 12/28 

8PM - $6 ADV & DOOR 
* For the Broken 
* Kenny Eng 

* Run and Tell 


WEDNESDAY 12/29 
9PM - $6 ADV & DOOR 
* The Horses Mac 
* Clayton Joseph Scott 
* Matt Bradford 


pte riget 12/30 
- $8 ADV & DOOR 


° ; Citabria 
« Montana 1948 


* Almost Honest 


* Daemon City Lights 


FRIDAY 12/31 

9PM + $10 ADV & DOOR 
Spend New Years Eve 
at the Hotel Utah with 


* The Buttercream Gang 


* Blackstone Heist 
* Sonia Rao 


TUESDAY 01/04 

8PM - $10 ADV & DOOR 

Screening of Makin 

Your — (A Year in 

the Life of an 

Entreprenuer) 

* Making Your Mark 
8pm screening 

* John Craigie 

* Leigh Jones 


twitter.com/hotelutah 


facebook.com/hotelutahsaloon 
ADVANCE TIX AT HOTELUTAH.COM 


500 4th Street * (415) 546-6300 


OAKLAND 
MUSIC 
COMPLEX 


Monthly Music 
Rehearsal Studios 


1255 21ST ST. 
OAKLAND, CA 
(510) 406-9697 


OaklandMusicComplex.com 
oaklandmusiccomplex@gmail.com 


Since 1993-Proud to bring you fresh art & pure fun 


111 MINNA GALLERY 


111 MINNA STREET at 2ND STREET 
111 MINNAGALLERY.COM © 415 974 1719 


OVER 21 ONLY 


111 at 111 


a group show celebrating our creative 


9:00pm-2:00am 
Tickets on sale, www.111minnanye.com 


AN EPIC 80'S 
NEW YEARS EVE 
EXPLOSION 


presented by 
Chillin’ Productions & Barracuda 


Performance by 


NOTORIOUS 


totally rad 80s tribute band in one room. 


SUPER AWESOME DJS 


in the other. Bring on 2011! 


Minna NYE is CRAZY 
for Free Perks. 


Here's what you get with your ticket! 
Tickets will include complimentary ameni- 
ties: Hosted Bar (all beverages included 
with ticket price), Free Photobooth, Mid- 
night Champagne Toast, Live Burlesque 
NYE, Countdown, 2 Dance Floors, Live 
Band, Awesome 80s Dus, Laser Light 
Show, Balloon Madness, Free Hair & 
Makeup Transformation Station, 
and Plush Lounge Areas. 


Also Available on Request: VIP Seating. 
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club list 


AMNESIA 

853 Valencia 
(415) 970-0012 
ARGUS LOUNGE 
3187 Mission 
(415) 824-1447 
ASIASF 

201 Ninth St 
(415) 255-2742 
ATLAS CAFE 
3049 20th St 
(415) 648-1047 
ATMOSPHERE 3 
447 Broadway 
(415) 788-4623 
BAMBUDDHA 
LOUNGE 

601 Eddy 

(415) 885-5088 
BAOBAB 

3388 19th St 
(415) 643-3558 
BAR ON CHURCH 
198 Church 
(415) 861-7499 
BEAUTY BAR 
2299 Mission 
(415) 285-0323 
BIMBO’S 

365 CLUB 

1025 Columbus 
(415) 474-0365 
BISCUITS 

AND BLUES 
401 Mason 
(415) 292-2583 


BOLLYHOOD CAFE 
3372 19th St 
(415) 970-0362 
BOOM BOOM ROOM 
1601 Fillmore 
(415) 673-8000 
BOTTOM 

OF THE HILL 

1233 17th St 
(415) 621-4455 
BROADWAY 
STUDIOS 

435 Broadway 
(415) 291-0333 


* BRUNO’S 


2389 Mission 
(415) 643-5200 
CAFE COCOMO 
650 Indiana 
(415) 824-6910 
CAFE DU NORD 
2170 Market 
(415) 861-5016 
CASANOVA 
LOUNGE 

527 Valencia 
(415) 863-9328 
CAT CLUB 
1190 Folsom 
(415) 431-3332 
CLUB DELUXE 
1509 Haight 
(415) 552-6949 
CLUB 525 

525 Howard 
(415) 339-8686 
CLUB SIX 

60 Sixth St 
(415) 863-1221 
CODA 

1710 Mission 
(415) 551-2632 
DALVA 

3121 16th St 
(415) 252-7740 
DELIRIUM 
3139 16th St 
(415) 552-5525 
DNA LOUNGE 
375 11th St 
(415) 626-1409 
DOLORES PARK 
CAFE 

501 Dolores 
(414) 621-2936 
DOUBLE DUTCH 
3192 16th St 
(415) 503-1670 


EAGLE TAVERN 
398 12th St 
(415) 626-0880 
EDINBURGH 
CASTLE PUB 
950 Geary 
(415) 885-4074 
ELBO ROOM 
647 Valencia 
(415) 552-7788. 


ELEMENT LOUNGE 
1028 Geary 

(415) 571-1362 
ENDUP 

401:Sixth St 

(415) 357-0827 


FILLMORE 

1805 Geary 

(415) 346-6000 
540 CLUB 

540 Clement 
(415) 752-7276 
FLUID ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

662 Mission 

(415) 615-6888 
GLAS KAT 

520 Fourth St 
(415) 495-6626 
GRANT AND GREEN 
1371 Grant 

(415) 693-9565 
GREAT AMERICAN 
MUSIC HALL 

859 O'Farrell 
(415) 885-0750 
HEMLOCK TAVERN 
1131 Polk 

(415) 923-0923 
HIFI 

2125 Lombard 
(415) 345-TONE 
HOTEL UTAH 
SALOON 

500 Fourth St 
(415) 546-6300 
ICON ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

1192 Folsom 
(415) 626-4800 
INDEPENDENT 
628 Divisadero 
(415) 771-1421 
INFUSION LOUNGE 
124 Ellis 

(415) 421-8700 
IRELAND’S 32 
3920 Geary 

(415) 386-6173 
JOHNNY FOLEY’S 
243 O'Farrell 
(415) 954-0777 
KIMO’S 

1351 Polk 

(415) 885-4535 
KNOCKOUT 

3223 Mission 
(415) 550-6994 
LASZLO 

2526 Mission 
(415) 401-0810 
LEXINGTON CLUB 
3464 19th St 
(415) 863-2052 
MADRONE ART BAR 
500 Divisadero 
(415) 241-0202 
MAKE-OUT ROOM 
3225 22nd St 
(415) 647-2888 
MEZZANINE 

444 Jessie 

(415) 625-8880 
MIGHTY 

119 Utah 

(415) 626-7001 
MILK 

1840 Haight 
(415) 387-6455 
MISSION ROCK 
CAFE 

817 Terry Francois 
(415) 626-5355 
MOJITO 

1337 Grant 

(415) 398-1120 


NICKIE’S 

466 Haight 
(415) 255-0300 
111 MINNA 
GALLERY 

111 Minna 
(415) 974-1719 
PARADISE LOUNGE 
1501 Folsom 
(415) 252-5018 
PARKSIDE 
1600 17th St 
(415) 252-1330 
PIER 23 

Pier 23 

(415) 362-5125 
PLOUGH AND 
STARS 

116 Clement 
(415) 751-1122 
POLENG LOUNGE 
1751 Fulton 
(415) 441-1710 
PURPLE ONION 
140 Columbus 
(415) 217-8400 
RASSELAS JAZZ 
1534 Fillmore 
(415) 346-8696 
RED DEVIL LOUNGE 
1695 Polk 

(415) 921-1695 
RED POPPY ART 
HOUSE 

2698 Folsom 
(415) 826-2402 
REGENCY 
BALLROOM 
1300 Van Ness 
415) 673-5716 
RETOX LOUNGE 
628 20th St 
(415) 626-7386 
RICKSHAW STOP 
155 Fell 

415) 861-2011 
EL RINCON 
2700 16th St 
(415) 437-9240 
EL RIO 

3158 Mission 
(415) 282-3325 
RIPTIDE BAR 
3639 Taraval 
(415) 240-8360 
ROCK-IT ROOM 
406 Clement 
(415) 387-6343 
RRAZZ ROOM 
222 Mason 
(415) 394-1189 
RUBY SKYE 
420 Mason 
(415) 693-0777 
SAVANNA JAZZ 
2937 Mission 
(415) 285-3369 
SHANGHAI 1930 
133 Steuart 
(415) 896-5600 
SHINE DANCE 
LOUNGE 

1337 Mission 
(415) 255-1337 
SKYLARK 
3089 16th St 
(415) 621-9294 
SLIDE 

430 Mason 
(415) 421-1916 
SLIM’S 

333 11th St 
(415) 255-0333 
SOM. 

2925 16th St 
(415) 558-8521 
SPACE 550 
550 Barneveld 
(415) 550-8286 
STUD 

399 Ninth St 
(415) 252-7883 
SUPPERCLUB 
657 Harrison 
(415) 348-0900 


TEMPLE 

540 Howard 
(415) 978-9942 
1015 FOLSOM 
1015 Folsom 
(415) 431-1200 
330 RITCH 

330 Ritch 

(415) 541-9574 
TOP OF THE MARK 
Mark Hopkins 
Intercontinental 
Hotel 

1 Nob Hill 

(415) 616-6916 
TRIPLE CROWN 
1760 Market 
(415) 863-3516 
TUNNEL TOP 
601 Bush 

(415) 986-8900 
UNDERGROUND SF 
424 Haight 
(415) 864-7386 
VESSEL, 

85 Campton 
(415) 433-8585 
WARFIELD 

982 Market 
(415) 345-0900 
YOSHI’S SAN 
FRANCISCO 
1330 Fillmore 
(415) 655-5600 


BAY AREA 


ANNA’S JAZZ 
ISLAND 

2120 Allston Way, 
Berk 

(510) 841-JAZZ 
ASHKENAZ 

1317 San Pablo, 
Berk 

(510) 525-5054 
BECKETT’S 

2271 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 647-1790 
BLAKES 

2367 Telegraph, 
Berk 

(510) 848-0886 
FOX THEATER 

1807 Telegraph, 
Oakl 
1-800-745-3000 
FREIGHT AND 
SALVAGE COFFEE 
HOUSE 

1111 Addison, Berk 
(510) 548-1761 
JUPITER 

2181 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) THE-ROCK 
924 GILMAN 
STREET PROJECT 
924 Gilman, Berk 
(510) 525-9926 

LA PENA CULTURAL 
CENTER 

3104 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 849-2568 
SHATTUCK DOWN 
LOW 

2284 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 548-1159 
STARRY PLOUGH 
3101 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 841-2082 
STORK CLUB 

2330 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 444-6174 

21 GRAND 

416 25th St, Oakl 
(510) 444-7263 
UPTOWN 

1928 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 451-8100 
YOSHI'S 

510 Embarcadero 
West 

Jack London Square, 
Oakl 

(510) 238-9200 
SFBG 


STAGE LISTINGS 


Holiday candy: In Candid, Sweet Can Productions revamps its popular performance Yes Sweet 
Can with new music and performers. 


Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues 
to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items 
for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For fur- 
ther information on how to submit items for 
the listings, see Picks. For complete listings, 
see www.sfbg.com. 


THEATER 


ONGOING 


Candid Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St; 273-4633, www.sweetcanpro- 
ductions.com. $15-60. Call for dates and 
times. Through Jan 9. Sweet Can Productions 
presents an acrobatic holiday circus extrava- 
ganza. 
Dirty Little Showtunes! A Parody Musical 
Revue New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness; 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. $24- 
40. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Jan 16. 
Tom Orr’s adults-only holiday show returns, 
with direction by F. Allen Sawyer and musical 
direction by Scrumbly Koldewyn. 
Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes 
CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission; www.tick- 
etfly.com. $25. Thurs, 7 and 9pm. Through 
Thurs/23. Heklina, Cookie Dough, Matthew 
Martin, and Pollo Del Mar return with their 
stage tribute to the sitcom. 
Joyful Noise: A Gospel Celebration of 
Christmas Southside Theater, Fort Mason 
Center; 345-7575, www.LHTSF.org. $25- 
50. Call for dates and times. Through Dec 
31. Lorraine Hansberry Theatre presents a 
rechristened version of their Black Nativity 
production. 
The Lion in Winter Actors Theatre, 855 
Bush; 345-1287, www.ticketweb.com. $26- 
38. Wed-Sat, 8pm. Through Jan 15. Actors 
Theatre of SF presents James Goldman’s play 
of palace intrigue. 
Mr. YooWho’s Holiday NOHspace, 2840 
Mariposa; (800) 838-3006, www.brown- 
papertickets.com. $10-18. Fri-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 2pm. Through Jan 2. European clown 
Moshe Cohen returns to SF for a third run at 
NOHspace. 
Party of 2 — The New Mating Musical Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter; (800) 838-3006, www. 
partyof2themusical.com. $27-29. Sun, 3pm. 
Open-ended. A musical about relationships by 
Shopping! The Musical author Morris Bobrow. 
Pearls Over Shanghai Thrillpeddlers’ 
Hypnodrome, 575 Tenth St; 1-800-838- 
3006, www.brownpapertickets.com. $30-69. 
Sat, 8pm. Through April 9. Thrillpeddlers’ 
acclaimed production of the Cockettes musi- 
cal continues its successful run. 
Santaland Diaries Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson; (800) 838-3006, www.brownpa- 
pertickets.com. $20-30. Nightly, 8pm (also 


Thurs/23, 5pm). Through Dec 30. David 
Sinaiko returns as Crumpet in Combined 
Artform’s ninth annual production of the 
David Sedaris play. 

Shrek The Musical Orpheum Theatre, 

1192 Market; (888) SHN-1799, www.shnsf. 
com. $30-99. Tues, 8pm, Wed, 2 and 8pm; 
Thurs-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 2 and 8pm; Sun, 2pm 
(no performances Fri/24, Sat/25, and Dec 
31). Through Jan 2. Eric Petersen stars in the 
stage version of the animated blockbuster. 
Siddhartha, the Bright Path The Marsh 
Studio Theater, 1074 Valencia; (800) 838- 
3006, www.themarsh.org. $15-35. Call for 
dates and times. Through Jan 9. Marsh Youth 
Theater presents a holiday celebration, 
directed by Lisa Quoresimo. 

A Tale of Two Genres SF Playhouse, Stage 
Two, 533 Sutter; www.un-scripted.com. 
$10-20. Wed-Thurs, 8pm. Through Thurs/23. 
Un-Scripted Theater Company performs an 
improvised musical in the style of Charles 
Dickens. 


BAY AREA 
Arabian Nights Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berk; (510) 647- 
2549, www.berkeleyrep.org. $34-73. Call for 
dates and times. Through Dec 30. Tony-win- 
ning Mary Zimmerman’s production makes a 
return to Berkeley Rep. 

Becoming Julia Morgan Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berk; (510) 984-3864, www. 
brownpapertickets.com. $24-30. Fri-Sat, 
8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through Jan 9. Janis Stevens 
stars in Belinda Taylor’s play about the trail- 
blazing architect. 

A Christmas Memory TheatreWorks at Lucie 
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield, Palo Alto; 
(650) 463-1960, www.theatreworks.org. 
$19-67. Tues-Wed, 7:30pm; Thurs-Fri, 8pm; 
Sat, 2 and 8pm; Sun, 2 and 7pm (also Dec 

23, 2pm; Dec 24, 7pm). Through Sun/26. 
TheatreWorks presents the seasonal tale by 
Truman Capote. 

East 14th — True Tales of a Reluctant Player 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston Way, Berk; 
(800) 838-3006, www.themarsh.org. $20-50. 
Call for times. Through Feb 13. Don Reed's 
one-man show continues its extended run. 
Lemony Snicket’s The Composer is Dead 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Roda Theatre, 
2015 Addison, Berk; (510) 647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. Call for dates and times. 
Through Jan 15. Berkeley Rep premieres the 
new musical, written by Lemony Snicket, with 
music by Nathaniel Stookey. 

Naughty and Nice: A Meg and Billy 
Christmas Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 
Addison, Berk; (510) 843-4822, www.auro- 
ratheatre.org. $23-25. Call for dates and 
times. Through Dec 30. Bay Area husband 
and wife cabaret duo Meg Mackay and Billy 
Philadelphia return with a holiday show. 

Of the Earth — The Salt Plays: Part 2 Ashby 


Stage, 1901 Ashby; (510) 841-6500, www. 
shotgunplayers.org. $17-30. Thurs-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 5pm. Through Jan 30. Shotgun Players 
present the second half of writer and director 
Jon Tracy’s Odyssey-inspired tale, with music 
by Brendan West. 

The World’s Funniest Bubble Show The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berk; (800) 
838-3006, www.themarsh.org. $8-50. Sun, 
11am (also Wed/22-Thurs/23 and Sun/26- 
Tues/28, 11am and 2pm; and Dec 29-30, 
11am). Through Dec 30. The Amazing Bubble 
Man’s show presents flying saucer bubbles 
and other wonders. 


PERFORMANCE/ 
DANCE 


American Pop Parable The Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St; 647-2888, www.makeoutroom. 
com. Mon/27, 8pm. $5. The Cat's Pajamas 
presents an evening of storytelling and 

song, with MamaCoAl, DeCoy Gallerina, Alan 
Kaufman, Jelal Hyler, Julie Indelicato, and 
Cameron Ochs Band. 

Flow (The Winged Crocodile)/Trains ODC 
Theater, 3153 17th; 863-9834, www. 
odcdance.org. Wed/22, 8pm. $18. The 
Relationship presents a piece with text 

by Leslie Scalapino and music by Jean 
Jeanrenaud. 

Forking II: A Merry Forking! Christmas Off- 
Market Theatres, 965 Mission; (800) 838- 
3006, www.pianofight.com. Call for dates and 
times (through Dec 30). PianoFight presents a 
holiday-themed choose-your-own-adventure 
play. 

Kung Pao Kosher Comedy New Asia 
Restaurant, 772 Pacific; 522-3737, www. 
koshercomedy.com. Thurs/23, 5 and 8:30pm; 
Fri/24-Sat/25, 6 and 9:30pm; Sun/26, 5 and 
8:30pm. $42-62. The 18th annual celebration 
of Jewish comedy in a Chinese restaurant. 
Texas Chainsaw Yuletide Eureka Theatre, 
215 Jackson; (800) 838-3006, www.brownpa- 
pertickets.com. Wed/22-Thurs/23, 9:30pm). 
$15. Combined Artform presents a one-man 
show by comedian Will Franken. 


BAY AREA 

The Coverlettes Cover Christmas 2020 
Addison, Berk; (510) 644-2020. Wed/22- 
Thurs/23, 8pm. $18.50-19.50. The fictitious 
girl group presents a Christmas cabaret 
concert. 

Striking 12 TheatreWorks at Lucie Stern 
Theatre, 1305 Middlefield, Palo Alto; (650) 
463-1960, www.theatreworks.org. Tues/28, 
7:30pm (through Dec 31). $56-75. Indie pop 
group GrooveLily ushers in the new year a 
rewired version of Hans Christian Andersen's 
The Little Match Girl. sac 


Si « CB 


12/22 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS WITH THE 
VANILLA GORILLA & 

YER FAVORITE CANADIEN BAKIN 
$5 PBR & SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG! 
12/25 JOIN US ON THE HOLIEST OF 
HOLY DAYS...DBO’S B-DAY 

WITH THE TRAIN-WRECK RIDERS 
AND THE DEAD WESTERNS! 

40PM FREE 


eeceer eee e eee eee see eee eee 


12/27 ICHI SUSHI 6-9 
MEATBALL MONDAYS 

W/ ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

11PM - CLOSE 

12/28 TEQUILA TERROR TUESDAYS 
FLICK STARTS G11PM FREE 

TEQUILA & TECATE ONLY $60 10PM THE 
TERROR STARTS ON THE BIG SCREEN... 
NOT FOR THE WEAK HEARTED! 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 


%* 415.824.1800 * 
TUE - FRI GPM - 11PM SAT 4PM - 10PM* 
7% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 


SsFBG 


ONLINE 


TENDERLIONS 
330 RITCH STREET 


MICHAEL ZAPRUDER 
WE IS SHORE 


DEDICATED 
Hemlock 


WED 12/22 


DAN HICKS AND THE 
HOT LICKS 
Yoshi's Oakland 


EASTER TEETH 
Stork Club Oakland 


AGALLOCH 
ALLERSEELEN 
DISPIRIT 
Great American 
Music Hall 


THE MURKINS 
THE ATTACK PLAN 
STATION & THE 
MONSTER 
Bottom of the Hill 


BLIND WILLIES 
FLASH GILMORE AND 
THE FUNBEATLES 
The Stud 


FRI 12/24 


GALLAGHER 
Yoshi's 


THU 12/23 


VIENNA TENG 


ALEX WONG & FRIENDS 
Great American 
Music Hall 


SAT 12/25 


HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 


WED 12/22 - CODA 


Go to sfbg.com for more concert listings! 
Please check with music venues for prices and availability 


GUARDIAN 


DEAD 


NOW PLAYING! 


Tickets $29+ Under 30? 
Many seats %4-price! 
Call 510 647-2949 
Click berkeleyrep.org 


= 
© Berkeley Rep 


CONCERTUPDATE 


SUN 12/26 TUE 12/28 


TOWER OF POWER Xx 
Yoshi's Slim's 


KIM NALLEY 
Rrazz Room 


WED 12/29 


THE TET HOLIDAY 
| TH MRCY HOT SPRINGS 
Uptown, Oakland 


ACTS OF SEDITION 
MAN AMOUNG WOLVES 
Sub-Mission Gallery 


THE YELLOW DRESS 
ALRIGHT CLASS 
Bottom of the Hill 


VICTIMS FAMILY 


SCHLONG 
Elbo Room 


PERSEPHONE'S BEES 
MARC & THE CASUALS 
Hemlock 


MY DADS 
ECHO LOCATION 
Mama Buzz Cafe 


| MON 12/27 
| ‘ALLSTAR WEEKEND 
| DVLAN FOX & THE WAVES 


Slim's 


CRACKER 
CAMPER VAN BEETHOVEN 
Independent 


| 
HOLLOW EARTH | 
VANISHING BREED =| 
Hemlock | 


SPIRITS IN THE BASEMENT 
FILTHY MUDBLOODS 
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FIGHTER 


sadn GRE RESTRICTED = | 


LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT, DRI IN’ 
SOME VIOLENCE AND SEXUALITY 


NOW PLAYING AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES | | SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT - NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT TICKETS ACCEPTED] 
“= 


WINNER&<BEST PICTURE 


2010 Venice-7 7 INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


“MAGICAL, PROFOUND, Moving 
Awnp Very Funny.” 


Scott Mantz, ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 


“Owe OF THE YEAR'S 
Best Pictures. 


A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


5 “Sk * > 4 *” 


eH Jan Freer, Empire 
d : 


Stephen Dorff Elle Fanning 


SOMEWHERE 


written and directed by Sofia Coppola, Academy Award® 
winner for LOST IN TRANSLATION 


ane  Www.somewherethemovie.com 


Exciusive ENGAGEMENT Now PLAYING 
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FILM LISTINGS 


Nicole Kidman stars as a 
grieving mother in John Cameron 
Mitchell’s Rabbit Hole, out 
Sat/25. | PHOTO BY JOJO WHILDEN 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers 
are Kimberly Chun, Michelle Devereaux, Peter 
Galvin, Max Goldberg, Dennis Harvey, Johnny 
Ray Huston, Louis Peitzman, Lynn Rapoport, Ben 
Richardson, and Matt Sussman. The film intern is 
Ryan Prendiville. For rep house showtimes, see 
Rep Clock. For first-run showtimes, see Movie 
Guide at www.sfbg.com. For complete film list- 
ings, see www.sfbg.com. 


OPENING 


Boxing Gym See “Fight Club.” (1:30) 

Roxie. 
Casino Jack An unfortunate curtain call for direc- 
tor George Hickenlooper, who died two months 
ago, this biopic about infamous Washington 
lobbyist Jack Abramoff — sprung from federal 
prison just in time for Xmas ‘10 — is no more 
successful than his prior stab at Edie Sedgwick, 
2006’s Factory Girl. He chooses to portray the 
real-life protagonist's wild ride through the Bush 
years — buying politicians (notably Tom DeLay, 
who's about to start his own prison term), screw- 
ing the “little guys” (like casino-owning Native 
tribes), furthering the conservative “values” 
agenda while pocketing a whole lotta $$$ — as 


a farcical Horatio Alger success story run amuck, 
not unlike recent The Informant! (2009) or Catch 
Me If You Can (2002). But neither script or han- 
dling are deft enough to pull that off, resulting in 
an irksomely broad cartoon of recent events that 
isn’t tough enough on the crimes and corruption 
at hand. Worse, the film — and in particular star 
Kevin Spacey (representing a rare occasion on 
which Hollywood's substitute is /ess handsome 
than the figure portrayed) — at times seem to 
actually admire Abramoff as a ballsy, spunky, big 
swingin’-dick example of all-American go-getter- 
ness. Sure he’s got flaws, but ya gotta love a guy 
with such brass cojones, right? Wrong. Spacey 
is very showy here, misjudging his target such 
that he comes off an egomaniacal jerk playing an 
egomaniacal jerk. The film’s stylistic gambits (like 
its perky 60s vocal-ensemble score) are likewise 
smug ‘n’ snarky in ways more grating than clever. 
The one standout in a too-hardworking cast is Jon 
Lovitz as the sleaziest of all Abramoff’s sleazy- 
operator cronies; he knows how to go way over 
the top while maintaining precise, hilarious con- 
trol. You're better off seeing Alex Gibney’s recent 
doc Casino Jack and the United States of Money, 
which far more skillfully weighs this subject with 
commingled awe, sarcasm, and revulsion. (1:48) 
Embarcadero. (Harvey) 
Gulliver’s Travels Jack Black stars in this updated 
take on the big-dude-in-little-people-land story. 
(4:25) 
Little Fockers Yep, another one. (1:50) Four Star, 
Marina, Shattuck. 
>») Rabbit Hole If Rabbit Hole doesn’t sound like 
the kind of movie you’d want to watch, | don’t 
blame you, Following the lives of a married couple 
dealing with the loss of their young son, the film 
sounds a lot like the kind of Lifetime movie you 
accidentally spend a hung over Sunday sniffling 
through. But Rabbit Hole is a smart, complex addi- 
tion to the genre, with exceptional performances 
from leads Nicole Kidman (Becca) and Aaron 
Eckhart (Howie), and a script by David Lindsay- 
Abaire, adapting his Pulitzer Prize-winning play. 
Director John Cameron Mitchell infuses Rabbit Hole 
with his trademark dark humor, creating a film that 
understands the serious toll grief takes but isn’t 


afraid to step back and laugh at life, too. Special 


attention must also be paid to the supporting cast, 


including Dianne Wiest as Becca’s mother, and 
newcomer Miles Teller as Jason. Explaining Jason's 
role would be giving away too much — it’s enough 
to say that his presence is part of what elevates 
Rabbit Hole from grief porn to one of this year’s 
best. (1:32) Embarcadero. (Peitzman) 
Somewhere See “In a Lonely Place.” (1:38) 
Summer Wars Teenage mega-nerd Kenji is a 
mathematical genius, already employed as an 
admin by Oz, a global virtual-reality program 
that’s kind of what Facebook will probably 
become in a few years — a place where everyone 
on the planet maintains an avatar, and carries 
on all of their necessary and unnecessary busi- 
ness, from city management to mortal combat. 
Basically, Oz won the internet. You might think 
Summer Wars, a rather charming animated tale 
from Japanese director Mamoru Hosoda, would 
make Oz the villain in this tale, but instead, it's a 
rogue Al program that brings the online world to 
its knees with increasingly dangerous mischief. 
Kenji’s role in this virtual-reality disaster is com- 
plicated by the fact that in the real world, he’s 
been cajoled into pretending to be his crush’s 
boyfriend during an extended-family reunion at 
her great-grandmother’s estate. Fortunately, the 
expected clichés that come with this subplot are 
forgivable, since most of Summer Wars is com- 
prised of enjoyable original ideas, with delightful 
animation to boot. (1:53) Opera Plaza. (Eddy) 
>| True Grit Jeff Bridges fans, resist the urge 

to see your Dude in computer-trippy 3D and 
make True Grit your holiday movie of choice. 


FILM LISTINGS 


Directors Ethan and Joel Coen revisit (with char- 
acteristic oddball touches) the 1968 Charles 
Portis novel that already spawned a now-classic 
1969 film, which earned John Wayne an Oscar for 
his turn as gruff U.S. Marshall Rooster Cogburn. 
(The all-star cast also included Dennis Hopper, 
Glen Campbell, Robert Duvall, and Strother 
Martin.) Into Wayne’s ten-gallon shoes steps 

an exceptionally crusty Bridges, whose banter 
with rival bounty hunter La Boeuf (a spot-on 
Matt Damon) and relationship with young Mattie 
Ross (poised newcomer Hailee Steinfeld) — who 
hires him to find the man who killed her father 

— likely won't win the recently Oscar'd actor 
another statuette, but that doesn’t mean True 
Grit isn’t thoroughly entertaining. Josh Brolin and 
a barely-recognizable Barry Pepper round out a 
cast that’s fully committed to honoring two time- 
less American genres: Western and Coen. (1:50) 
California, Presidio. (Eddy) 


ONGOING 


All Good Things (1:41) Lumiere. 
>| Animal Kingdom (2:02) 

Opera Plaza. 

Black Swan “Lose yourself,” ballet company 

head Thomas (Vincent Cassel) whispers to 
his leading lady, Nina (Natalie Portman), moments 
before she takes the stage. But Nina is already 
consumed with trying to find herself, and rarely 
has a journey of self-discovery been so unset- 
tling. Set in New York City’s catty, competitive 
ballet world, Black Swan samples from earlier 
dance films (notably 1948’s The Red Shoes, but 


also 1977’s Suspiria, with a smidgen of 1995's 
Showgirls), though director Darren Aronofsky 
is nothing if not his own visionary. Black Swan 
resembles his 2008 The Wrestler somewhat 
thematically, with its focus on the anguish of an 
athlete under ten tons of pressure, but it’s a sty- 
listic 180. Gone is the gritty, stripped-down aes- 
thetic used to depict a sad-sack strongman. Like 
Dario Argento’s 1977 horror fantasy, the gory, 
elegantly choreographed Black Swan is set ina 
hyper-constructed world, with stabbingly obvious 
color palettes (literally, white = good; black = evil) 
and dozens of mirrors emphasizing (over and over 
again) the film's doppelganger obsession. As Nina, 
Portman gives her most dynamic performance 
to date. In addition to the thespian fireworks 
required while playing a goin’-batshit character, 
she also nails the role’s considerable athletic 
demands. (1:50) California, Empire, Piedmont, 
Presidio, Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy) 
Burlesque (1:48) Empire, 1000 Van Ness, SF 
Center, Shattuck, 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader (1:52) 1000 Van Ness, SF Center. 
>| Fair Game (1:46) Opera Plaza, Piedmont, 
Shattuck. 
The Fighter Once enough of a contenda to 
have fought Sugar Ray Leonard — and won, 
though there are lingering questions about that 
verdict’s justice — Dicky (Christian Bale) is now 
a washed-up, crack-addicted mess whose hopes 
for a comeback seem just another expression 
of empty braggadocio. Ergo it has fallen to the 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 38 >» 
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“Deliciously oy, Alongside ‘Gremlins’ and 
‘The Before Christmas’, this is an 


anti-holiday cult classic in the making.” 


-Village Voice 


“Perfectly realized and tonally twisted.” 
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“SPACEY'S BRAVURA PERFORMANCE 
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DAVID DENBY, THE NEW YORKER 
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IRENE RUBAUM-KELLER, THE HUFFINGTON POST 


‘UPROARIOUS! 


RIVETING! 
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“STUNNING! 
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= GOLDEN GLOBE’ AWARD 


i Best Actress: - NICOLE KIDMAN 


“An unbroken series of poignant, | 
privileged moments. 
This is how movies can bring a great, 


grave theme to indelible dramatic life.” 
Richard Corliss, Time 


“Nicole Kidman i is just astonishing 
| subtle, fierce, ‘brutally funny, 
tender whe n you least expect it.” 


r Travers, | Rolling S one 


| 
Gicols aaron. dianne 
kidman eckhart wiest 


rabbit hole 


The only way out is through. 
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To advertise in our film section call 415-487-4600. 
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IT's BIG, 3 1D FUN! Ei 
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Francine Brokaw, Los Angeles Family Magazine 
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ONGOING 
CONT)» 


younger brother he’s supposedly “training,” 
Micky (Mark Wahlberg), to endure the “mana- 
gerial” expertise of their smothering-bullying 
ma (Melissa Leo) and float their large girl gang 
family of trigger-tempered sisters. That’s made 
even worse by the fact that they’ve gotten 
him nothing but chump fights in which he’s 
matched someone above his weight and skill 
class in order to boost the other boxer’s rank- 
ing. When Micky meets Charlene (Amy Adams), 
an ambitious type despite her current job as a 
bartender, this hardboiled new girlfriend insists 
the only way he can really get ahead is by ditch- 
ing bad influences — meaning mom and Dicky, 
who take this shutout as a declaration of war. 
The fact-based script and David O. Russell’s 
direction do a good job lending grit and humor 
to what’s essentially a 1930s Warner Brothers 
melodrama — the kind that might have had Pat 
O’Brien as the “good” brother and James Cagney 
as the ne’er-do-well one who redeems himself 
by fadeout. Even if things do get increasingly 
formulaic (less 1980's Raging Bull and more 
1976's Rocky), the memorable performances 
by Bale (going skeletal once again), Wahlberg 
(a limited actor ideally cast) and Leo (excellent 
as usual in an atypically brassy role) make this 
more than worthwhile. As for Adams, she’s just 
fine — but by now it’s hard to forget the too 
many cutesy parts she’s been typecast in since 
2005’s Junebug. (1:54) 1000 Van Ness, SF Center, 
Sundance Kabuki. (Harvey) 

The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest (2:28) 

Lumiere, Shattuck. 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows — Part 1 
(2:26) Empire, 1000 Van Ness. 
How Do You Know With a title like How Do You 
Know, it’s amazing James L. Brooks’ latest rom- 
com isn’t a total disaster, Don't get me wrong, it’s 
bad — but there are one or two redeeming scenes 
that might justify a late-night cable viewing. 


JAPAN ACADEMY 
PRIZE 2010 
BEST ANIMATED FILM 
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\ 
[PG]. EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24" 


LANDMARK THEATRES 
OPERA PLAZA CINEMA 
601 VAN NESS AVE (415) 267-4893 SAN FRANCISCO 


Reese Witherspoon stars as Lisa, a professional 
softball player who gets cut from the Olympic 
team and has to figure out how to live life not as 
an athlete, but as a woman. If that sounds offen- 
sive, good: the most perplexing thing about How 
Do You Know is the way it reduces an otherwise 
strong female lead to traditional rom-com angst 
— will she choose cocky baseball star Matty 
(Owen Wilson) or the doting, hapless George (Paul 
Rudd)? Even when Lisa admits that she doesn’t 
think about settling down with a guy or having a 
baby, the film shoves her in that direction. Adding 
insult to injury, Jack Nicholson plays George’s dad 
Charles, padding out a corporate corruption side 
plot that stretches the movie to a plodding two 
hours, (1:53) 1000 Van Ness, Presidio, Sundance 
Kabuki. (Peitzman) 
>| | Love You Phillip Morris (1:38) Shattuck. 

Inside Job (2:00) Clay, Shattuck. 
The King’s Speech (1:58) Albany, Embarcadero, 
Piedmont, Sundance Kabuki. 
Love and Other Drugs (1:53) SF Center. 

Made in Dagenham (1:53) Opera Plaza, 

Shattuck. 


| Megamind (1:36) 
1000 Van Ness. 
127 Hours (1:30) Bridge, Shattuck. 
Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale (1:42) 
Embarcadero, Shattuck. 
The Social Network (2:00) 1000 Van Ness, 
Shattuck. 
Tangled (1:32) 1000 Van Ness, Presidio, SF Center. 
The Tempest (1:50) SF Center. 
>| Tiny Furniture (1:38) Lumiere, 
Shattuck. 
The Tourist (1:44) Four Star, 1000 Van Ness, 
Presidio, Shattuck, Sundance Kabuki. 
Tron: Legacy A rare sequel among remakes, 
Tron: Legacy remains true to the 1982 nerd 
cult classic: it’s essentially a silly movie about 
being transported into a computer world where 
everyone dresses in rave couture. Jeff Bridges 
returns, now in opposing roles. On one side he’s 
computer genius Kevin Flynn, bearded zen mas- 
ter, and across the uncanny valley he’s CLU, an 
ageless software lord. Flynn’s been stuck in the 
Matri...er...Grid for decades, as CLU followed his 
Programming to its logical conclusion: genocide. 
This is a bit too heavy of a theme for a film where 


THE #1 MOWIE IN AMERICA! 
SPECTACULAR: 


=) ! 


PARENTALGUIDANCE SUGGESTED <=> H 
[SOME waren. fYWOT SE SUIMABLEFORCHLOREN | 


SEQUENCES OF'SCI-FI ACTION VIOLENCE 
th AND BRIEF MILD LANGUAGE _ 


DISNEY|GOM/TRON 


HE 3-D MOVIE EVENT 


OF THE YEAR: 


\ TOTAL FILM 


ili a 
IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D, 
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IMAN® 9D IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF MAX CoRPORATION. ©DISNEY 


IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D" rea 6) 3p, IMAX 3D 


Tickets Available Now 
at Disney.com/Tron 


AND AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


SORRY, NO PASSES 


Check Local Listings or Text TRON with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) ,,,, Disneyland, 
PRESENTED IN DOLBY SURROUND 7.1 IN SELECT THEATRES + PRESENTED IN 7.1 DIGITAL SURROUND IN SELECT THEATRES 
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almost every character gets blown to bytes upon 
introduction (cough, Michael Sheen, cough) but 
the light cycles and death pong are really cool 

in 3D. The plot, when it’s not setting up Disney’s 
inevitable sequels (hello, pointless Cillian Murphy) 
is Star Wars (1977), except Obi-wan Lebowski 

is the father. The son is Sam (Garrett Hedlund), 
whose good looks, penchant for extreme sports, 


and vacuous personality are the perfect avatar 
for our geek fantasy, where women strip us bare 
and are sexy guard dogs (Olivia Wilde.) While 
not passing the Bechdel Test, the film may be 
worth admission to hear the Dude's Jedi utter 
“It's biodigital jazz, man!” Look out for a special 
cameo by Daft Punk, playing hits from its score, 
which sounds like Kraftwerk mixing Vangelis and 


THE WIZARD OF OZ 
Thursday Dec. 30, 8PM (Doors open 7pm) 


Introduce your kids to Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Cowardly Lion, the 
Tin Man, AND the Wicked Witch of the West. Shown on the big screen! 


Paramount Movie Classics include live Wurlitzer organ serenade, 
Dec-O-Win raffle, newsreel, cartoon, previews. 


Admission ONLY $5 «ticketmaster.com or 800-745-3000 (Qedmmumbeasemebe 
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Danny Elfman (available in stores now.) They’ll 
be the ones wearing helmets. No, the other ones. 
(2:05) Castro, Marina, 1000 Van Ness, Sundance 
Kabuki. (Prendiville) 
>») White Material (1:42) 

Opera Plaza. 
Yogi Bear (1:19) 1000 Van Ness. sFBG 
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To enter for a 
chance to win 
run of engagement 


passes for 
THE 


FIGHTER 


send your name 
and mailing 
address to 


TheFighterNorcal 
@gmail.com 


Deadline for entries is 
Wednesday, December 22, 2010. 
No purchase necessary to 
enter contest. One entry per 
person/household, Late and 
duplicate entries will be disqualified. 
Passes, each good for two people, 
are in limited supply and available 
while supplies last. Winners 
picked by random drawing of 
all valid entries received by 
deadline and notified by mail. 


Run-of-engagement passes received through 
this promotion do not guarantee admission to 
the theatre. Seating is on a first come, first 
Served basis. Theatre is open to paying 
Customers. All federal, state and local 
Tegulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes 
any and all risks related to use of ticket and 
accepts any restrictions required by ticket 
provider. Paramount Pictures & San Francisco 
Bay Guardian, Terry Hines & Associates and 
their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability 
in connection with any loss or accident incurred 
in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot 
be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash 
in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for 
any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket 
in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost: 
delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and 
local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. 
Void where prohibited by law. 


TheFighterMovie.com 
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Schedules are for Wed/22—Tues/28 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when available 
Double and triple features are marked with a «. All 
times are p.m. unless otherwise specified. 


BRIDGE 3010 Geary, SF; www.landmarktheatres. 
com. Free ($4 suggested donation). “Bebop 
Nights: The Best of Bebop,” Sat, midnight. 


CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www 
castrotheatre.com. $7.50-12. Tron: Legacy 
(Kosinski, 2010), Wed-Thurs, 1, 4, 7, 9:45. “San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus 21st Annual Home 
for the Holidays Concert,” Fri, 5, 7, 9. Tickets 
($20) at (415) 865-2787 or www.sfgmc.org. 
CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 
1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, 
www.cafilm.org. $6.50-10.25. “San Francisco 
Grand Opera Cinema Series:” Tosca, Thurs, 7. 
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 
$5.50-9.50. Closed until Jan. 13. 

RED VIC 1727 Haight, SF; (415) 668-3994. $6- 
10. The Nightmare Before Christmas (Selick, 
1993), Wed, 2, 7:15, 9:15. Sita Sings the Blues 
(Paley, 2008), Thurs and Sun, 7:15, 9:15 (also 
Sun, 2, 4). Red Vic fundraiser. The Dark Crystal 
(Henson and Oz, 1982), Mon-Tues, 7:15, 9:20. 
ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 863- 
1087, www.roxie.com. $5-9.75. Boxing Gym 
(Wiseman, 2010), Wed-Thurs and Sat-Tues, 
call for times. sFBc 


first run venues 


The following is contact information for Bay 
Area first-run theaters. Please go to sfbg:com 
for a complete list of showtimes. 


Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, www. 
balboamovies.com. 


Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893. 


Century Plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200. 


Century 20 Junipero Serra/John Daly, Daly 
City. (650) 994-7469. 


Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema 1 Embarcadero 
Center, promenade level. 267-4893. 


Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 
Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 
Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 929-4650. 
Lumiere California/Polk. 267-4893. 


Marina Theatre 2149 Chestnut. www.intsf. 
com/marina_theatre 


Metreon Fourth St/Mission. 1-800- 
FANDANGO. 


Metro Union/Webster. 931-1685. 


1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 1-800-231- 
3307. 


Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 267- 
4893. 


Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 


SF Centre Mission between Fourth and Fifth 
sts. 538-8422. 


Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182. 
Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 


OAKLAND 


Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. (510) 452- 
3556. 


Jack London Stadium 100 Washington, Jack 
London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 


Piedmont Piedmont/41st St, Oakl. (510) 464- 
5980. 

BERKELEY AREA 

Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980. 
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, 
Emeryville. (510) 457-4262. 

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980. 

Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. (510) 
972-9102. 

Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. (510) 
420-0107. 

Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College Ave. at 
Ashby, Berk. (510) 433-9730. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980. 


UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 843- 
1487. sFec 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 
TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


marketplace 


TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 


(415) 255-7600 | sfbg.com/classifieds | classifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 


Office hours are 


> automotive 


DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE 
$1000 


Grocery Coupons, Your Choice. Noah's 
Arc, No Kill Animal Shelters. Advanced 
Veterinary Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-GIVE. 

(Cal-SCAN) 


DONATE YOUR CAR: 
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save A Child's 
Life Through Research & Support! Free 
Vacation Package. Fast, Easy & Tax Deduct- 
ible. Call 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN) 


> certified 
massage therapy 


*20 years experienced CMT* 
Swedish/Deep Tissue 60/90$ 
415-240-9941 


> counseling/ 


therapy 


Holistic Psychotherapy 
Affordable, professional, compassionate 
and effective psychotherapy for personal, 
relational and professional challenges. 
Body/Mind/Spirit working from blocks and 
traumas to rewarding engagement with life. 
All Welcome. Non-profit, multiple locations, 
sliding scale fees. PH: 415-868-5741 
www.gratefulhearttherapy.org 


» products 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT. 


FDA Medical Vacuum Pumps. Gain 1-3 
inches permanently. Testosterone, Viagra, 
Cialis. FREE PILLS! 619-294-7777 

code ALT www.drjoelkaplan.com (discounts 
available) (AAN CAN) 


> business services 


DISPLAY ADVERTISING 

in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers statewide for 
$1,550! Reach over 3 million Californians! 

FREE email brochure. Call (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN) 


> financial services 


CASH NOW! 

Get cash for your structured settlement or 
annuity payments. High payouts. Call J.G. 
Wentworth. (866) 447-0925. Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN) 


» misc. marketplace 


GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 
Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 110 
weekly newspapers like this one. Call. Jason 
at 202-289-8484. This is not a job offer. 
(AAN CAN) 


WANTED DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. 


Cash Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Considered. Help others, 
donit throw boxes away. For more informa- 
tion, Call 888-491-1168. (Cal-SCAN) 


> education 


Go to aviation maintenance college for 
FREE! Tuition paid for the BEST. H.S. Grad 
w/good grades and proven work history. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866) 859-6378. (Cal-SCAN) 


ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 


from Home. *Medical, *Business, *Para- 
legal, *Criminal Justice. Job placement 
assistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-210-5162 www.Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN) 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN) 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE Brochure. 
Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 
http://www.continentalacademy.com (AAN 
CAN) 


> career services 


Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, Film, 
Fashion. One week class. Stable job in weak 
economy. Details at 
http://www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 
310-364-0665 (AAN CAN) 


> general 
employment 


ASAP! NEW PAY INCREASES! 
37-43 cpm. Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A 
& 3 months recent OTR, 1-877-258-8782. 
www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN) _ 


COMPANY DRIVERS (SOLOS & 
HAZMAT TEAMS) 


* GREAT PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-A Re- 
quired. We also have dedicated & regional 
positions available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CaLSCAN) 


DRIVER - SINGLE SOURCE 
DISPATCH. 


LOTS OF FREIGHT. Daily or Weekly Pay. 
Flexible schedule. Newer Equipment. Van 
and Refrigerated. CDL-A, 6 months recent 
experience. 1-800-414-9569. www.DrivekK- 
night.com (Cal-SCAN) 


DRIVERS - COMPANY 
SPONSORED 


Class A training & a Job! No credit checks. 
1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN) 


Paid In Advance! 

Make $1000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 
Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.net 
(AAN CAN) 


FINANCIAL AID OFFICER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE 
OF COSMETOLOGY 


We are looking for a responsible individual 
to counsel students and their families 
through the financial aid process. You will 
be responsible for awarding, packaging, 
verifying information, processing refunds 
and making sure all issues are resolved in a 
timely and accurate manner. The minimum 
qualifications needed include: Associates 
Degree, 3 years experience in financial aid, 
knowledge of FFELP loans and Title lV regu- 
lations, basic computer skills and knowl- 
edge of PowerFaids is preferred. Strong 
interpersonal skills, and demonstrated 
concern for all students is required. 

Please send all inquiries to 
info@internationalcollege.cosmetology.com 


CLINICAL ANALYST 

Provide implementation, support & mainte- 
nance of the CIS system for univer. hospital. 
Assist users w/sys. capabilities & meet 
goals of patient care, costs & operation 
goals. Work w/ med. staff on data analyses 
and evals. Design, implement & support 
CIS for medical center. Gather application 
reqmts, create test & training plans, sup- 
port group activities. Must have Bach deg. 
in medical eng., comp. sci or related field & 
5 yrs in system support w/1 yr in hospital 
setting. Job & Interview - San Francisco, CA. 
Send resume: Human Resources (Jeff Chiu 
- Job CSA 1210) UCSF Medical Center 3360 
Geary Blvd, Ste 301, San Fran., CA 94118 


REGIONAL CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED! 


Gordon Trucking, Inc. Sign on bonus in 
some areas! Current Openings on our NCA 
Fleet. Home weekly available! Consistent 
Miles & Time off! Full Benefits, 401k. We 
have lots of Freight! www.TeamGTl.com 
1.888-832-6484 EOE. (Cal-SCAN) 


> business _ : 
opportunities 


ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE! 
Be Your Own Boss! 25 Machines + Candy All 
for $9995. Vend3 877-915-8222. All major 
credit cards accepted. (Cal-SCAN) 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS 

Start Today! Own a Red Hot - Dollar, Dollar 
Plus, Mailbox or Discount Party Store from 
$51,900 worldwide! 100% Turnkey. 
1.800-518-3064. www.DRSS4.com (Cal-SCAN) 


SSSHELP WANTEDSSS 

Extra income! Assembling CD cases from 

Home! No Experience necessary! Call our 
Live Operators NOW! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 
(AAN CAN) 


» adoption 


PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? 


Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families na- 
tionwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293 (Void in Illinois) (AAN CAN) 


> announcements 


ADVERTISE YOUR HOME 


Property or Business for sale in 240 
California newspapers. Reach over 6 million 
readers for only $550. Call this newspaper 
or visit www.CAL-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN) 


ADVERTISE YOUR JOB 

Opening in 240 California newspapers. 
Reach over 6 million readers for only.$550! 
Call this newspaper or visit 
www.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN) 


DATING SERVICE 
Long-Term/Short-Term Relationships, FREE- 
2-TRY! 1-877-722-0087 Exchange/Browse 
Personal Messages 1-866-362-1311 Live adult 
casual conversations 1-877-599-8753 Meet 

on chatines. Local Singles 1-888-869-0491 
(18+) Newl! Talk Livel! 1-866-362-1314 (AAN 
CAN) 


ABLE TO TRAVEL 

Hiring 8 people. No experience necessary. 
Transportation & lodging furnished. Paid 
training. Work and travel entire USA. Start 
today. www.ProtekChemical.com Call 
1-208-590-0365. (Cal-SCAN) 


New! Free to Try! 4 Services! 
1-877-660-3887 Instant Live Connections! 
1-866-817-3308 Hundreds of Local Women! 
You Choose! 1-877-747-8644 Connect With 
Live (18+) Local Ladies! 1-866-530-0180 
(AAN CAN) 


> legal notices 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331214-00 The following 
person is doing business as Integrity 
Marketing, 662 Huron Ave San Francisco, 
CA 94112, This business is conducted 

by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 11/2/10. 
Signed Richard G. Habib. This statement 
was filed by Maribel Jaldon on November 2, 
2010. #113244. December 1, 8, 15 and 
22, 2010 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331485-00 The following 
person is doing business as 1. Planet Care 
/ Global Health Access Program, 2. 
Foundation for the People of Burma, 225 
Bush St #590 San Francisco, CA 94104. 
This business is conducted by a corpora- 
tion. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date N/A. Signed Hal Nathan. 
This statement was filed by Magdalena 
Zevallos on November 16, 2010. #113245. 
December 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2010 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331540-00 The following 
person is doing business as NutraWorks, 
564 Market St # 200 San Francisco, CA 
94104. This business is conducted by a cor- 
poration. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 11/17/10. Signed Jason 
Miller D.C.. This statement was filed by 
Magdalena Zevallos on November 17, 2010. 
#113250. December 15, 22, 29, 2010 
and January 5, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331594-00 The following 
person is doing business as JG Painting & 
Leasing, 208 Woolsey St San Francisco, CA 
94134. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 11/9/10. Signed Jan 
Gay. This statement was filed by Maribel 
Jaldon on November 19, 2010. #113243. 
December 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2010 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331620-00 The following 
person is doing business as Miss Jenny 
Design, 4280 22nd St San Francisco, 

CA 94114. This business is conducted 

by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 2/1/10. Signed 
Jennifer Martinez. This statement was filed 
by Jennifer Wong on November 22, 2010. 
#113247. December 8, 15, 22 and 29, 
2010 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331785-00 The following 
person is doing business as Box Cubed, 
532 B Simonds Loop San Francisco, CA 
94129. This business is conducted by 

an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date N/A. Signed 
Mitchell Vaughn. This statement was filed 
by Karen J. Hong Yee on December 2, 2010. 
#113253. December 22, 29, 2010, Janu- 
ary 5 and 12, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0331789-00 The following 
person is doing business as Hmngbrd, 
1108 Howard St 3rd Floor San Francisco, 
CA 94103. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 12/2/10. Signed Kiley 
Hertel. This statement was filed by Susanna 
Chin on December 2, 2010. #113248. 
December 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2010 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO, A-0331943-00 The following 
person is doing business as Green and 
Shine Cleaning, 930 Pine St #106 San 
Francisco, CA 94108. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant com- 
menced business under the above-listed fic- 
titious business name on the date 12/8/10. 
Signed Darlene Chan. This statement was 
filed by Susanna Chin on December 8, 
2010. #113252. December 15, 22, 29, 
2010 and January 5, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332043-00 The 
following person is doing business as 
Kennedy Investment Group, 84 Miraloma 
Dr San Francisco, CA 94127. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
12/13/10. Signed Zhang Lucy W. This 
statement was filed by Maribel Jaldon on 
December 13, 2010. #113251. December 
15, 22, 29, 2010 and January 5, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332061-00 The following 
person is doing business as Indochine 
508, 508 Valencia St San Francisco, CA 
94103. This business is conducted by a cor- 
poration. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date N/A. Signed Tse W Ho. 
This statement was filed by Mariedyne L. 
Argente on December 14, 2010. #113256. 
December 22, 29, 2010, January 5 and 
12, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332071-00 The following 
person is doing business as SwitchPoint 
Planning, 2101 Folsom St San Francisco, 
CA 94110. This business is conducted 

by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 12/15/10. 
Signed Jumana Nabti. This statement was 
filed by Maribel Jaldon on December 15, 
2010. #113254. December 22, 29, 2010, 
January 5 and 12, 2011 


NOTICE The Annual Report of the Burk 
Chung Foundation, 837 Washington Street, 
San-Francisco, California 94108 is available 
at the Foundation's office for nspection 
during regular business hours. Copies of the 
Annual Report have been furnished to the 
Attorney General of the State of California. 
Burk Chung, Trustee. Fiscal year ending 
November 30, 2010. #113249. December 
8, 15, 22 and 29, 2010 


ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547315. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Mok 
Yang Jung for change of name. TO ALL IN- 
TERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Mok Yang 
Jung filed a petition with this court fora 
decree changing names as follows: Present 
Name: Mok Yang Jung Proposed Name: Ja- 
cob Mok Yang Jung . THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should 

not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
Jan 18, 2011 Time: 9:00 AM room - 218. 
Signed by James J McBride, Presiding Judge 
on November 18, 2010, Endorsed Filed 
San Francisco County Superior Court on 
November 18, 2010 by D. Steppe, Deputy 
Clerk. Publication dates: December 1, 8, 
15 and 22, 2010. L#113246 


ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547353. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Jonathan 
Ross Jaochico for change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Jonathan 
Jaochico filed a petition with this court 

for a decree changing names as follows; 
Present Name: Jonathan Ross Jaochico 
Proposed Name: Jonathan Ross Jaochico 
Arana. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter Shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below “© 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
NOTICE OF HEARING Date: Feb 10, 2011. 
Time: 9:00 AM room - 218. Signed by James 
J McBride, Presiding Judge on December 8, 
2010. Endorsed Filed San Francisco County 
Superior Court on December 8, 2010 by 
Param Natt, Deputy Clerk. Publication 
dates: December 22, 29 2010, January 5 
and 12, 2011. #113255 


> rental services 


ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate with 
a click of the-mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 


» rehearsal space 


Rocker Rehearsal 

60 New Studios! 24 Hour Lockout. Safe. 
Affordable. Onsite security. Two SF Loca- 
tions. (415) 518-3357 — 


“One of the reasons | find so much current 
popular music so discouraging is because 
so much of it seems to be overwhelmed by 
studio technology, and that’s a real shame. 
It makes for really soulless, uninteresting 
music. | want to hear the flaws and missed 
beats and surge of the tempo. That’s 
life—our hearts don't beat the same all 
along; they speed up and slow down, too.” 
-lan Mackaye 


> travel services 


* LATIN*7AMERICA* 


We are...Numero Uno to Latin America! 
Now celebrating our 13th anniversary 


STUDENT FARES AVAILABLE! 


BUENOS AIRES...540 
CARACAS ............ 709 
LIMA .........2022222-. 372 
SANTIAGO ..........686 
BELIZE ®...---se---250 
COSTA RICA .......242 


Current Roundtrip fares 
subject to change. Tax 
and fuel charge is extra, 

ions app 


415-703-9955 


348 HAYES ST, S.F. 


Highest International Standards 


TOKYO 
LONDON 
HONG KONG 
SHANGHAI 
BANGKOK 
SINGAPORE 


BUSINESS CLASS TO 
TOKYO 


Travel Smart with H.I.S. 


“All prices are subject to change without notice and do not include tax and fuel surcharge. 
Please ask our agents for other restrictions. 


1-800-573-6447 


CSIL#2017288-40 


870 Market St., Ste. 746, SF 94102 


GUATEMALA .......255 
HONDURAS ........252 
MANAGUA ..........250 
PANAMA .. -.230 
GUADALAJARA ...270 
MEXICO CITY .....370 


AMERICAS TRAVEL 


Numens Wine ta Latin America! 


www.americastravel.net 


CST-2064111-40 


from $508.00 
from $400.00 
from $705.00 
from $701.00 
from $626.00 
from $680.00 


from $3500.00 
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sensual massage 


> sensual Mets 


AAA ‘Massace*** 


Young, pretty therapist. 

Advanced, Relaxation and stress relief. 
Accupressure, Deep tissue, and 

Swedish. $40hr, incall , SF Grant Ave. Call 
for appointment: 


*82-415-265-8961 
EXPERT IN THE ART OF TOUCH! 


Let me massage away your stress 

and negative energy through the art of 
wuch via Swedish and deep tissue-style 
massage. | will bring you to heights of 
pleasure with my (light fingertip) style 
massage. Photo by request. Call Shelly at 
415-806-0382 


GFE Sweetheart 


Marin incall/SF Hotel outcall (415) 
331-6775 


Indulge Yourself 
With the best massage in the East Bay! 
Swedish, deep tissue and acupressure. 
Irina (510) 209-5422 


. 
Optimal Sexual Joy 
Non-judgmental offerings of sensual 
touch and emotional guidance so you can 
express your sexuality with joy and pride. 
Carmen, Sexologist Ph.D. (415)613-2964 
www.Sacredcarmen.com 


Come for the best 

in relaxation ; 

931 Kearny 3 
W5-399-9902 + 
All credit cards 

accepted 


Re 


Pretty Asian 
Masseuses 
Non-rush 
Massage Session 


$45 HR 
Open 7 GTS a Hie 


(415) 576.1888 

Downtown Financial District 

260 Kearny Street 2nd Floor 
(Cross street : Bush) 

www.lovings.com/ocean-health-care 


NEW MANAGEMENT 


DOUBLE 
DRAGON 
MASSAGE 


Mention 


SFBayGuardian 
for special discount 


145 Waverly Place -SE CA 
In Chinatown 


(Between Clay & Washington) 
2hr Free Parking (on Kearny) 


415-781-7777 


Deep Tissue, 
Acupressure & 
Massage Therapy 


with this ad! 


5-239-8928 
1959 Ocean Ave. - SF 


OPEN: 


10 AM-10 PM \ 2 


¢ Massage-Deep Tissue 
¢ Reduce Stress 
* Relaxation Steam 


'* Clean & New Environment 


Devic spa 


Theraputic Magic Touch 


Perr rrr Tree) 


($30 Value) w/1 Hr Massage 
Mention SF Bay Guardian 


1429)Polk Streetie'S rica 94109 * 
10am-10pm ° 4155 205-9080 4 


Body Shampoo w/ pretty asian girls 
> 


1 », 
Yh ; 
415.332.2025 


ZENG’S 
MASSAGE CHECAPY 


805 D ST. SAN RAFAEL CA. 


415.453.2245 FREE PARKING IN BACK 


GRAND OPENING NOV 2ND 


Ys 


2 
7 i 
7 & u ea 
wa FE 710 POST ST. (at JONES) i 
4565 Mission St.SF94112 [list ilefel By ive) ggeosile} : 
415-858-2222 415-929-6822 


Golden Gate 


Massage 
AS a 


* 
% Jacuzzi 
**Body Wash 


441 STOCKTON ST. @ SUTTER 
UNION SQ. SF CA. * 415-397-4181 
PARKING GARAGE 


1912 Lombard St. 
415) 441-5884 


Celandine Day Spa 
Deep Tissue 

& Swedish 

Massage 


60/hr 


404 8th Ave. 
(btw. Geary & Anza) 
San Francisco 
CA94118 


415-666-0800 


10am-10em Mon-Sun 


oe, 


Saat tee SEB 
4113 2nd St. San Rafael 


415-457-7666 
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rere RRA ERER ER ERE EERE 


escorts 


Outcall only 


Upscale, generous 
gentleman ONL 
Discreet incall love 
outcall avail 

24/7 reasonabl 


Tiana 3624-26-36 
510-735-5966 


on 
<9 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


GUARDIAN 


THE EXOTIC & EROTIC 


FRVPPCSCSCVSISVSVVGS 


GREAT SERVICE 


(RRR REREREREREESE S| 


410-487-2002 
Pebekah @o sfhg.com 


> fetish & fantasy 


Big Bold and Beautiful 
Domination 
All Kinds of Kink, 39, Blonde, Incalls, 


Outcalls, 
650-307-3337 


Domination And Surrender 
..-are powerfully erotic. BackDrop Club, 
For over 35 years. Instruction, events, 
private play sessions, more. (650) 965- 
4499 www.backdrop.net. 


» help wanted 


$*$*$*$! 

The Lusty Lady Theater is now hiring! Re- 
sponsible, motivated, seXXXy ladies.18+. 
Safe, fun environment. Hourly wage. No 
customer contact.No stage fees. 
Lustymadams@gmail.com 
(415)391-3320 www.LustyLadySF.com 


Shiny Boots of Leather 
Mistresses/ Female subs needed on 
the Peninsula. Good money, NO SEX, will 
train. (650) 465-0700. 


> transsexual 


WRBIV-DIT 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


GUARDIAN 


i Free Party Line! 
: Talk to sweet ebony girls or sexy latinas live 
: 1on-L Never any charges! 

: 1-712-338-7792 


: Good Girls & 
: Naughty Chat*** 


i Try FREE W/ code 3804 
4 Call 415-402-1001 

} or 800-700-6666 

} RedHotDateline.com 


: »man to man 


: Bi - Black & Masculine 
? First Timers Welcome. Very discreet, 
: friendly, clean and well- 


} endowed! In/Out calls. 
: Cedric, (510) 776-5945 


Fireside 
Massage 


: Unique, unhurried Swedish massage for 
; men, 12 yrs. exp. 4-hand massage avail. 
California & Divisadero SF California 

} Johnny (415) 505-3060. 


: MUSCLE MASSAGE 5'10, 190, hairy, 
; muscular give complete erotic massage. 
i Incall/Outeall, Nick (415) 934-9325 


: > general adul 


? Do you really want to have Sex with a 

? Woman whois been with 1000s of Men? 
: Join AshleyMadison.com and meet real 
5 Women in your city who are trapped in 

: Sexless Marriages. Weire 100% Secure, 
z Anonymous & Guaranteed! (AAN CAN) 


: Do you really want to have Sex with a 

? Woman whois been with 1000s of other 

: Guys? At AshleyMadison.com youill meet 

: Women in your city who are trapped in Sex- 
: less Marriages. Featured on: Dr. Phil, Ellen, 
? Tyra & The View. FREE Trial. (AAN CAN) 


3} Every 60 seconds another woman joins 
 AshleyMadison.com looking to have a Dis- 
: creet Affair. With over 7 million members, 

: we Guarantee youill have an Affair or your 
} money back! Try it FREE today. As seen on: 
? CNN, FOXNews & TIME. (AAN CAN) 

? With over 2.3 million Women, AshleyMadi- 
: son.com is the #1 Discreet Dating service 
3} for Married Women looking to have a 

: Discreet Affair. Sign-up for FREE at Ashley- 
? Madison.com. Featured on: Howard Stern, 
: Sports Illustrated & MAXIM. (AAN CAN) 


>adult phone 


dating 


} Free To Try! Hot Talk 1-866-601-7781 

: Naughty Local Girls! Try For Free! 1-877-433- 
i 0927 Try For Free! 100is Of Local Women! 

} 1-866-517-6011 Live Sexy Talk 1-877-602- 
7970 18+ (AAN CAN) 

: MEN SEEKING MEN 1-877-409-8884 Gay 

: hot phone chat, 24/7! Talk to or meet sexy 
guys in your area anytime you need it. Fulfill 
i your wildest fantasies. Private & confiden- 

i tlal. Guys always available. 1-877-409-8884 
i Free to try. 18+ (AAN CAN) 


>adult phone 


(sex) 


HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 


si 


oy x 
3) 


Love. | 
Lust & 


SINGLES: es 


WWW.SFEGCONNECTIONS.COM 


TRY IT 


EE 


CODE 2908 


aanas 4 


gay adult/adult 


FREE 


ua 415.402.1009 


Find your local number: 1.800.777.8000 VIN 


18+ www.interactivemale.com Mos 


Meet hot latin singles! 


415.430.1126 


Other cities call: 1.800.831.1111 / Ahora en Espanol 


fonochat 


talk 


TRY FOR FREE 


Now part of the 
Livelinks®network! 


with sexy 
local singles 


More Local #s: 1.800.210.1010 
18+ wwwilivelinks.con Ahora en Espafiol 
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GUARDIAN 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


Wiedical Marijuana Evaluations. 


Professional, Affordable and Compassionate 
Physicians. Bay Area Housecalls Available 
215rx.com 
holisticinstituteofgreaterhealth.com 


415 637 7487 
BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 


CALL DEAN L. WOERNER 415-550-8799 
WWW.SANFRANBK.COM 


HAIR MODELS NEEDED! — 


Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. _ 


OppicE LYNN | GRISANTI Pc. 


Famity Law, 

EstTaTeE PLANNING, 

& LANDLORD-IENANT 
SERVICES 


COMPLIMEN TARY 30-! 
INEEFAL CONSUETATION 


22 Battery STREET, SUITE 1000 
SAN Francisco, CA 94111 
OFFICE: 415.296.9600 

Fax: 415.296.9602 


la 
Kumin okey 


Real Lawyers for Real People 


Advocates for employee rights. 

Free case assessment. 

* Unpaid Overtime 

* Rest & Meal Breaks 
Harassment 
Discrimination 

° Wrongful termination 

* Unpaid internship 


Thinking about ciitting down orquitting? 
We're studying a medication that may help. 
$10-$35 per study visit 
415.554.9013 BVI] 
www.sfbump.com 


TRING TO QUIT METH? 


Join a research study. 


jasoncarnold:com 


“Skate Moss” oil on canvas J 


Joyeuses fetes 


Heloise wishes you 
happy holidays 
on behalf of 


American Apparel’ 


Meet Heloise. She lives in Paris 
where she studies art history and 
works in a raw food restaurant. She 
is wearing the Wool Cape in Tan, 
Fisherman’s Pullover in Cream, 
Cotton Solid Thigh-High Sock in 
Taupe, Wool Beret in Biscotti, and 
Acrylic Fingerless Glove in Black. 


MEDICAL MARUUANA PROVIDER 


Gd Medithrive 


— BEST QUALITY, UNMATCHED SERVICE, SUPERIOR SELECTION— 


FREE SAMPLE For att New patients with PURCHASE 
1933 MISSION ST. | BETWEEN 15TH AND 16TH | OPEN DAILY 11AM-9PM | (415) 556.2000 | MEDITHRIVE.COM 


Only individuals with legally recognized Medical Cannabis Identification Cards or a verifiable, written recommendation from a physician for medical cannabis may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries 


THANK YOU BAY AREA FOR MAKING US #1 AGAIN! 
THE ONLY SF DISPENSARY TO WIN AT THE CANNABIS CUP 2010! 


PuRPLE CLONES 


PURPLE 
+ NOW AVAILABLE 


@ ate TO OUR PATIENTS 


Ku = H ALWAYS SEVERAL STRAINS! 


$45 FOR 1/8 
WHY PAY MORE? 


NEW HASH BAR 
OPEN DAILY 


LOW PRICES | ADA ACCESSIBLE | 18+ W/ VAILD MD RECOMMENDATION & CA ID 
Only individuals with legally recognized Medical Cannabis Identification Cards or a verifiable, written 
recommendation from a physician for medical cannabis may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries. 


OPEN DAILY Sun- Thurs 10:00a Op Fri & Sat 10:00 Op 


WWW.GREENDOORSF.COM 


843 HOWARD STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 


STIN SOMA 


‘ JM MOSCONE 
(a1 5) 541-9590 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


a2 © 24/7 Verification 
“ais * Dr. Hanya Barth 


Compassionate Health Options 


50% OFF CHAPTER 7 
BANKRUPTCY 
FREE CONSULTATION 


also specializes in Social Security 
& Workers’ Compensation Law 


Law Offices of Eric T. Johnson 
870 Market St. Suite 543 San Francisco, CA 94102 
P: (415) 402-0355 * bankruptcy.lawoffice@yahoo.com 


ENGLISH/TAGALOG/SPANISH/RUSSIAN/ MANDARIN TRANSLATORS AVAILABLE! 


Big Buddha,Cheese 
J-27 & over 40 more strains 


° 24/7 phone and online verification 
+ High Quality Photo ID Card 
+ Simple and Confidential 


3490 20th St, 3rd FL 
San Francisco, CA 84110 


wy 215-796-2254 .. 


PRICELESSEVALUATIONS 
USED CRACK? 


